Fools

A Play by Neil Simon

HTG Proposal for Fall 2007

Production Staff:

Co-Producer: Lynda Bachman

Co-Producer: Raquel Greenberg 

Director: Suri Ellerton

Stage Manager: Hannah Kaplan

Assistant Stage Manager: Sasha Paret

Lighting Designer: Daniel Chavez

Sound Designer: Dan Lincoln

Co-Sound Designer/Board Op: Dan Reed

Set Designer: Danielle Garfinkel and Aaron Arbiter

Props Mistress: Jillian Moss

Costume Design: Sam Negin

Assistant Costume Design: Madeline Mayer

Budget:

Estimated Expenses:

Set: 

$1000

Props: 
$250

Costumes: 
$250

Rights:
$300

Scripts: 
$78 (12x$6.50)

Publicity: 
$450

UTC Fee: 
$400

Theater Fee:$580

Lighting: 
$50

Sound: 
$40

Total:
$3,398
Estimated Income: 
Ticket Sales:

80 in advance x $5/ticket = $400

320 at door x $6/ticket = $1920

$580/show x 4 shows =  $2320

Coffeehouse: 
        $100

Ads:  


        $300

F-Board: 

        $1000

        Total: $3,720

Total Estimated Profit: $522 

Why UTC?

Fools is a show with incredible potential to utilize all of the assets that the UTC and the Shapiro Theater have to offer. It requires a conventional stage space, which only Shapiro Theater can provide.  The professionalism and positive reputation that the UTC commands will attract a wide range of talented actors.  This is necessary considering the challenges of a fast moving plot and the play’s use of both subtle comedic sense and boisterous physical humor. 

Why HTG?

The most obvious reason is that Neil Simon is a famous Jewish playwright, who is well known for his Jewish comedy.  Additionally, the plot of Fools specifically is grounded in Jewish references (such as a shofar in the first scene).  The script is in line with Jewish values and tenets, and would not be problematic for most religious individuals to feel comfortable taking part in.  It would provide an opportunity to act for many individuals on this campus who might otherwise not be able to.  On a more personal note, members of our production staff are fully Shabbat observant, and doing an HTG show allows them greater flexibility and control over the theatrical process than any other group would allow. 

Synopsis:

The play takes place in the cursed Ukrainian village of Kulyenchikov, where for two hundred years every villager has suffered the curse of absolute and unremitting stupidity.  Snetsky, the town shepherd/ess not only can’t find two dozen sheep, he can’t even find his own first name. Into this village of fools comes Leon Tolchinsky an idealistic young schoolteacher, who rushes in to save the village from the curse (or, as the villagers invariably call it “the nurse, no the purse…”).  Leon is lured to the village by a totally misspelled advertisement placed by the town’s intellectual, Dr. Zubritsky and his wife to educate the doctor’s daughter, Sophia and rid the village of its curse.  Leon, of course, falls madly in love with this ditzy damsel.   With one day, (“25 hours” according to the villianous Duke Yousekevitch) to accomplish this or fall victim to the curse himself, Leon struggles to raise Sophia from a young woman who has mastered the art of sitting, to a Grade 1 mathematics wiz.

Character Breakdown:

7 male  3 female (this is somewhat flexible) 

(In Order of Appearance) 

Leon Tolchinsky – About 30.  Scholarly young man from somewhere in the Ukraine.  He comes to Kulyenchikov in order to be the new schoolteacher.  He is an academic, with a passion for teaching.  He falls in love over the course of the show. 

Something Something Snetsky – 40’s. A Shepard (could be shepardess).  Very forgetful.  Can’t even remember his own name.  An especially stupid character.

Magistrate Kupchik – Late 70’s.  Town lawmaker.  Brighter than the rest of the group.  Fairly neutral character.

Slovitch – 40’s.  Town butcher.  One of the three leading comedic townspeople.

Mishkin – 50’s.  Town Postman.  One of the three leading comedic townspeople.

Yenchna – Old woman although she would say twenty six. Town vendor.  Yenta type character.  Also one of the three leading comedic townspeople.

Dr. Zubritsky – Town Doctor. Husband to Lenya Zubritsky and father to Sophia Zubritsky.  Kind character, also very stupid, but with good intentions.  Brings Leon to the town to educated Sophia.   

Lenya Zubritsky – Wife to Dr. Zubritsky and mother to Sophia Zubritsky.  More stupid than her husband but also well intentioned.  

Sophia Zubritsky – The leading lady.  She is the reason Leon is in Kulyenchikov.  She has the brain of a child but she shows more potential than the rest of the town.  She and Leon fall in love.

Count Gregor Yousekevitch – The evil count.  He controls the curse on the town.  He is in love with Sophia and proposes to her twice a day.  Antagonist to Leon.
