Prevention strategies to reduce HIV transmission among intravenous drug users in Uzbekistan

Workshop Agenda (Updated Aug. 15, 2004)

Hassenfeld Conference Center, 415 South St., Brandeis University

Waltham, MA 02454-9110

Objective

With IV drug use as the major risk behavior behind Uzbekistan’s growing rate of HIV infection, this workshop seeks to identify factors that promote and dissuade drug users from participating in preventive and harm reduction activities (e.g. condom use, syringe exchange programs, and methadone treatment), develop promising approaches that build on the strengths and overcome barriers, and design an intervention study to test the effectiveness, cost-effectiveness, and replicability of the most promising approach.

Monday, August 16, 2004:  Context and lessons from Uzbekistan, United States, and Eastern Europe

9:00 am
Welcome, objectives, and introductions - Donald Shepard (US organizer) and Azizbek Boltaev (Former Soviet Union organizer)

10:30 am
Break

11:00 am
Current situation on HIV among intravenous drug users (IDUs) in Uzbekistan and preventive programs - Azizbek Boltaev 

11:30 am
Lessons from an ongoing research collaboration on placement by ASAM levels of care - David Gastfriend 

12:00 noon
Lunch

1:00 pm
Overview of CRDF, workshop goals and grant opportunities – David Lindeman and Eldar Imanverdiyev 

1:30 pm
The role NGOs in HIV prevention among IDUs in Uzbekistan - Kurganovskaya Natalya and Vyacheslav Suricov

2:00 pm
Tools of managed care and their potential contribution to controlling AIDS and drug use - Connie Horgan

2:30 pm
Swiss Government’s needle exchange program in Uzbekistan: current situation, effectiveness, and challenges - Ashirova Victoria 

3:00 pm
Break

3:30 pm
Achievements and challenges of harm reduction and other preventive programs: The role of international donors - Iskandar Ismailov and Sharipova Nodira

4:00 pm
Substance abuse treatment in Kosovo and the unique role of families - Anne E. Brisson

4:30 pm
The role of substitute therapy for IDUs in HIV prevention: Opportunities and difficulties for introduction of methadone in Uzbekistan - Jurat Umargaliev 

5:00 pm
Improvement of services for drug users as effective tool for HIV prevention among IDUs - Djuma Rakhmatov

5:30 pm
Introduction to site visits – Donald Shepard

6:00 pm
Adjourn for day
Tuesday, August 17, 2004: Site visits to Boston area control programs
	Time
	
	Group A
	Group B

	7:30 AM
	
	
	7:30 AM  Depart Best Western Hotel Coordinator: Donald Shepard

	8:30 AM
	
	Breakfast and discussion
	VA Community Based Outpatient Clinic

	to
	
	
	Methadone Clinic

	10:00 AM
	
	9:00 AM Depart Best Western 
	251 Causeway Street

	
	
	Hotel
	Boston, MA 02114

	
	
	Coordinator: Clare Hurley
	617 248 1022

	
	
	
	Contact: John Renner, MD, addiction psychiatrist - director

	
	
	
	B 8:30 am to 10:00 am

	
	
	
	A 12:30 pm to 2 pm

	10:00 AM
	
	Cambridge Cares
	Lunch and discussion

	to
	
	Needle Exchange Program
	

	11:30 AM
	
	17 Sellers St
	

	
	
	Cambridge, MA 02139
	

	
	
	617 661 3040
	

	
	
	Contact: Eliza Wheeler
	

	
	
	A 10:00 am to 11:30 am
	

	
	
	B 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm
	

	
	
	
	

	11:30 AM
	
	Snack
	

	 -12:30 PM
	
	
	

	
	
	VA Community Based Outpatient Clinic
	Cambridge Cares

	12:30 PM
	
	Methadone Clinic
	Needle Exchange Program

	to
	
	251 Causeway Street
	17 Sellers St

	2:00 PM
	
	Boston, MA 02114
	Cambridge, MA 02139

	
	
	617 248 1022
	617 661 3040

	
	
	Contact: John Renner, MD, addiction psychiatrist - director
	Contact: Eliza Wheeler

	
	
	B 8:30 am to 10:00 am+C7
	A 8:30 am to 10:00 am

	
	
	A 12:30 pm to 2 pm
	B 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm


	3:00 PM
	
	North Charles Institute for the Addictions 

	to
	
	Methadone Clinic

	
	
	260 Beacon St.

	5:00 PM
	
	Somerville, MA 02143

	
	
	Tel : 617 661 5700

	
	
	Contact: Jan Kaufman

	
	
	
	

	5:30 PM
	
	Reception and buffet supper

	to 
	
	House of Donald Shepard and Emily Maitin

	8:00 PM
	
	16 Cranmore Road, Wellesley, MA 02481

Tel: 781-237-4101 (home) and 781-354-0625 (cell)


Wednesday, August 18, 2004: Development of research design and next steps
9:00 am
Global Fund’s Project in Uzbekistan: the basic strategies - Aysara Anarkulova

9:30 am
Potential contribution of social networks towards reducing HIV exposure – Sam Friedman

10:00 am
Introduction to process and outcomes in research designs – Donald Shepard and Sarita Bhalotra

10:30 am
Break

11:00 am
Needle exchange programs: barriers to participation and solutions - Azizbek Boltaev and Bakhtiyor Samadov

11:30 am
Components of a research study - Jose Suaya

12 noon
Lunch

1:00 pm
Assessing costs and service utilization of preventive and treatment programs - Marilyn Daley and Aaron Beaston-Blaakman 

1:30 pm
Management of data, workflow and resources of research activities - Clare Hurley

2:00 pm
Discussion of research design  – Azizbek Boltaev and Donald Shepard

3:00 pm
Break

3:30 pm
Conclusion and next steps: assignments and time lines  - Azizbek Boltaev and Donald Shepard

5:00 pm
Adjourn

� Sponsor: U.S. Civilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF), Award UZ-XO-1061-BK-04
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