Professional Reading and Writing Seminar: Syllabus for Fall 2005

Section 5 – Carlos Martinez – 4:00-5:15 

Office hours Tuesdays and Thursdays 3-4 or by appointment- RIV 9

** Preparation for class: Always bring The Least You Should Know about English Writing Skills

Grammar Exercises: Write out grammar exercises and submit them at the beginning of class. If you want to Xerox exercises or type them out, you may with permission from the instructor. 

Thursday – September 8
· Introduction to the course

· Receive practice essay topic and a strong WLCE essay

· Writing arguments

· Introduction to the WLCE Mechanics test

· Receive grammar terms packet 

· Basic parts of speech

Preparation for next week: 1) Purchase The Least You Should Know about English Writing Skills, Form B.  8th ed. [with the blue-green border] 2) Complete your practice WLCE essay.
Thursday —September 15 

DUE: Completed practice essay  

· Read essays aloud to a partner

· Submit essays

· Sign up for your essay consultation

· First Half of Grammar Presentation

· What are sentence fragments?

· Drill on fragments

Preparation for next week: 1) Study “Understanding Dependent Clauses,” pages 69-71. Complete exercises 1 &2 on pages 72 and 73; Read “Correcting Fragments,” pages 77-79.  Complete exercises 1 & 2, pages 79-80. 

Thursday – September 22
DUE: Grammar Exercises 

· Complete exercises together

· Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions  

· Drills  

Preparation for next week: 1) Read “Correcting Run-on Sentences,” pages 83-84. Complete exercises 1 & 2, pages 86 & 87. 

Thursday – September 29
Due: Grammar exercises

· Complete exercises together 

· Fused sentences and comma splices

· Drill: identifying modifiers

· Team activity on misplaced and dangling modifiers

Preparation for next week: 1) Read and complete exercises: “Correcting Misplaced or Dangling Modifiers,” pages 130-131. Complete exercises 1 &2, pages 131-132; 2) Begin studying grammar terms for the exam [Make flash cards for yourself, or create another study aid that works for you]  
Thursday – October 6
Due: Grammar exercises 

· Complete exercises together  

· Drill: “Misplaced or Dangling Modifiers”  

· Faulty parallelism 

· Summary writing practice 

Preparation for next week: 1) Read: “Identifying Verb Phrases,” pages 92-93. Complete exercise 1, page 93;  Read “Maintaining Subject/Verb Agreement,” pages 115-117; Complete exercises 1&2, pages 117-118; 2) Continue studying grammar terms for the exam. 

Thursday —October 13
Due: Grammar Exercises

· Complete Exercises together 

· Complete WLCE practice test together

· Summary writing practice

· Receive two punctuation practice sets, with keys 

Preparation for the WLCE: 1) Study WLCE practice tests 2) Complete all “Words Often Confused” exercises and check your answers in the back of the book 3) Study vocabulary and grammar terms.  
WLCE Exams: 

Tuesday, October 18th, early evening

Thursday, October 20, afternoon 

Thursday – October 20
· Review WLCE Mechanics exams, individually, with the instructor 

· Debate the WLCE public policy issue 

· Make outlines together

· Receive second WLCE practice essay topic
· Comma rule exercise 
· Receive practice Copyediting exam
Preparation for next week: 1) If you have not yet passed the essay section of the exam, complete your practice essay 2) If you have not yet passed the mechanics portion of the exam, complete the practice copyediting exam 

Thursday – October 27- ESSAY

DUE: WLCE practice essay and practice copyediting exam

· Writer’s workshop

· Revise essays in class

· Submit essays

· Schedule an essay consultation

· Review copyediting exam

· Receive second copyediting exam

Preparation for next week: 2) If you have not yet passed the mechanics portion of the exam, complete the second copyediting practice exam
Thursday—November 3 – SUMMARY 

DUE: Copyediting practice exam

· Summary writing warm-up

· Submit grammar exercises to instructor 

· Complete a practice summary

· Sign up for a summary consultation

· Receive copyediting practice exam

Preparation for next week: 1) If you have not yet passed the mechanics portion of the exam, complete the third copyediting practice exam 

Thursday —November 10 – SPELLING, THEN COPYEDITING  

DUE: Grammar Exercises
· Spelling rules

· Receive spelling exercise packet

· Mnemonics 

· Punctuation with Quotations

· Review copyediting practice exam 

Preparation for next week:  1) Complete Copyediting practice exam

Thursday – November 17  - COPYEDITING  

DUE: Completed practice exams 

· Review Copyediting practice exam 

· Drill: Using commas before FANBOYS when these conjunctions separate two complete sentences

Preparation for next week:  1) Study grammar terms 

Thursday – November 24- READING COMPREHENSION 

· Reading Comprehension Practice 

Preparation for next week: 1) Review all practice exams 2) Study grammar terms  

Tuesday – Tuesday, December 6 – READING COMPREHENSION

TAKE WLCE EXAM: Mechanics and Essay  

Tuesday – Tuesday, December 13

TAKE WLCE EXAM: Summary, Spelling, and Reading Comprehension 

