Roger Federer

Lauren Ruderman


Is Swiss wunderkind Roger Federer the greatest player men’s tennis has ever seen?  It may be premature to make such an assumption, though he is definitely on pace.  At 24, Federer is ranked number one in the world, and some already have crowned him the best ever.  “He’s the most gifted player that I’ve ever seen in my life.  I’ve seen a lot of people play.  I’ve seen the (Rod) Lavers, I played against some of the great players – the Samprases, Beckers, Connors, Borgs, you name it,” said John McEnroe, winner of seven Grand Slams.  “This guy could be the greatest of all time.  That, to me, says it all.”


Roger Federer is not a serve and volleyer or a baseliner or a forehand specialist or a backhand specialist, he is known as an all-courter; he plays all styles all over the court.  He is not known for specializing in one particular skill, he dominates them all.  Federer can slice the ball, he can run, he has a great drop shot, and he keeps his cool on the court.  He boasts powerful groundstrokes and serves.  Although he doesn’t look dominating, he is very fit, making his movement on the court quick and smooth.  Federer’s out-of-this-world timing allows him to hit shots at sharper angles than his competitors.  His variety, precision, and imagination create breathtaking shots.

To this point in his career, Federer has won six Grand Slam events, and at 24, he has a ways to go before surpassing the tennis greats in terms of numbers.  However, he has is only one shy of the titles that Sampras had at 24, and at the rate Federer is going, it is legitimate to assume he could break Sampras’ record of 14 Slam titles.  The only time the two met was in the fourth round of 2001 Wimbledon, which many cite as the emergence of Federer as a dominant player in the ATP.  “I think he can dominate tennis for as long as I did,” said Pete Sampras.  “We have the same temperament and like me, he makes playing look easy…He can do just about anything he wants with a racquet and he dominates everybody as I did several years before.”

Federer has won all five Grand Slam finals in which he has competed.  Since 1946, only Tony Trabert has achieved such success.  Federer has won three consecutive Wimbledons, a feat only matched by Bjorn Borg and Pete Sampras.  His repeat wins at Wimbledon and the U.S. Open were astounding, as the last person to accomplish this was Donald Bulge in 1937-38.   From October 2003 to January 2005 Federer held a record 26 consecutive wins against top ten ranked opponents.  In 2004, Roger Federer won three out of the four Grand Slam events, becoming the first man since Mats Wilander in 1988 to accomplish the feat.  

Federer also has the versatility to win matches on any surface.  In 2004, he became the first player since Bjorn Borg in 1979 to win consecutive tournaments on three different courts: Wimbledon (grass), Gstaad (clay), and Toronto (hard).  This year, he is 77-3 in ATP matches, winning 11 singles titles. Ironically, the man does not even have a coach!  He employs Tony Roche as a “consultant” to his game, and only schedules Roche to help him in the weeks prior to a Grand Slam event. “I’d like to be in his shoes for one day to know what it feels like to play that way,” said Mats Wilander, winner of six Grand Slams.

Is Roger Federer a great tennis player? Yes.  Will he be the best tennis has ever seen?  Only time will tell, but all signs point to unprecedented success.
