Interfaith Youth Civic Engagement

Interfaith youth civic engagement involves bringing young people (adolescents and young adults) from different faiths (Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, other) together to engage in community service-learning, community dialogues, attempts to influence policy or other civic activity.

Dissertation Question(s):

· What is the impact of inter-faith youth civic engagement programs on the social capital formation of participants?

Hypotheses

Hypothesis 1:
Interfaith youth civic engagement will strengthen Bonding Social Capital by deepening religiosity among participants.    Null = No change.

Hypothesis 2:
Interfaith youth civic engagement will strengthen Bridging Social Capital by deepening the appreciation of participants/  Null = No change.

Hypothesis 3:
Interfaith youth civic engagement will develop broader and more active social networks among participants.

Methods

Multi-site comparison using the following analysis:

1. Comparative case analyses of up to 10 programs to better understand the mission, activities and intended outcomes of interfaith youth activism programs:

a. Interviews with key stakeholders 

b. Focus groups among participants

2. Surveys of youth participants and comparison groups at baseline and post that assess:

a. Youth social capital and/or networks using network analysis

b. Youth religiosity (commitment to own religion).

c. Youth understanding, tolerance and respect for other religions
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Data Sources:

· Interfaith Youth Core, Chicago, IL

Contact Eboo Patel

· National Project Members

· Interfaith Action, Inc., Sharon, MA

Contact Janet Penn (via Ellen Bender)



OTHER SOURCES:


· Ask Arrington

· Ask the Catholic Priest at Brandeis

· Ask Marci McPhee at Brandeis

· Ask Janet Chisholm (Formerly of FOR)

· Check out the Highlander Institute

· Check out Wallis at Sojourners, Lerner at Tikkun, etc.

OTHER QUESTIONS:

· What are the policy implications of this dissertation?
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