Paper # ____________________

COMPREHENSIVE PAPER REVIEW FORM

(This form will be shared with the student)

The comprehensive paper is intended to be an original, scholarly integrative analysis of policy issue written upon completion of course work.  Students are expected to demonstrate through this paper:

· An ability to relate theoretical approaches to the assigned topic based on either one or multiple disciplines or areas of knowledge.

· Knowledge of the history, developments and issues in the substantive aspect of the topic.

· An ability to demonstrate an analytic approach to the assigned question.

· An ability to argue their point clearly and to write at a Heller Ph.D. level.

The reviewer should take into account the fact that this paper was written in a one-week period so, necessarily, it would be less than the final version accepted by a journal.  Given that, the reviewer should evaluate the paper across the following dimensions.

Overall organization: Does the paper state clearly the objectives and strategy of presentation of the writer?  Does the writer follow through on his/her plan?

Circle one:  Poor
Average
Above average
Exemplary

Comments:

Ability to use analysis and theoretical approaches to construct an argument: Does the paper demonstrate the writer’s knowledge of theories pertinent to the topic?  Does the writer construct a logical argument?

Circle one:  Poor
Average
Above average
Exemplary

Comments:

Knowledge of the history, developments and issues in the substantive aspect of the topic: Does the writer demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the current substantive issues?  Of the major ideas in the substantive area?  Of historical events that may shape the current understanding of the topic?

Circle one:  Poor
Average
Above average
Exemplary

Comments:

Capacity to marshall evidence and make a critical assessment of it: Evidence includes statistics, policy references, program information, data, and citations.  The writer demonstrates ability to convey a critical understanding of the evidence, not blind acceptance.

Circle one:  Poor
Average
Above Average
Exemplary

Comments:

Competently addressed all major aspects of the question: Are any important dimensions of the topic overlooked?  Are there material gaps in the writer’s argument?

Circle one:  Poor
Average
Above Average
Exemplary

Comments:

Overall quality of the writing: Is the quality of the writing such that it would be appropriate to submit it as a professional journal article, or as a book chapter, or as an op ed  piece?

Circle one:  Poor
Average
Above Average
Exemplary

Comments:

Please add any comments that would make this exercise a learning experience for the student.

EVALUATE THE PAPER

PAPER # ___________________

For this evaluation Choice #1 means that the student has successfully completed the comprehensive paper assignment. Choice #2 means that the student has not successfully completed the comprehensive paper assignment and must meet with the Program Director to discuss options. Choice #3 means you think the paper should be read by a third person.

Assume that this paper was an assignment in a class you teach.  What decision would you make about it.  Check one.

____
1. Accept this paper # and, perhaps, add some helpful comments for the student. 

____
2. Not accept the paper. 

____
3. I can’t decide: please assign another reader 

I  recommend asking _____________________________________

