Youth Community Mapping Among Youth in Post-Industrial Urban Neighborhoods

Youth from three or four small urban Northeastern communities will be trained in community mapping techniques.   These techniques may include (a) photo journals; (b) podcasting; (c) Development of an interactive GIS database (mighty media?); and (d) traditional research that might include surveys, interviews, and site visit ethnographies.

Contact:   Folks at Mighty Media and YMCA of USA

Possible communities include (New England based former Industrial Mill towns that have experienced population losses, economic destabilization and a large influx of new immigrant groups.)

a. Lowell, MA (Gregg)

b. New Bedford, MA  (Cynthia – IIK/City)

c. Lawrence, MA  (LawrenceWorks)

d. Lynn, MA (N2N?)

e. Portland, ME (?Tom B. or Hannah)

f. Other….??? Worchester, Bridgeport, etc.

OR 

Communities might include current ImpactPlus communities working with the local YMCA community mapping teams.  (www.impactplus.org). 

Hypotheses:

1. Community Mapping with youth leads to:

a. Youth Outcomes

i. Civic engagement (civic knowledge; civic skills; civic motives)

ii. Political consciousness (See Reed Larson work) 

b. Community Outcomes 

i. Increased social capital

ii. Stronger networks

2. Taking a wider theoretical lens of Habermas, Community Mapping can be a process by which youth can reclaim and reincorporate civic public spaces into the lifeworld.  When looked at only from the systems perspective, these communities are economic and political failures – that are economically marginalized, exploited and unable to provide for adequate needs of people (client-citizens) who live there.   Through community mapping, we enable youth to reinvigorate the Lifeworld of their communities – thereby 

Methods:   Community Mapping using Participatory GIS methods with youth.

a. Documentation of process

b. Pre/post impact surveys of youth

c. Surveys/interviews of community leaders 

d. Comparison of portfolio/case studies

e. Network analysis
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