Undergraduate Theatre Collective Commission Meeting

December 7, 2006

Attendance:

Yarden Abukasis*, Brandeis Players Vice President

Jessica Axel*, Boris’ Kitchen Secretary
Michael Carnow*, BET Co-Coordinator
Deniz Cordell*, Tympanium Euphorium Vice President
Alex Friedman, UTC Secretary
Dave Klasko*, Brandeis Players President
Sam Levor*, BET Co-Coordinator
Kara Manson, Tympanium Euphorium Treasurer
Scott Moerdler*, HTG President

Sara Tess Neumann, Hold Thy Peace President
Jenny Paul*, HTG Vice President
Josh Rosenthal, UTC Coordinator
Adam Schwartzbaum, Director of Crossing Jerusalem (Players’ Spring Show)
Allie Winer, HTG Secretary/Treasurer
(* denotes Commission members)

Minutes:

· A motion was passed that all box office reports will be made in triplicate, with one copy going to Shadya, another to Josh, and the third to the club treasurer.
· If there are any errors that the treasurer notices, he or she may send the corrected report to Shadya and Josh.
· Michael, Sam, and Kara discussed the question of the club owes the UTC 25% of the ticket revenue before or after the theater fee is subtracted from the revenue.
· The UTC constitution will be revised to make this point more clear.
· Dates for next semester’s shows were finalized.

· The Vagina Monologues have the Shapiro Theater reserved for March 1st-3rd (Thursday-Sunday), so the UTC can do its first load-in no earlier than on Sunday, March 4th.
· The UTC can be building in the shop beginning from the date of students’ return to campus, except for anytime anyone else is using the theater.
· Sundeis tried to change its dates to March from February but Josh will work on making sure they’re not in the Shapiro Theater when the UTC needs to be there.

· BET and Players both wanted to have the later date of the two possible for the straight plays because they would both like to have more rehearsal and preparation time.

· Adam spoke on behalf of his show, Crossing Jerusalem, saying that it will be the American premiere and the author, Julia Pascal, said she would try to come, but that later in March is much more convenient for her.

· Due to the importance and prestige of the author’s coming to Brandeis, BET gave up its claim to the later weekend.

· Adam will raise money for a stipend for Ms. Pascal. He plans to approach Shula Reinharz and various groups about it. 
· Next semester’s schedule is therefore:
· March 8th -11th: BET presents A Devil Inside, by David Lindsay-Abaire.
· March 15th-18th: Brandeis Players presents Crossing Jerusalem by Julia Pascal.
· March 22nd-25th: Hillel Theatre Group presents Thoroughly Modern Millie.
· April 19th-22nd: Tympanium Euphorium presents Into the Woods by Stephen Sondheim.
· April 28th-29th: Boris’ Kitchen presents its spring show, title TBD.
· Note: The spring semester breaks are February 17th-25th and March 31st-April 10th
· The idea of HP’s attending common casting was discussed.
· Josh stated that he believed it would make the casting process easier.
· Dave said that he feels it’s a little strange because common casting is one of the UTC’s special privileges and part of what makes the UTC what it is.
· Sara Tess agreed with Josh, reminding everyone that a lot of actors audition for both the UTC and HP.
· Michael brought up the point of Beck Holden’s producing both BET’s and HP’s play next semester, causing a conflict of interest at common casting.
· It was suggested that Beck just not attend common casting to avoid this problem.
· Kara said that she think it is important to share common casting because, as Michael calculated, there are (at the very least) 77 roles to be filled next semester between the BTC, UTC, and HP and some double casting might be unavoidable.
· Dave suggested common auditions.
· Jenny, Michael, and others maintained that directors often want to see very different material so common auditions don’t really make sense.
· Josh added that it is too late for this coming semester, but that the Commission will discuss the possibility of common auditions in the middle of spring semester.
· The motion passed; HP will attend common casting next semester.

· Audition dates for next semester were also set.

· Yarden asked if it would be possible to hold all auditions and callbacks, at least for straight plays, in Upper Sherman to avoid making the actors run back and forth across campus.

· Scott suggested that in the future, room booking should be done in the beginning of fall semester for not just the coming but the entire year.

· Yarden agreed, stating that Conference & Events will not be pleased but technically will book for the whole year.

· Yarden, who works at Conference & Events, said that all the groups had come to see her about booking rooms, but that Players and BET would probably have small rooms because they have small casts.

· Josh volunteered to coordinate the room booking for auditions and callbacks to make the locations more convenient for the actors.

· Michael mentioned that some Balm in Gilead actors may want to audition for the UTC shows, especially the musicals

· Josh will speak with Leslie Chiu, David Colfer, or Susie Q about those actors getting out of rehearsal for auditions

· The schedule will be:

· Monday, January 22nd: Auditions, 7-11 PM

· Tuesday, January 23rd: Auditions, 6-10 PM ; Millie dance call, 10 PM 

· Wednesday, January 24th: Millie and the Devil callbacks, 7 PM-whenever

· Thursday, January 25th: Crossing the Woods callbacks, 7 PM-whenever ; common casting, 12 AM

· Musicals will be allowed 3 representatives at common casting; straight plays will be allowed 2. They can be whatever members of the prodstaff the shows choose to send. 

· Sam brought up the idea of selling season passes for the UTC.

· They could be sold at the beginning of the semester.

Next Week’s Agenda:

· The next commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 17th (the day after classes start). As always, all are welcome.

Good luck on finals and have a great break! Thank you very much!

Alexandra Friedman, UTC Secretary
