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12 Quality Points 
For Public Spaces 

Against 
Vehicular 
Traffic 

Pedestrian street 
No significant blind spots for 
bike traffic 

Against 
Crime & 
Violence 

Many street lights 
Day: businesses, evening: 
cafés, night: residents 
Frequent police rounds 
BUT: Broken windows on one 
café feel threatening 

Against 
Unpleasant 
Sensory 
Experiences 

Enclosed space with little wind 
No vehicle pollution 

Walking Wide pedestrian streets 
BUT: Two sides with near iden-
tical façades 
BUT: Central area unpaved, 
often muddy 

Standing 
and Staying 

Many trees to lean against 
One side of the four has build-
ings with attractive edges 

Sitting Many benches 
Barrier around skating rink acts 
as useful secondary seating, 
great for people-watching 
Café seating (weather permit-
ting) 

Visual and 
Audio/
Verbal Con-
tact 

Usually easy to see from one 
side of the square to the other 
Calm and quiet because of 
separation from busy streets 
BUT: Large containers block 
views and look unsightly 

Play, Rec-
reation, and 
Interaction 

Opportunities for play on skat-
ÉÎÇ ÒÉÎË ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ËÉÄÓȭ ÁÒÅÁ 
Central area could function as a 
place for a market for festival 
during summertime 
Ȱ3ÔÁÇÅȱ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ 
opportunities 

Day, Eve-
ning, Night,  
Seasonal 
Activity 

Mixed use with ground floor 
businesses and upper floor 
residences 
Skating in the winter time 

Dimen-
sioned at 
Human 
Scale 

Buildings only 4 or 5 stories 
high plus an attic floor 
Signage is appropriate for a 
pedestrian environment 

Positive 
Aspects of 
Climate 

Tall, reaching trees provide lots 
of shade 
Open central area has good 
sun exposure 

Aesthetic 
and Sen-
sory 

Buildings of attractive design 
Interesting patterns laid out in  
cobblestone  
Interesting, unobtrusive ad 
space 
BUT: Two sides of the square 
are too uniform  
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