Choose 1 of the following 11 questions:

Question #1

Work, production, and the distribution of goods and services and of rights have been organized throughout history in different ways by different societies with different consequences for human development and well-being.

a) sketch major aspects of the current organization of work, production and distribution of goods and services and of rights in the U.S.;

b) using theories of human needs and individual and social development, discuss the consequences for the satisfaction of human needs and for individual and social development of the prevailing system of work, production and distribution in the U.S. and in similarly structured societies;

c) suggest major aspects of alternative systems of work, production, and distribution conducive to unobstructed human development of workers, families, communities, and societies.

Question #2
It is often challenging to measure the effect of a social policy or program when its participants are self-selected, because those individuals selecting the program may differ systematically from the larger target population in ways that are predictive of outcome.  Select a social policy of interest to you where this type of biased selection has been an issue for evaluation and write an essay that incorporates answers to the following questions:

a) Explain the goals of the program, what outcomes are of policy interest, how participants are chosen or self-select, and how selection might relate to the outcomes.

b) What was the measured impact of the program in studies that did not control for selection bias?

c) Have any studies attempted to address this bias using such methods as (i) randomized trials, (ii) panel data designs or (iii) statistical corrections such as selection models or instrumental variables?

d) If you answered yes to (c), describe the results of the studies that addressed bias.  How much bias was found and what was the impact of the program after corrections?

e) If you answered no to (c), outline how you would use one of the techniques listed (i, ii or iii) to correct for selection bias, and what you would expect to find.

Question #3
Public policy often does not attain its intended goals. There are cultural, institutional, political and operational explanations for this persistent failure. Some polices may never have been intended to be implemented, but rather were symbolic in nature. Others were so under-funded that implementation was impossible. Others may have been badly conceived and thus doomed regardless of intention or resources. Others have encountered institutional and operational barriers.

Select a policy about which you are knowledgeable. Select one or several categories of explanations for why it was not implemented successfully. Be explicit about the grounds for your judgment of failure. Be explicit about the explanatory factors you are using to explain the failure. Reference the work of others.  Explain the failure.

Limit yourself to domestic policies. Domestic policies of any nation are acceptable. 

Question #4 
Large gaps may exist between need and demand for services appropriate for certain populations and conditions.  Examples of those who might need such services are populations (women and/or children and youth; elders; immigrant groups; other populations) experiencing conditions (domestic violence; substance abuse; mental illness;  homelessness; other conditions).   (These are examples only.  You may select services relevant for another defined population and/or condition.)  Pick a population and a condition and discuss all of the following, using research findings as appropriate:

a) The underlying epidemiology of the condition to which the identified service is addressed;

b) The gap between the need for this service and the services/treatment actually provided;

c) The underlying factors that affect access to services or treatment, sustainability or continuation in treatment, and successful outcomes;

d) How prevention programs might be designed most appropriately for this condition and population;

e) How financing, organizational characteristics, and other factors may affect the above.

Please use a theoretical approach to discuss the findings, for example an economic approach or the Andersen model. 

Question #5 

Choice, autonomy, and control for persons with disabilities have become the catchwords for long-term care, as well as in other areas of disability policy.  Based on a critical review of existing research concerning a particular long-term care service, program, or population, write an essay discussing how far we’ve come in honoring these concepts, as well as how far we should/can go, given the nature of service users, service systems, and resources.  If you conclude that more research is needed, outline the research design for a study that would support better-informed policy.  

Question #6

Many bold and broad claims are emerging from the field of asset studies proclaiming an “asset effect.” Review these claims and evaluate critically the state of the research. Focusing on one or two specific area of claims, what kind(s) of research designs, data, evidence, and dissemination are needed to place a great deal of confidence in an “asset effect.” Finally -- within the context of asset studies -- examine the relationship between social science and politics, taking lessons learned from other fields into full consideration. 

Question #7

Health care payment has been the primary policy tool used to control health care expenditures since the 1970s; first it was price regulation, then provider self-constraint, followed by capitation. All have been judged failures. We now are moving to higher consumer cost-sharing and pay-for-performance payment methods. Analyze the past disappointments in terms of their theoretical underpinnings and implementation, using evidence from evaluations and other sources as appropriate. Discuss how current policy trends differ from previous attempts. Are there sufficient reasons for believing that the current policies will be more successful in controlling national health expenditures without significantly restricting access to health care services?

Question #8

Choose a research area of interest for social policy and write an essay that incorporates all of the following:

a) Summarize the scientific literature/current understanding of this area, including the history and theory related to it.

b) Examine how this understanding may have been shaped by the historical, structural and/or political contexts of the times (e.g., zeitgeist).

c) Evaluate how this research area (i.e., theory, methodology, and findings) addresses the needs and situations of marginalized groups (e.g., women, children, immigrants, populations of color).

d) Critique the research - evaluating its strengths, limitations, and needed “next steps.”

e) Outline a study that could advance our understanding of this area.  Discuss the potential contributions, limitations, and policy implications of the proposed study.

Question #9

Discussions about racial and ethnic disparities often focus on outcomes or services for adults.  Choose an example of an outcome or service in which children from racial or ethnic minorities differ significantly from children from the Caucasian majority.  Your example may concern poverty, health, behavioral health, education, welfare, violence, or another area of social concern of your choosing.  Provide evidence of the disparity, the possible reasons for it (using relevant theoretical frameworks), and suggest ways to reduce the disparity.  If more research is needed, outline a research study that could contribute to our understanding of how policy could reduce the disparity.   

Question #10

A number of socio-economic/demographic variables-- race/ethnicity, social class/occupational status, urban/rural residence --- have been linked to gradients in healthcare utilization, health services satisfaction, and health outcomes. It is unlikely that the broad socio-economic/demographic variable can be construed as markers for discrete psychological or biological differences: they reflect an individual’s location relative to multiple social hierarchies. But how do the deleterious effects of social hierarchies enter the body or shape healthcare experiences?

Select a particular type of health disparity (e.g. heart disease, cocaine use) and shape an answer to the question "How do the deleterious effects of social hierarchies enter the body?"  Describe at least two distinct theoretical frameworks for answering this question. Who are the major proponents of  each of these frameworks? What are the major lines of evidence to support each framework? How might you synthesize these perspectives into a framework that suggests next steps in reducing the impacts of the disparity you have selected? Offer the outline for a research study that would directly test the relative contribution of each framework to policy research on the condition you are considering.

Question #11

In a period of limited resources, policymakers are often required to choose between offering a limited array of services, services of lower quality, or less generous income support to a target group (children, families, retirees, persons with disability, etc.) and offering a wider range of services of higher quality or more generous support to fewer participants in the same group.  Select a program or service for which such a decision might need to be made, describe it briefly, and summarize the evidence and arguments on both sides of this dilemma, outlining the theoretical framework(s) that support these arguments.  Then state which position you would support and provide your reasons.

PAGE  
1

