
2I .

.c-

‘x,

FWS, s e c t .  5 , Elizabeth Sagaser

Reading to Write

Readinq-Response  Journal--Why and How--

"You are so young,1 Rainer Maria Rilke (1895-1926)
wrote in July of 1903 to a novice poet who had written to
him for advice, "so before all beginning . . . I want to
beg you, as much as I can . . . to be patient toward all
that is unsolved in your heart and to try to love the questions
themselves like locked rooms and like books that are written
in a very foreign tongue. Do not now seek the answers,
which cannot be given you because you would not be able
to live them. And the point is, to live everything."

In many ways our reading and the journal you keep for
this course are opportunities to love and live questions
themselves. Of course we will also come up with answers
when we can; we should, for example, always try to figure
out how a text works. But the point of reading and journal-
keep= in this course is to experience everything reading
enables you to experience-- to become attentive and responsive
in specific ways to the arrangements of words you confront
everywhere.

You may notice as you start reading for your journal
that reading is like traveling. If you don't remind yourself
to pay attention, you might simply roll along on the bus
worrying abdut your date or lack thereof Saturday night,
and completely miss the redwoods or the Eiffel tower or
the stampede of elephants charging across the plain. Reading
is, however, a bit harder than traveling; you don't have
an energetic guide startling you from your daydreams with
a sudden: "and now, approaching on the left . . . .'I

When you are faced with a reading that seems dense,
foreign or dull to you, imagine that your eyes are traveling
over a blank piece of paper. Or actually look at a blank
piece of paper for a moment. What does it make you think?
Now go back to your reading. Read a line or two. How has
the blank space changed? What are you thinking now? Our
journals are a way of distinguishing  in specific and creative
ways between each text we read and a blank piece of paper.

As you work on your journal, you should also keep in
mind that reading is like traveling because you are the
only person who can do it for yourself. No matter how many
slide shows you see of Tahiti, for example, you still must
go there to know what it is like; no matter how many opinions
or summaries you hear or read about a book or poem, you
must read it for yourself to experience it. Furthermore,
once you are there, in Tahiti or wherever, the guidebooks
can only suggest directions your experience might take,
but your actual experience is subjective and therefore unique:
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you go home knowing Tahiti as no one has ever known it before.
Likewise, you can read criticism about a text, and hear
professors talk about a text, and these will help you enjoy
and understand the text in certain ways; but your experience
of the text will be yours alone. The text will have a new
and unique life in your mind. Our journals are a way of
acknowledging and exploring our own individual readings
of texts.

You must respond in your journal to all reading you
do for this course, and should also respond to some of
the reading you do for other courses and for pleasure.
Also try responding to overheard bits of conversation, ads,
songs, signs --anything that features words. A response
to these latter categories of discourse could be as simple
as writing down what you heard or saw and commenting briefly
on why it struck you.

POSSIBLE JOURNAL RESPONSES TO A READING
(all of which to be demonstrated in class):

I. Free Association  Responses

l Identify the purpose - a certain group of words or images
serves in a text, and thYen make a list of other words or
images that could serve.that same purpose.
l Use the text as a springboard for stream-of-consciousness
'writing.
l What does the text remind you of? Write about a person,
idea, problem, or incident that the text has brought to
your mind. It doesn't have to be anything directly related
to the texti dissimilar things often tumble together in
your mind for reasons that are not clear to you, or at least
are not clear to you yet. Paying attention to such tumbling
can prove enormously insightful and eventually helpful to
your writing.

II. How does the text work?--Analytic  Responses:

l Write down the word or words, line or lines that seem
to be central to the text, or the word(s) or sentence(s)
that you will remember after you've forgetten most of the
rest of the text. Why do you think these words or sentences
will stick in your mind?
l How is the text organized? Outline it or issue-tree it.
l How does the text begin and end? Copy the beginning or
ending into your journal and suggest some reasons why they
are so effective --or so ineffective.
l Are there any unusual or startling connections between
sentences or between paragraphs in the text? How do they
challenge your mind?

III. Conversational Responses:

l Re spond t o the text as if it were a person talking to
you. Wri te i n the margins as you read, then record sections
of the tetxt a long with your comments in your journal. You
migh.t wri te, laYou ' ve got to be kidding! That's ridiculous
beta use.. . " 0 r "Yes, I agree! And furthermore...."
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In this paper, ycu will  have the OppOitunity  to  butress
your own position on your topic wit!7 reseaxh from secondary
sourr-S-w . This paper - which should be eignt pages-
represents the culmination of ail rre've studied tSis seme;ztr;
as a result, it irill count more heavily in your final grade.
Your paper should incorpora e what we've considered: it

tshould have lots of details; be well organized/structu.red;
define its terms; analyze its subjects; have a clear tnesi;,
topic sentences, and conclusion; use stylish sentences; and,
.or course, address (and convince) its reader.

Your paper mill also encompass all of the basic argument
principles we discussed: it should present a reasoned pos.tion,
concede and/or refute the strongest opposition case (use your
arguing against yourself paper here), present good evidenct,
and have a sober tone.

Your research will provide you rith the evidence you n:?:?d
to logically support your position. You should have severa'.
types of evidence: (1) statistics and other “hard data” on
your topic, (2) opinions of authorities, and (3) examples
of current events relevant to your topic, which shed light cn
your position.

Comoilinq a Workinq 8ibliograohy

Allow yourself several hours in the library to compiete
your search for sources. It will be easier and faster to do
most of the searching at one time,’ rather than doing it in little
chunks. The object is for you to discover more material than
you will need so that‘ you can choose the most valuable and have
some sources to fall back on if what you want is missing, or
if some sources prove USeleSS.

Keep ali of your work toGether, to hand in with your final
pacer. You may want to keeo it all in one notebook for
handy rePerencc.  Se c,Jre ts write down enough information on
every source that you could find it again if necessary.

Some sources to get you started on b’our searcn:

(1) Infotrac: Infotr 3c is a computer data-base of recent
newspaper and magazine articles. It’s near the card-catalogue.
It will provide you with a bibliography of current articles
on your topfc, nhich you can print out. Refer to the index
of magazine holdings posted on the wall behind it to see
if Brandeis has what it lists. Some of the magazines may

be on microfilm. .

Infotrac is an immen’se data-base, and you may find it easier

-- ._-- --



Research paper, page 2

to limit your search to the most recent years :(3-4) of The Reader’s
Guide to Perfadical Literature.
be useful for some tooics.

The Social Sciences Index may also
Ask the reference librarian to show

you where these are.

2) National Newsoacez Index: Located in the periodicals room
aawnstairs trom tne reserve r3om.

to major newspapers,
A microfilm index, by topic,

NNI can lead you to news stories
related to your topic - a great source of relevant cxanoles.
Editorials can alss be useful*intercsting - they’ll  snow

the different  arguments that can ga into your topic.

The library has the major newspapers on microfilm (up to
Y/30/87 fn mast cases): more recent issues are available
on’request at the periodical’s desk. You can also ask
the person there to help you locate microfilm sources.

Another path to relevant newspaper articles is the inaex
to a particular p a p e r . These indices come in book form,
and are available for the New York times, Washinqton Post,
wall Street Journal, and otners.
by topic,

They are alsa organized
ana are located in the periodicals room.

3) Statist ical Abstracts of the United States: Provides
statist ics by topic. Available on request from the
Reference desk.

!

4) Facts on File:
events.

gives a very brief synopsis of major news
Also at the reference desk.

5) Louis: check the computer for an.y major books OR your
but don’t get bogged down in books.

topic,

more important for current issues.
Current press will be

6) Your friendly reference librarian:
will be delighted to hel; ycl~,

the reference library
If you are nice to him/her.

Eelshe can direct you to helpful  resources  for your scecifis
~spfcs, as  well as helo ycu use the matrrizls  listed aoo*/e.
As;c him/her about findfnq gallop  pails cn yaur topic ,  ts
522 how public sent.iment  goes.

Parameters of Your Research Paper

You will need to pace yourself as you work on the research
paper. Complete your research before the break so that you *
can’have a draft by Oecember 1. At that time,
with a classmate,

I will pair you
and you. can exchange drafts and receive peer

feedback before you revise,



Pf you research your topic ~~~11, you should end up
with 2t least 15 articles to oct!Jally use in your presentation.
Make sur2 they the nat all fron “.he same type of source (i .e. ,
15 newspaper articles is not acciiptable). They should be from
at least 4 different sources. I

The MLA Handbook will be on!! of your most important resources
as you work o n your research pazer. Look through it ‘to ‘see rhat
it can offez you. Everyone sncala read th* following sections:

1. Plagf arism, pp. 19-23 (shows you how to quote and
summarize your sources without

. ._ plagiarizing)
2. - Mechanics: Titles,‘pp 02-48 -

Quotations, pp. M-56
Footnotes, section 5.8, pp. 365-181.
(These are mostly pages of examples to
which yau can refer as you include quotes,
rite titles, and compile footnotes and
bibliography, so it’s not as much reading
as it looks like.)

.

The Basics

- Research paper, eight, pages
- Complete foptnotes and bibliography .
- Argues your position on a current issue
- Uses at least 15 articles from at least 4 different sources
-. Be prepared to hand in 211 you wark, - from beginning your

library search to reyfsin.g your first. draft,
.

Draft due, Tuesday, December 1;

.
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After you'vez??co rded book possibi.Lities? JW..l*re Eady t:, search indexes,
Start yrith the aders" Guide,
on your topic that seern useful.,

Check at least 3 years a?d list articles

headings you found.
Cross reference using the YubJect

De sare to exT$anC all abbreviations o-r' ?eriodicpJ.
naifles.

Nov; check a suecializsd index fcr more material on yotrr topic, 'Yhi ch
ones will you use?

List articles that are relevani; that you find on your topic.
~121 abbreviations,

Expand
3enexber -ia consult indexes for mo? than one year,
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!-irite down floor locations of your materials, Then go after Rem,
!,'ork systematically, floor by floor, ar1.C. your sear& will go much
faster,

Don't SCOOT) UJ) every source you find, but take the time to evaluate
each SriePly. '%en you find a journal or periodical, skim he article,
Put a star in front 02 your listiil;: o-f every article that is useful.
Iut a 1 in front of every article that provide= a useful bibliography.
Crsss out duds, Af$er sraluatinz these sources, you mi$!lt gather uy,
key articles for xcroxing, noWthe locations of the others, and
returntie volunes to their exact Tositione on the shelves.

Y'hen yo-,.z find CT boo!:, evaluate it for relevance ant! reliability,  a.8
you did the article:;, If it loo?.s good, take ii; to che&zZ: it OUS,
Uon't ~a:i.t azd. go back for it later--it night not te there, I? a
book is net use~ul~, cross it off your list and put it back in its s?ot,

if you KEZ can't find a book, zournal, or periodical in the stacks:
--Check nearby XeroxiC~ rams;
fmx it and left it tizer?.

someone may have made copies

--Go to the circulation desk,
havenot act:ow-ted for,

Ask about the sources you

titles,
(You'll need to provide autw,

SC. ca!,l nuxbsrs, ) Initiate a search for any item
that is ml. 3siq, and pu-ti a hold on any itea that is checked
OL?rf&

Azned vi-th this, yc 2 re. ready t0 resezrch, If you havecqk been
recordiq your information  on notecards, tr&&fer all the essential
information about the useful sources you found to notecards now,
for ES-~ reference, and t7 make ~om-~Llin.g your final bibliography simple,

This tool to help students get started on the

research paper could be refined and streamlined,

but it works to get them digging in the library --

digging thoroughly.



EXERCISE IN TONE

What is the writer's attitude toward his subject  and his audience in
each of the following? Can you characterize the speaker? What is your
first impression of this person?

1.

2.

4.

$.

6.

You have received my formal application which consists almost en-
tirely of dry statistics that are perported to enable you to make
a judjement as to my intellectual competance. However, that
application does little to reveal me as a person. Hopefully the
remainder of this letter shall remedy that inadequacy.

This evening I caught my feet in the rungs of the cafeteria chair,
and it took my roommate and I fifteen minutes to extricate me.
Jane, fortunately, is used to these little situations by now and
was fairly efficient in dragging me out of sight for the operation,
although she was laughing hysterically the whole time.

Actually, I don't understand why your organization requires this
autobiography, but I can't see any harm in it. Therefore, here goes.

I am answering your advertisement that appeared in Saturday's edition
of the Herald for the position of mother's helper for next summer. I
am interested in this position because I enjoy working with young children,
and your two little girls sourd. really exciting. I realize that a
personal interview will be necessary later, but I thought that I would
give you a few facts about myself first.

Due to my inquisitive feminine nature, I have been prompted to write
for further information concerning your ad for a sophisticated cornpar+
ion. In return, for your interest and delight, I should like to tell
you something of myself.

While I was a student at I.S.U.,
literature instructors.

I became quite close to one of my

in my future.
Mrs. Moran was so helpful and very interested

Upon telling her that I was transferring to the
University of Illinois, she enthusiastically told me about your friend-
ship with her. She recounted some of the trials and tribulations that
the two of you had suffered as undergraduates. She insisted that I
write to you and introduce myself. She felt if we could get acquainted
you might be willing to help me get adjusted more quickly to my new
surroundings. In order that you will know me better, I will tell you
something about my background and future plans.
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Deductive Reasonina

In deductive reasoning, you offer an established principle or
premise, and then argue on the basis of it. @e:hind a11 deductive
reasoning lies the sylloaism, which tests the validity of the
primary assertion.
by a canclusian.

A syllogism consists of two premises, followed

The main fallacies of deductive reasoning are:

1) Assuming the truth of what you are trying to prove: in
other words, using the premise as your conclusion.

Women's place is in the home, so they shouldn't
be running off to work.

2) Using non sequitur, or asserting a conclusion which does
not follow from the premise.

This is the best movie I've seen all year; it
should win an Oscar for sure.

3) Arguing post hoc, erao prooter hoc (after this, therefore
because of this): reasoning from coincidence to establish
causation.

I w.an't say it's his fault, but she certainly
was not an alcoholic before she married him.

The Svlloaism

A well-reasoned syllogism looks like this:

A B.=
C A.=

THEREFORE C = 8.

For instance,

All men are mortal. (A = men, 6 = mortal; A = 8)
Socrates was a man. (C = Socrates, A = men; C = A)
Socrates is mortal. (C = Socrates, E = mortal; C = 8).

Faulty syllogisms can have premises which are not true (where
A does not equal 6); or they can switch the logic around.
Consider the following example:

God is color-blind. (A = God, 8 = color-blind)
My father is color-blind. (C = father, B = color-blind)

note: C = I3 instead of C = A)
My father is God. (C = A, instead of C = 6.)



what Is wrong with the following 'syllogisms?

Oiet causes weiaht loss.
Death causes weight loss.
Death is a diet.

All babies crawl.
All snakes crawl.
A;; babies are snakes..e-

All fictions are facts.
All lies are fictions.
All lies are facts.

All men are mortal.
All wamen are excluded from the category men.
All wamen are immortal.

All nuns are women.
All nuns. aremrchaste.
All women are chaste.

All men have noses.
My dog has a nose.
My dog is a man.

Nothing is better than God.
A hot dog is better than nothing.
A hat dog is better than God.

All gill breathers are fish.
A human embryo breathes with gills at 6 weeks.
A 6 week old embryo is a fish.

Any organism with human chromosomes is human.
A human embryo has human chromosomes at conception.
A human embryo is a human.

The taking of human life is evil.
Capital punishment takes a human life.
Capital punishment is evil.
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Analyzinc Persuasive Techniaues in Advertising

Please select from one of the following topics ror a four to
five page essay. Study Berger’s essay (Scholes d Comlcy, 230-2353
before you begin, and incorporate his analysis of:how ads work

. into you'r own (i.e., show hour the ads do what Berger says they do).

1. Decide on a magazine that interests you. Consider the :
advertisements in it. Categorize the ads accordir,g to the
persuasive techniques they use, and the images they present?
What absolutes do the ads appeal to? How do they define these
absolutes? Yhat do they promise the prospective buyer? How are ’
the ads simiiar and different? Wcuid ycu hc able to guess what
magazine (or at least rhat type of magazinc),they came from? How?

2. Decide on a product, and find advertireaents  for it in several
different magazines. Analyze the persuasive techniques and images
presented in each ac!, How do the appeals diff’et? HOR is. the aspeal
adjusted to entice the assumed audfence? Yhzt diftcrent absolutes
are presented, and what promises made? &a da the d!iPerent contexts
determine (relate to) each ad’s approach?

7 Pick an absolute - for instance, patriotisla (a.common theme .
i; latt in advertising), feaininity,  or ezsculinity (3~ c o m e  u p
with your Own) - and find several ads for different prociucts which
build their persuasive power on the absolute. -Analyze the different
messages and definitions. How and why are they presented.fn  the
persuasive service of the products?

*

, ’

Plan to say and plan tc do due Tuesday, lCI/Z~.*

Final essay due Tueiday, 1113.

*See Flower, pages 70-72, if you forget whet these are.


