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The Watch is yours just as much as it�s mine. Anyone can submit a piece for publication.
Furthermore, as readers all, we also assume the responsibility to judge every piece critically, and more importantly, to respond. An

article unexamined is already stale�it sits, gathers dust, and exists to become a moth-eaten placemat. The article which invites us to
reevaluate, to clarify, to strengthen, and to defend our own positions creates growth. Over 100 years ago Oliver Wendell Holmes,
philosopher and writer, understood: �Man�s mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimensions.� While The Watch
has no given ideological affiliation, no better statement of its philosophy can be expressed

However, growth is by no means always simple. We fear that someone, in disagreeing with, or taking offense to an article, might
spurn the entire publication instead of investing their valued opinion into it. We want entry, not alienation. As we know from last
semester, it is by no means acceptable to publish ignorant and hateful material. It is important to remember, though, that we should not
screen texts that might incite opposition or sometimes anger, just to avoid conflict. For, if placed in the proper context and environment,
an article may draw responses, which will receive equal exposure. Therefore, good responses can overwhelm an original idea and
highlight its inadequacies. This dynamic truly defines an open forum. And we have now made it even easier to contrast and compare with
an updated Watch Magazine website at www.brandeis.edu/~thewatch. All responses to any article will be linked back to the original. We
hope that this will draw feedback from those who want to weigh in on an issue, but think the task of writing a response article or letter
to the editor too formidable.

The term �doom� originally meant to encircle within a boundary or property line. And so, we ask you not to �doom� these articles, in
the archaic sense. In other words, a creative interplay is needed between the magazine and the student. Seek not to plant palisades; bring
what you�ve got�we want to hear it. The permanence of an article lasts only as long as it remains unanswered, only until it finds counters
in the next issue. Therefore, one is not merely published in The Watch, as a sort of finality, but rather is inserted into the evolving body of
student and faculty thought. And so, we seek responses from the entire Brandeis community. In other words, we await your position.

Sincerely,

Martin Kaminski
Ben Woodring
Editors-In-Chief
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