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Choice and Convention in Writing: What Can We
Change, and What Are We Stuck With?

Thematic focus and Ideas: subject, mode of discourse (narration,
description, arguwent, persuasion, etc)
thematic design for generating and/or
organizing ideas; integration of
details and examples from observation,
reading, etc.

Rhetorical Aims and Attitudes: have specific readers or audience
In mind and their expectations
regarciing the subject and the writer;
maintain a consistent point of view,
tone, and style.

Genre or Type of Writing Project: Determine the kind of writing
required for the subject, circumstances
and audience (fo1r instance, a simple
personal note versus a sonnet).

Structural Format and Coherence: Use transitional devices,
parat};raphlng, subsections, subheads,
typeface, other reader-based structural
evices, composition components, and
manuscript conventions.

Syntax: Maintain logical word order, grammatical structure,
coordination, subordination, and
effective closure of sentences.

Diction: Choose words that convey meaning and style accurately
and effectively.

Standard Written English: Use the dialect and conventions of
standard written discourse as
distinguished from idiom or the
irregular patterns of speech.

Spelling and Punctuation: uss standard orthography and
conventional dgraphlc devices of
mechanics and punctuation.

Copying and Proofreading: Use legible handwriting or accurate
typing, the motor skills of written
composition, and proofread the final
draft or copy for errors.

Adapted from work of Professors Nold (Stanford) and Bracy (Beaver)
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Prewriting Exercise: Gathering Details for Description

These gages are intended to nelp you generate a collection of
specific details to use in YOUr description Gaper, and to give you
mastery of several different, powerful techniques for generating
ideas. Some of tne strategies will prove helpful for ycur
description paper, some may not -put make & serious effort at
trying each one. The important point is to have these methods in
your repetoire, and to oeable tO use them when nelpful.

Refer to Flower chapter 6 as necessary in completing this
exercise. You may want 1O tihink of each approach in terms of a
question (restate it to yourself in question form), as we began to
do in class on Tuesday. If you do, please jot down any questions
which you find helpful.

This exercise should be handed in with your descriptionpaper
on Tuesday, 9/22.




1) Brainstorm on your topic:
ten minutes.

write without stopping for five to

2 4



Imagine a dialogue with a potential reader on your topic.
by giving your reader a nutshell summary of your topic.

Begin
knat

guestions would your reader ask? How would you answer them?

2 <




3) Playing Aristotle

a) Define the essentials of your topic for the reader who
knows nothing.

b) Compare and contrast your topic with relevant other
things (This Wwill be an important strategy for description; S€€,
for instance, the Agee piece on Buster Keaton).

c) Give some causes and effects of Yyour topic.

d) Give some evidence to support your topic.

Rb



4) Tagmemics - Playing Physicist

time.

a) Describe your topic as a particle - as a thing in itself.

c) Describe your topic as a part of a field - as a thing in

a context.

]
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5) Analogies: What's it Like?
a) Give a personal analogy - imagine you are the topic Of
solution.

b) Give a direct analogy -compare the topic to something
concrete (see fFlower to discern now this differs from Aristotle’s
compare and contrast).

) c) ~Give a symbolic analogy - COmpare your topic to an
abstraction.

d) Tfantasy Analogy...
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Prewriting Strategies: 0Oialogue with the Reader

Examples :

Reader : Is he nice? Would you have ﬂty for him sr scorn
him? What is his appearance? How did he g2t that way?
How does he find enough food in garbage cans? Yhat
does he find? 0Does he have any friends?

Answers: Very nice, caring person. _

Have pity for him because he*sahuman being and nobody
should live that way. Doesn’'t know how he got that way
just unfortunate. ODoesn‘tfind enough foecd and is very
ungry all. the time. Hopefully find a gosdmseal some-
Ilwhere. He finds the leftovers and garbage of the.
fortunate people, crusts of bread. Doesn’t have many
friends, It s a very lonely life. (Julie s. )

My grandmo_ther serves everyone first she glears the table (Does
everyone wait?) Everyone starts eating. Does she get time to eat?)

She has time to eat. She usually waits until most of the family

is satisfled before she gets her ownplate...(Is she fat? chubby?)
Grandmotherly! She has an apron around her waist - usually a dish-
towel - (She sounds grandmotherly!) Yeah - she is. She eats a
small portion of everything she made! (Can you clarify that?) a spoon .
ful of cooked vegetables, chicken or neat that was cooked in the
soup...Usually the dishes are ﬂlled up - maybe some of the older
grandchildren will offer to help (Does shehave to do thfs all heself

or do you help her?) Usually help refused. (De parents push you?)
No... (Ruth E.)

(Yho did she eat with?) She ate with about ten friends. (Did her
eating bother anyone else?) Yes, but | was the only one who
could say snything... (Elisa)

-w L. dr L PBaan v .. o
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Prewriting Strateqgies: Definition

Questions which definition answers:

- What are the essential elements of the topic?

- klaw would you describe it to someone who has never
heard of ft?

-Whylisit a valid topic?

Examples:

Randy is at Legal Seafoods., located in Boston, which {s an
elegant, casual, moderately priced restaurant. He selfishly orders
abruptly and loudly to the waiter who is trying to take the order
from a couple sitting three tables ‘away. Ten minutes later a plate
of 20 shrimps and two bowls of thick, rich, tomato red sauce appears
before him, withaliter ef whole milk accompanying it. The eating
utensils lay untouched on’a white linen napkin which also lays
untouched "on the table. He hurriedly eats without stopping to chew
one shrimp more than twice. (Julie H.}

Khalid is at & dumpy cafe in the desert town of Gaber - one
that he picked out. e yells to the timid waiter to come take
his order quickly, as we are in a hurry. The spotless table is a
tornado site aftér we leave with the majority of the mess on .
Khalid's side. He eats very quickly and talks with food in his
mouth the whole time. (Carrie)

*, . . .s L,
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Prewriting Strategies: Comparison and Contrast

Questions: _ o _
- what other things are similar to your topic? _
- What would you say are the opposites tov\your topic?
- How would you ca e%orlze your topic - What like things
would you class with it?

Examples:

Other people eat with a certain politeness, but ha eats
to live and its is shown at the table when he eats. {Ron)

Totally unrelated to anything except possibly the Three
Stooges. (Jonathan)

The gttentien shs pays tz the functicn of eatingis

comparable to a person eatin? while they are asfeep. This is
_ discussion with a second party
then her entire attention turns to that person, watching that

unless she IS in some type o

person as a football fan wathces the last minute of a close
game. (Jaale)

Randy chews shrimp like a cow chews grass: unlike, an elegs:t

French aristocrat who delicately savors each bite of super:
cuisine. ..The bits of shrimp spear out of his mouth in tir;

white bits mixed with saliva as the white pus squeezes oui of

a pimple in globs. (Julie H.)

(G
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Prewriting Strategies: Cause and Effect

Questions: _ _ _ _ _
-.Does anything directly cause the topic under discussion? How?
- Does it have any specific effects? How?

Examples:

She often times spills her food because she is so intent upon
what she is thlnkln? of that she forgets what sheis actually
doing at the time. (Jamie)

The green slimy snot at the tip of his nose caused him to
wipe his hand across his 1ip to remove the stringy balls,
and capture them in his finger tips which then return to
his lap for a cleaning. (Julie)

Prewriting Strataoies: Evidence

Questions:
- ¥hagt do I know about the topic? . _
- What evidence, experience validates sy claims? (Either
personal experience or second hand knowledge)

Example:

I1find thet when I'm around people like Donny that | am
totally repulsed. It seems as though he ispart of a totally
different civilization. But like a foreigner | am fascinated
by such habits. (Ruth L.)
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Prewritina Strateqgies, Taymemics: See Yopic as a Particle

Questions:

- . Yhat specific processes are involved in the topic?
- How do they function?

Examples:

She is a bubbly, yet intelligent girl. She is very outgoing
yet she is a heavy thinker. she focuses her interest on one
thing at a time. She is outgoing, considerate, critical,

and sometimes has trouble expressing herself. Physically, she
is a short brown-haired girl with large brown eyes. (Jamie)

Each strand of spaghetti is eaten differently byKhalid. Some
?ée i_n)haled quickly while some sre slopped in by his hands.
arrie :

Every bite of shrimp.enters his mouth whele and quickly nova
from the right side to the left and then quickly down his
throat with some whole milk t_ralllngb close behind. His hands
appear dry and cracked with bits of black material under the
tips of the fingernails. (Julie H.)

Sea Topic as a Wave

Questions:

- Hoy does the topic change given tiara?
- How has the topic changed from a past point? Why?

Examples:

Shereen will do the same thing in eollege and in work after
college too0. (Elisa)

This guy will sventually be exposed to fast food - because if
we spend enough ‘time together he is galing to memorize two all
beef patties in both fast food chains. Debbie K.)

Shyness...has different degrees, depending on how many friends
one has or one could just be shy in a new crowd, or rith girls
or boys, one could be camera shy, however it all has to do
with self-confidence and self-esteem. (Marc)

4
Fromthe beginning he started out fine until he ordered the
pizza. Then he became savage. But in the and he walked away
calmly. (Ruth t.)

Randy starts off with aplatz full of 20 shrimp, 2 bowls of

thick, red sauce, and a liter of whale milk. As the shrimp,
sauce and milk disappear, guzzle after guzzle and smz2ck after

SEork. - - Llulis #}




%4

Tagmenmice: fee topic in a field

Questions:’

-- What contexts are. sppropriate for this topic? what do they
tell us about tha topic?

- How does this tonic fit into *the big picture”?

Examples:

Context of thzbiy city. there is a lot of happiness, but
thereis a lot o” unhappliness asthe man represents. (Julies.)

Surrounding :ou3les and families turn around and stare at the
interesting lore individual rho endlessly feeds himself and
allows food te cover his face and hands as {f they were only
tocls and n:t-art of himself. People wonder why this

individual 1s incapable of reaching for his napkin or.even of
using hisvtensils ..Everyfew minutes the.womsgn sitting directly
beside hia a% the next table will feel a particle hitting

her lip ar ei2ek that came directly from Randy’s mouth..

(Julie H)

In the restiurant everyone is staring at Khalid because of his
rude mgnners When he belches itis likeafog heznon a silent
ocean. Al. af the customers are appalled and voice there
disapprovsi In whispers. Uhen he drops his fork & single strand
of pasta ‘lles across the floor and lands ‘on the shoe of a

nearby pstron. The red goop forever to leave a bloody stain
onthemn's shoe. (Carrie)

Shyness ’sa personal characteristic that one has in terms of
dealin;#ith things in the environment. One could feel
comfortaile and introverted, or shy, or.a bully type person,
or a ‘ollower, etc. Shyness is being uncomfortable and there-
fore refraining to associate .with things around them. (Marc)

she is une of those multi-talented persons, rhocan excel
irAacademics, athletics, and as a human being in society. A
p-rson rho would just as soon spill food on her new shift than
Jnore the person with shorn she isspeaking IN order to make
Mre she doesn'tdo just that, (Jamie)

LR e WPl . Sadopit. e v WWM&B‘AJI% PPy A
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Prewriting Strategies: Analogies

Personal Analogy

Questions:

- “uJsl2 | personally relate to this teple? Yhat is it's
significance to me?

- How would it reel to be this topic?

Examples:

| don't talk with people for a long time unlessI'm

interested, that is bacuasa I'm timers, Thet IS Whg | pay

such close attention to them. It's a bit funny rhen 1 spill

something, and I usually don't do irraperable damsge...Some~

?Jmef I) get caught up in thought, and not such else matters.
amis .

Oirect Analagy

Questions:
-What concrete image Or process doss my topic make me

think of? . _
- What metaphor or simile would best represent my topic?

Examples..
Danny is like a lemon because on the outside it is prett
?nd r;:u.-l)l.ou (a subtle color), but on the inside it is sour.
Ruth L

Shyness is like a tape player playing friendly music that
1syJust shut off witﬁ théopryass %f }';/1 b%tton. (Marc)

X el e, NS BN T e NG Al Tl i s Nt -
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Svabolic Anslogyv

Questions:

-What abstract image of process best describes my t_ogic’?
- What abstract simile or metaphor represents my topic:

Examplas:

It is like a war.Avietsry. They destruct everything,

sparing nothing/ hog:, ® J*eys wanting scre and protecting
what they hava. (Rutt L.)

With_her body and cl:thing as her canvas, and chance as her
inspiration, "ehe is Like an artist. (Jonathan)

Fantasy Analegy

Questions:

- What wil¢ fantasy best represents sy topic to me?

- t—.

Examples:

Jon should be force: to ‘go to a convent for20 years. (L arry)

She is 80 close to bemﬁ perfect it would be great Iif Jjust
this once s*e could spill things all over herself and not
look like her usual perfect self. (Jonathan)’

It 1s like lreving your body there to eat as a. mindless
being, and letting our mind go wherever it rants to

including into another place of only thought not physical being.

(Jamie)
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1. Subject matter-- choose an area of interest

Now, note as many catayories of this subject as possible

2. Trial Topic-- select a topic out of your notes above

1. Is this topie likely to sustain ny interest
t hroughout the writing project?
why ?

2. Is it appropriate to my witing audi ence?
How?

3. Can it lead to a thesis of the expected type?
How?

4. Does it involve enough complexity for davzlopment at
assay | ength?
Wher e?

5. Do | have enough supporting material to work wth?
3. Further definition of topic

Who?

What?

When?

Wher e?

Wy ?

How?




C. Begin w:.tn ‘a’ Question

BEGLRIICGS AD LIDILGS

“Adapted from Questions of Tietoric and Lsa@, by Itcnnem fockvell. Little,
_Brown and Company 1971. pp. 23-20. -

Papers 'can begin witi either a specific instance or a generality. Either
way, the lead paragraph nust' (l) attract the.reader's attention, (2) make the
subject of the paper plain and (3) suggest the witer's approach to the prob-
lem at hand. The first sentence suould pull the reader into the dialogue.
Sonetines the best way to begin a paper does not becone apparent until “the

witer has warmed up his topic by composing several hundred words. First
drafts rarely couta'in_gffeetive openers.

a. ilake ‘a Drief Thesis Statement

A sicple declarative sentence pI ungl ng |nto the mddl e of the subject is
aluays effectlve TeT

" Supersonic f ligut will Upset the  Paper on the aircraft indmtry states a
" ‘econom'’ of the aircraft industry. thesis at once and sets the stzge for

furtier conmentary.
The search for the origin of words

can be fun. The forbiddinr topic of ety:nolo?y is
. o : rrade pal at able, .~
b Refer to Co;t':t..ub'c')"r'alwtvénts' P .-I i ‘v'_ o «.":- ‘ T -
Tn the past, few montis, public i Pote that tuis beginning, though quite

healt.x experts, -worki-tg closely *.gpecific, al so signals a general t opi c:
wita teams oOf sanitarv engineers, -public health -procedures.

.have uucovered an’ alarming inci-

dence of yellow’ fever along the

| ower regions of the Central -~

tmerican coact.

- o . . T I
P LN ey 2 L asl PO

The difference betweerr an’ ef f ect i ve and ineffective opet_ing question
“Ginges on lepgth and snecificity, TIL e i e

CUE

. FOOR - ST e e LT A‘CC"PTABLE
o - Have you ever ‘bean to Tonganoxie" WYhat were the ngj or cxaracteri:stics of
" Uuat about the 'sorority girl? - < life in a nedieval monstery? .
‘Dave you found God? . -ls thers a special reason for viewing

Waat's wrong with today's young? the conduct .of today's.young peopl e with
Is the progressive, accelerating alarn®

i ngeni ous person at fault? io, Uhat is a poenP ... ..

he is nmnot. - ~Howw can a minority person ‘on a camp

' ) such as this achieve a share of equality

d. Begin with a fuotation o .
For those Without retentive memories, thereare numerous handbooks of
aphorisms, proverbs and witticisns, many of waich can effectively arouse
the reader's interest. o .

Good manners - A 'gencleﬁan is ?é person wvho never iasult:
. .anyone unintentionally. 2ICN.
Death len fear death as little 'children fear

to go into the dark. SI? FTANCIS TACOH
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Onen with a ewspap2r Lead
Answer tue questions lue? tuat? WMen? iaere? and uow? in the | ead sentence.
Goi ng so guards against wandering oo far away fromthe topic.

Tobert Flint, 19, of 116 Hubbard  Although you will not be writing‘ news

Street, a student at tunicipal . -ieceos, the specificity of such a for-
Juni or College (vho), died(what) +ula can be advantageous in an expository
| ast night about 8:00 P.li.(vhen) paper as well; much information is con-
near the intersection of Vine: veyed concisely. '

and Route &40(wvhere) when his car
ski dded and overturned on slick .
pavement (how) .

Use Active Voice
ilo bl anket rule can be -laid dowm forbidding passive verbs in openl ng
sentences. In sone objective writing, @ passive verb conveys the right
'nuance of scientific accuracy. | f there is room for choice; use an active
verb. It carries greaterforce and enphasis.

PASSIVE ACTI VE
Her: levels of sophistication are The teaching of uigh sciioel Inglish-has -
nowv found in tas teaching of achi eved new | evel s of sophistication.
hi gh school Eaglisl. -

Avoi d Over-reliance on the Title

The title of the paper cannot substitute for a clear statenent of subject
in the opening sentence or paragraph. Examine the two sentences bel ow that,
beg| n a cheme caI I ed “The Parl.ing Probl em at itidwest UnlverS| ty

'Thi., is a big oroblem. Just | ast Tr aff| c is a m»ajor probl em at M dvest

nighs I vas forced to park ny car University, wvherestudent affluence and -
-increaced en:ollmenc have combined to
produce more automcbiles than parkinp

spaces. . )
Avoi d Vague Beprinnings - o ‘
o PCOR . TDVISED . TN
“Harcotics offers many ki nds of .. -The problem of narcotics anpng students

problenms,. The probl ens are dif- - has been grossl y exaggerated by jour—: NG
ficult to solve. Life can be hard nalists, since the addicts as a group
‘as the eéxperience of everyone .are i mited largely to the unsfabl e and
shows. - The problems we face and rejected. Pew students choose the drug
how we solve ‘thenare the way in Way as a solution to 1ife s probl ens
which the world sees us.

T - Conbi ne__Beginning Devices :

An introduction may include, for examplc, a first sentence comsisting
"of a strikine quotation, a second sentence offering a thesis, a third
sentence of furnishing background naterial, and a fourth sentence em'
ploying an anecdot e.

"Al1l the world's a stage," says Quot e from Suakespeare arouses interest

Jaques, the melancholy figure of and al so irplies purpose of paper. 2nd
Shalespeare's &s You Like It. #nd sentence gives enough background informa-
he m ght also have added, so is tion to bring the probleminto focus and
tile G obe Playiouse, the site of also offers a statement of purpose: to
.Shalespeare's dranati c triumpias, sicw tiie link between the theater of the
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alittle imtation of the world. splaynouse and the theater of the world.
£ recent discovery of a forgotten Third sentence adds further clarifying
boo!: on Llizabethen MENDIry devices inforratiom.

reinforces the belief thatJaques Fourth sentence roves toward the anec-
was enpl oying nore than a rere dotal citation of the activity of London

met aphor in his conparison be- underwor | d characters.
tueen tne world and the stage.

Nuite possibly the gulls and -
gal lants, culled fromthe paces

of Tom Dekicer's Tue Qull'S Hanc-

book, a guidebook to London [ow

life, found inside the G obe play-

house a deliberate replica of

the [arger world of mar..

The cl osing paragraph of an essay can serve vari Ous purposes: tO
summrize, to synthesize, to restate, and to evaluate. The importance of - .
tue ending is in direct proportion to the lenpth of the paper. # short
essay of two or three hundred words does not need the sanme el aborate
termnation as a |lengthy essay of several thousand words. |deally the
good ending will suggest itself; however:, in the event of the lack of
| deas, there are stock ganbits to bc enpl oyed.

Fnd with a Summary

tnd so the forces shaping the Tudor dynasty remai ned throurhout the
sixteenth century rooted deeply in religious, economic, and political
issues. The establishment Of a national churchi insured the triruph of
Lnglish val ues over those Of the lediterranean: The increased tenpo of
trade brought new wealth to the riddle cl asses who supported the crown
against | andowners; and the increased power of the city nmerchants in turn
insured a reservoir of sentiment friemcly to the queen, herself the descen-
dant of a commoner..

———-%—_End by Using a Single Striking St atenent

There seens |[ittle question tiuat the United States nas | earned of tariff
problems only by trial and crror, at great pain and loss to herself.

Tue probl em of secating priorities at iZddwest University basketball ganes
still threatens faculty-student relationshins.

End with a 'Jarning :lote

A warning note indicating that the close is near would include such phrascs
as. finally, in conclusion, the solution t:en, as has teen seen, to re-
capitulate, lastly, and to review the issue., :‘alke Sure 10T t0O USe these

i ndi cators haphazardly; the naterial they precede must bSe conclusive in

nat ure.




EXERCISES IN DEVELCPING A THESIS STATEMENT

. Some of the follow ng would make acceptable theses and sonme would not
because they lack restriction, unity or clarity. Find those that are
not acceptable and explain why you rejectthem Rewrite the theses you
rej ect

1. In the following essay I would like to tell you about VI STA
2. -Quaker education is essentially a religious education.
3. U S involvement in Indochina has had unfortunate results.

4. This essay will deal with the difference in sal aries between
teachers and professional athletes.

5. Qur acconplishnents in-the Sspace programare out of this world.

6. The popul ar conception of-a-schizophrenic as .a person with a
"split personality" is 4inaccurate.

7. Conpared with other |anguages, English has a relatively simple
grammar, but its spelling is conplex and confusing.

8. Hawaii has a great future.

9. Student witing would be considerably inproved if nore attention
were paid to restricting t heses.

10.  The use of drugs has increased significantly in the last ten years.
Sonme drugs, such as LSD, are adnittedly dangerous, but there is
consi derabl e di sagreement about marijuana

11. The use of drugs has increased significantly in the last ten years.

71. You have begun raading 'essays iz Decker by now and shoul d have forned a few
ideas for your first theme. Find a thesis for one of them that you think
you coul d devel op adequately in about three pages. This may involve some
prewriting. Wite down this thesis on a separate piece of paper and do
nﬁt put your name on it. Be sure the thesis is restricted, unified and
cl ear.




T TRODUCTIOmS AL COWCLUSIOUS

| ntroductions

wvao''.

- e me

e

attract reader's atteation by relatingc toplc to current event or
controversy
--censorship: tue |local controversy overZeeo Throat

start with a statenent wmaking the reader take a new | ook at a familiar
situation

--We have all occasionally received parking ticlkets and cursed tle
policeman vho gave ‘them to us, but how manyofus have stomped to
consi der what would happen if no rmore parting tickets were given?

limt subject by prpceedinp from a general situation to a svecific
instance

--Today' s Anerican housewi fe has to put up with an inflation rate of
97 on food. 30 gecgrapuical area in the United States has escaped
this alarmng inflation of prices om everything from applco to
zucchini. But one of the hardest iit areas i5 Urbana, |L.

use initial quotation as keynote for rest of paper

-—Jilliam G Perry a Harvard administrator, has mnoted that tie student
CAU'II'OI. : Don't abuse tais form by quoting Material that is not crucial
to the paper or by quoting from dictionaries.

dramatize an' issue with s:nking facts or statistics
——One out of every eigat residents of Caampaign-Urbana will be robbed
or assaul ted tiis year.

hei ghten the point with a striking contrast

—3Ilack Americsms can expect to live rouguly 9.3 fewer years than
vhite /mericans.

clarify a key term by an initial definitiom

—A.pentleman | S one who never iatentiomally hurfs anot her person and
whose company one finds as comfortable as an olc easy chair. LI'ysses
S. Gant was no gentleman.

establish your qualificatioms for dealing witk a subject by using a
biograpnical or personal corment

—After thirty-nine years of teachinp rhetoric, | have come to the
concl usi on that the part of the sevester spent on parapraph coherence
i S the wost rewarding for ULeth student and teacher.

assume the attack by denying a currently accepted assunption

--For the last two years, two hundred mllion Azericans have wearily
followed the antics of politicians in Washingtom, B.C. l'ost viewers
now cynically declare taat the American drcam has been shattered.
ilevertheless, recent events in Washingtom do not in fact support this
concl usion. Pather, the Watergate fiasco indicates a high |evel of
"morality in our governnent.
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A

b}

waiie UpP the apatietic reader with zwéll-phrased,controversial question -
—~Isitthe concerned citizen's rigit tO assacsinate @ President yhose
policies arcleading the couatry t0 what the citizea believes to be
destruction?

CAUTICH: Aveid questions that zra coo obvious, t00 ocbscuze, t00
exaggerated, or too biased.

Cenclusions - (Authors and pare nunbers refer to Zhe idorton Reader.)

L.

2,

lemorable restatement Of ‘the central idea (Kemmedy, 433)

final anecdote that r2inforces central. idea wthout explicit
(Perry, 249)

careful estimateof the significance of the conclusions reached in the
paper

forecast or warning based on facts developed in the paper (Tich, 353)
an essential condizien for future progress (Bellow, 423)
a suggestion for corrective action (Ring, 674)

jTIGi: This action nust develop |logically frem your paper and not

be to0 sweeping or unreasonable.

areturn froo tuespucific to the geczeral, relating the findings of
the papar t0 a gemeral trend or idea (Hoffer, 330-331)

Common Errors

L

noncomm ttal platitude

—This problem descerves the serious attention of every rigat-thiaking
dnerican.

wmriounded optimstic prediction
-3ut every cloud has a silver lining. (See also no. 5 below
But the future | ooks bright.

undevel oped panacaa

~=The restoration of proper discipline in tie nation's schools wll
nale juveuile delipqueacy a thing of the past.

concl usion- that rai ses problems that weaken or distract frem the
point of tie paper

-G course, a swmall car has obvious disadvantages for a family with
numerous children or for tie traveler in need of |uggage space.

cli cues

reatactsment .



Scme quastiens for cozprensnsive evaluztion

dnnlyzis and Efaluation - 3

°

A. The Qverzil Begszy,

o.

I3 the sithor's 3ubjeet worth &lazuting? Is 1t a2 point of faci?
Aamagtsr ef parsens 29%¢? P2ez tas ploes have argumszniative
adge?

Do the thesis, structurs, %one, 8iyls, and arguments f£it together?

Is the suthor’s appasal o emotion and/sor lsogle apprepriata to
the subjest and the audisncse?

Lo2:3 thoe mosay svidencs considercsion forﬁﬁa sudisnce? Will i3
razeh 3¢5 intendad audisnce? wWill 1% alisnate 1is intsndsd sudiencs?

Is the sasay's erganizaion elear? Coafusing? Izpactiuli?
Comnpsliling? Antl.olimaciie?

{f tha azsthor u3sg 8 snecisel oirvategy of presentation, is it
gultable to her subjsc® and audiensa? Doas Sthe #ratezy havs
disadvantagas, sush as preveating the author from adressing

opuosing viawy or frem sslidly sudssanilaling her thesis?

8, Authorial inags and tona.,

1

- ¢

2,

3.

Q.

Ig the suthor rellazls? Doss shs Sosm & gualified to write o
her gudjeat? - :

- - - - C
Does the a2uthsze’e assumad rels word well %o supprt haz srgumsni?
Loss 4% comchow Cetract Froa 1457 Yould saothor have worked destss?

Does the imazge tha auther puds foxia zuppart or uadernirns her
ergumant?  Would wnsthar have workad Taliiary

Doss ths mithorts tono work to support o undérmine har atansa?
dould anoither havse werisd daziltar?

c. Hsat and guis.

Cantant.

1.

4.

Ars theres flaws in the sumthor’s yeasening? Docs she juap o
unfoundad ¢sneciucions? Muka basdy gensralizallona?  Azssrt any~

-
thing ez 21 objectlva siatemsnt of faes hag lz really a2 maliar

of opinion or tasie? Arz cusal 2xplanatisns adsqustely supporied?
g e unspokanaﬁsunpiinma vou idantified valld? Ars fnay
arguabls? I£ you have som2 basis for doudting & sasumption,
yeu sheuld ciosely gqussilon the masen or cenclusion thaw’s
based on 1%,

o - =, 4 e A "4 &
ATz Tharz altarnate concluglons that sre conelistant with ithz

. ‘ B o &L A o, - - o P S
ALLROTY g Seaong ©2asonst Lo Bhmsa Wrow Thy enlasvl s JUNSLUS1an

inzo quastion?

Do23 the authsr usaz any of tha Dllowling Leating -« tactien
that may &% firstdance look like they provide solid zupport,

el A A a2t Y ARy TR RIS B e Sy B B A T 8P AN A A S D T ?
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P e, S e W Ll (B setl e et ey

bud the? wnisx gisvizal axamiznadion ézil 1o hgld uwpt {Sush
tagticz axs oftan uzcd 4o bolator z flimay o inscadotely-
thougat-sus promant, ) '
a. Hane-calling, Attacking an individual as opposed to arguing
nd dispuiing ideas or po;*c*es
D, Aupaaliwg ¥o group~-spprovad ajtitudas. =Host pecple hoid , , e
c, c‘a*ing fiittering gensralities, verzus sclid fachs, reasens, ete,
d. Extanding sn ouconent’s ov'4i§£ to a clearly negative extreme
in crdsr t° wake ghvacxing is ea3dy end suppoting %he oppesits
v$ew 233y,
2. H2king an xguweand into an pither-or dilgems: eversimplifying
an lssu@ by giating only ¥wo chaicaﬂ
Z. yragglug In a 2rad h«rrlnz“z Intreducing 2 nen-issus to divert
attantion from the =as icaua, ~The mat&sr domandad, °*Why ara
ycu 1a32?' The dakgd~m" suuntared, '%¥uy xws you pl'“lng on ne?t®
8> Uzing Laiszs a2nalogiss. nYau can's educate peopls 12 de suc-

h.

es23?ul iz marriaze. 7To tvy 2o do 80 isika frying to taach
gonaon2 how o owirm without leiting him near watar,”
Bazging tho quesiion; clreular rsasening, “Pornography iz
vndesirabls deecause 1? is tad." :

Deoag tha authorte evidonce suificlently support her argument?

Ic thare s1ough? s significant evidance oumittad? Iz it re*zazla?
Doee 1% 2ing 3rus %2 you? I8 onz &zaples or srgunsnt ospseially
cenvinciag? Ynarinaing?

How wa;l 40e3 thza aushsr aatieipate and gaswer objeciions ﬁo

ney oment?  Dees £ho 4229 ‘hoda ¥hat ha; Cpcow*n¢ ic O3
11«311 t 3. i*a" D323 ghe Inadvertoally vadsrmins her nosi,-,.’
Go2s 8ks ov3r3innlify or gle3a ovor poasible cobjoctiens?

What words or phzrazes la hsr arvgunent ars ambiguaous? Do*s

< ta s
th2
anthor uss im: :essi?augnu;ding worda Arrsgponsibly? (W: 2:1e
wiin vazis words, Mako snem pay up. If thay dan't, uh Y NAY

csnstitnte & kols in tre TEURAnSs }

panner, Siyla,

1, De the authsr’s expealiory nedes suld her purpess, subjsen, aad
avdienca? Do difficulties ur disadvaniazss accoupany thes?

2, Doas gan Intzodusiicon Strasy and Tour aviaiiaal };uaida
necssaary sackground? Idmnly the protlsm and spaeilis ls2u2ay

3, Dzaz tha sanelugisn pro7ide ¢ swnse o flosurs and laava s
rseder with a € trong, olsar svige of fhs audhor's viswpalini?

b, I th2 uls of fiywealivs 1Qu313wJ appropriata 0 the autksr's
puzpsze, subjeect, and sudlanee? 12 1% successful?

o, Yo N

18 comnotativa langusge apprortiate and suscesasful in furinering
tha authovr's viswpoint?
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wol’f
4 TOOL FOR ANALYSIS AﬁD B/ALITATYON

Scma gquestions Yor Luil and fruitful anslygig.
‘A. Ths Overzll Essay,
1. %nat does tha author 82t out to do? Wnat s her thasis?

2. Doaz3 ths eulacr 233 har gpoaal vrimarlily on loglc or emntion?
Yoas zhse appazl T 0¢3K? Unat spacific foola does she usa to
|axe hseT app2al{s)? ¥How do they funciion to suppert har apoeal(s)s

3. what iy the irtendad hudlense? How doas ths author ¢ty to s
gpesifically %o 12 ‘ J appesal

b, what is tha evsay's pittara of crgan*za»ion’ Cces it closely
follew, vagualy re2erile, absolutely dsviate frod.the clsssical
acheme of Imtrodustlar/Nar=ation, Confirmaticrn, Concession/.
Refutation, Canvxusicn“

5. Doas ths suthor us2 a speclzl stzategy of presontaiion througheout
hox egsay? These stratogles dewpart from straightforwa‘d.aaavﬁnm
tation in whica eonclisiond are 3tztad and dhon suppseied wiih
factyg an dxxae'nﬁrb. 322e exzipias of spacizl sirategies:

--f@”“B'“j on 1 Incidegnt o an an22do%a that syncnlizes
ih author®s whels mzarling a3 oncse
~=uysing irony 4 humer
--inriaad of oiirtly critisizing en actien or prastice,
g:!;&ntiﬁg 31 in a3 dascripgtien or ravrativa Ihat cazats
37 in a naga’ .ve light, latiting the madsr éxaw hlz ocwn
C'e 4:10ﬁq
=~f*'“*ing nii¥ or garsenz, pratanding to gay onz thing
. > K dhaes
n'is mas ning, enothns .

3., Authorizl iags zr‘ Tona.

1, ¥hat aow: of rols 4021 she guiher T3 on? Iz she an objactilva
observsl? An izpasziond advoeats? How dees the role functien
to furchac the suthor’t axgument?

2.. ¥hat i3 the guthor's imize? How does she ¢omt £r033 %0 yoa 83
an s;3uer? Doda ahe gsa: lzzature? Irraticnsl? Hysierieal? In
o 1t of seme privats gin?  W2ll~Inforaed? Concerp2d? Woll-
intritisn2?d?  Reasenables Hew dese $the mvhorlal dmegs weric o
e vt the aulhert:s avg.aent?

2 2%5# soms deag thz suthsy adept° Cogl ond oblsctive? KHaspaoiful?

yful? ¥ary snd parsa"zgf Eqrnast? Savcaztlic?
Hau aces the tone napporl tha au:hcr 3 vigwpoint? How dcas it
help her reach her sudieice?

g, o2 mzald oand gots of Yhe e=aans, )
Cintent.

1. Doss th2 author ;oovide a loglsal ehaln of fazzunlng in support

6 M een? 2 R de e AR Be kRU AT A bt —;m&-@mw;_w D xS M - uh:&",__'
”»a . * -




2,

3.

L,

5.

J
cf ror stane3? What zre 1vs slemantz?

W¥hat ars the unsizlad szirumpiions en whids har conclusions
or clains qest?

What kind of evidonce decoz tha author uss $5 suppert her asaertioas°
Pactz? Examples? Testiacny? Perscnal teatimony?

Doez the guthor anticlpa%s and answer odjlections o and misundex-
atanding2 of h2r ogumenti?

Decas the mudhor s£tznd to opposing viﬂwpclnte and d2vizy countar-
oxgumanis oz repzund why >h3y ara2 lass geapslling than her own?

Hannex, ztvls,

1,

L,

5,

Do22 the guthor usz any of the rheiorisal modes (narrativs,
deacripiicn, ccaoarisen/cth?ast, Process analysis, csusal analysis,
definitlon) % develmp ner argumant? How do 4hay work to further
hsr positisn?

ntroduetion does the author compose? Dose she open
2T 2? An onecdote? A gusstion? A gquetatien? A
“onzra'a: y° A zodudtal? An analogy? How doea Xar inivoduciion
enhens? hey argument?

what sort ¢f ceaciuslion dezs $he azuinoy welte? Doa2s gho iis hings
*J»azhzr? Surnzrize?  Ind wita 2 dransgtle axsmple? A rhatorical
2our 4z $zrea? Dacs sghe 383 hsr argument in a dargsr centext

2hat l2nds it breader Aznificsass? How éosg tha econclusion cuppors
her atancay”

Ts20 tha u!tﬂoa w3 Sigurstivy languags o2 lusgsyy <= maitaghor,
sinilse, ’"3305? e 33 ﬁﬂ<‘o?t hsr arguaeni? How d:e-2 it wo*s
0 Purthss hsp point of vizw .

Doas the avdthor v2e eonnoialtive Zanguezs As s"“p«“a of n2z ATZu-
mand? (friig devica cun cdn*ay an authar’s evaaannévn &nd 1daals
almos% w.thous ocur noticing 44, uwniosas wa read cviiiceally and notlss

1t.) Hrr doss if work to suppezr3 har siance?

Dosd i cwihhor uiy adlsouvs bress Pav A3 P Lrecis & esyiula
atmosph 102 o t5 9way the raader? Does shy write rhylthmie sen-
tonses’ Dos3 8he @mn*oy aillteration or assoncniza? How d2 sush

by

padtiras work €0 22l3isT hor axgussnd?
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z3zignments. On2 of your most crucial tezkz will be to crganizethe

razul ts of your analyzis and evaluation into a persuasive,
¢lzarly-structured, coherent argument. Here are some suggestions: .
* Early in the peper (in the introduction?) briefiy(2-3 sentences at most)
statz the argument of the eszeyucu're evaluating. Than assert your own
gsalustive thesis statement, forwarding not just your assessment of the
sz3y, but the features of it you propose to analyze and evaluate.

* The body of your paper willampdify and sugport your thesis by analyzing
and evaluating those specific features and strategies. The two most likely
means of arganizing the body s2em these: 1) Analyze all the features; then
evaluate them all. 2) Analyze and evaluate each feature one by one. iy
guess is that the second strategy might be easiest and clearest, since
analysis end evaluation often Intermingle. In addition, the first strategy
might tend toward choppiness.

* This ez3ay, like ail essays, will be most impactful If it includes a
striking conclusion.

THE WRITIMNG CYCLE.

Since this assignamsent IS more cpan-znded and difficult {insofar as it
asks you to engage in &naiysis -- a sophisticated intellectual activity!
than some of the ethars,| suspect i? will require lengimmarsisn and
frequent re-immarsion in the writing cycle. | encourage extensive
prewriting and rawriting of this paper.

LASTS WORDS QM CONTENT.

* Your essay should include analysis in large, hieallny servings {35 opposed
to atinyspoonfui of it eside a pisteful of summary or eveluation).

* The goalef this assignment ts for ycu to snaiyze and evaluai2 enother
aulher's argument -- not for you to quarrsl with the author’s opinions.
Your 2ssdy snould not be g venivieo! your cpinions on ths wplcs discussed
in the essay. Your essay should be a vehicle of your (amply sunoorted)
conclusions regarding the coherence of tha argument the authar makss, and
the appropriatengss end effectiveness of the strategisstne sutheruszs (6
forwerd his claimz. Think of the essayless as anapoesita you thanacss
specimen of ergumentative wiring that it is your jeb to assess. Engags
yeurself in the eszay’s content only in th2spiritef analyzing and
evaluating it 8s a component of an ergument.

THE FATE OF YRR PAPER
Het only will your paper eamn you & grade; i1 will ba grist Tor the analyzed
and evaiuated author's re~vizionary mill. Kand in 2 copies: one for me, one

thor -- input toward his rewrita. : : .
SO e S L VTSP e s ot e <




Anaiyziz/ereluation - 2

THESIS.

compigting those three asks wiii 1e3d you Lo your thesis. Cumpose en
gvaluative thesis statement -- a statement of whether on balance the
argument succeeds or fails, end a brief statement of why. If the essay.
tomibings strengths and weaknesses, feel free to address both in your
essay. However,do decide whethaer the argument would sway its intended
sudiencz, and convey that decision in your thesis statement. Co its
strengths outsveigh its wasknesss? Do its weaknessess invalidate its
strengths?

BREAQTH,

i do not expect yecu to analyze and evaluate every aspect of the argument
you ore yrorking with; that would require many more than 4 pages. Feel
free to limit your scope to sew-al of the argument's features: most
logically, these that you perceive to constitute its major strengths and
weaknesses. For Instance, you might choose to address the argument's
thesis, its avidence, Its reasdning, and its attention to opposing
viewpoints. Or, you might gnaiyze end evaiuate 1is appeals to emoticn, its
authorial imege end tone, and tis figurative or connotative language.

DEPTH,

No matter vhat factures of the argument you sddress, be sure to analyze
them in detail and in ¢eath. Perhaps the most debilitating pitfall
thresiening the pathto succassful analysis end eveiuation is skimpy,
incomplets analysis. Writers 33y, “The author's use of aliusicnis
effective” end legve it at that. Do not lzave it at that. Discuss in specific
and peinstaking ¢atail how and why th2allusions ore effec We. And do not
leave It at that, Discuss In spacific and painsteking detail how and why
the effective atiusions contribute to tha success or failure of the essay.
Ciszuss sach feciurs you addruss al jzngin; then Hing el Cizoussion 1o
your thasis statemnent by meking clesr how the feelure helps or hurts the
2335y a3 £ whola.

Remember Lhat your papsr 13 ¢s much an argumant 88 the one you're
ayaluating. You raust suppert your conciusions. Document your position
with specific refersncas to the text. 1f ycu paraphrase or quote directly,
give pege numbars in parentheses. And again, enalyze ot length. Push your
thinking. Badger yoursalf wity those questions I've badgerad you with in
Ci333: How do2s this a3pect af the assay wark? Aand how dses thal advence
or hinder the argumant &5 & wagla?

STRUCTYES, ey - o ot s Saints A
e e o S b B v L |
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« sk £ - Analysis/2vaiuation _
Lengta: Z-4 peges(75C- 1000 vords) '
Auciznce: Me, en English instructor interestzd jn both content {what you
sey sbout the essay you're working with and the evidence you use to
suppart your ciaims) and form (the whole essay, title, paragraphs,
sentences, gtg.).

Jruoss: Yo evaluate the essay: to aszert whether on-balance the argument
will succeedor fail with its, aud®nce, and to back up your azsertion with
detailed anaysie.

SUMMAPIZING, ANALYZING, AMD SYALUATING
Thiz kind of critical writing requires you to engage in three distinct tasks
before you begin to write: Summery (figuring out what the essay says) '
Anelysis (discerning how it says it)
Evaluation {judging hovr well it says 1)

Summary. Bafore analyzing and evaluating canbegin, ycu nezd to know
exactly what the essay asserts. Perhaps the most Important preliminary
to writing this paper is reading the essay, corefully and repeatediy. Get
thoroughly zsquainted with ths argument, so that you know sure answers
to these quastions: Whet is the subject of the sssay? What is the thasis?
Is it stated or Implied? What ere the mainpoints of the essay?

Anglysis. Now Degin taking the e3zay apari end examining its psarts. Think
in terms of these types of questicns: Wnat Is the 2s3ay’s fntendad
sudience? How s the essgy orgunized? Wnst rietorice! modss does the
author use? In what style does Lhe authar writa? Yhat 15 the author's
1one? What kind of evidence doss thz suthor use 1o support his srgument?
Refer to the Ana‘gsls and Evaluaiion handout for 8 meora complgts Hst of
cues g anstysdys TRl oreliss chould nod anly gain you on sadarsianding of
haw the esscg rvork: i' should help you feclate the assay's major
strengtins and weoknesses.

gysluation. Assess whelner the features you snalyzed work, given the
author's gurpose, subject, end awjlence. Doas the 0ssoy appeal to tha
inlended augdience? To sny other audience? Is the styie appropriate to its
dudience, subject, and purpose? ¥hat are the strangths and vreaknessas of
the e3say's argurhents and ﬂlustratmns? i3 thers eny evidence m'ssirg
Acg exampizs wall-Chigen? Are countar-grgurnants refuted, or at least
qmeted" Is ons arguraznt o nw stretion particularty cenvincing?
eapecially unconyincing? Do the 3uthar's strategies work? Y¥aoyld his
aummc’; v conwingeq™ {Again, sze the Analysis and Evoluation hcndout

M;’MWW&@\:}%{SW.T?/M r‘f*@‘:{l‘?&mfwﬂd ¥ actownd B N TN T Wb e
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ficcording to the author, to what audience is the ad directed? Wy
wouid it (or would it not) effectively reach thataudi ence?

What anxieties/insecurities does the ad play to? Are these
identified? Do you agree?

Do=s the author delineate how coler, design, typeface, lighting,
image, and contrast are used in the ad? How do these contribute
to nmaking her central point'?

What unspoken assunptions about both the advertisenent and its
audi ence does the author nmke? How do you know? What is the
tone of the essay? Haow do you know the author's attitude in
relation to the ad? Iz it effsctive Or averbearing?

) = t he introduction both begin and establish the form
ofthe essay? Does it arouse your interest?

What new insight does the conclusion afford or how does it tie
all the threads of the essay together?

Does the author ana2lyze the copy with regard to styie, content,

and desired effect? _ ___ UDoes the author describe the ad? _._._.
Mame the magazine it's fronP__.._. Are you convinced by the
author's argunent about the ad's purpose? ____ And how it

achieves it? -_-_.

k)




Developing Thesis Statements Page 1 of 2

HCCS Libraries

Library Instruction Tip Sheet

Developing Thesis Statements

Many students make the mistake of thinking that having a * subjects the same as having a
“thesis’ for an essay or research paper. However, the thesis of your writing is much more
definite than the general subject.

A thesis statement is a specific declaration that summarizes the point of view you will
express in your paper. It isthe basic stand you take, the opinion you express and the point
you make about your narrowed subject. It's your controlling idea, tying together and giving
direction to all other elementsin your paper. Your primary purpose is to persuade the reader
that your thesisisavalid one.

- What isa good thesis?

1. A thesisis specific. If your ideas are vague, there is an excellent chance that your paper
will be confusing. Although general terms can be narrowed and defined el sewhere in the
paper, a good thesis supplies a specific subject and a clear direction for your paper. The
specific facts, details and examples that you use will help to clarify the idea that you are
trying to express.

% Poor: Aerobic exercise is good for you.
% Better: Aerobic exercise may be part of a weight loss program, but tis
also the way to a healthy heart.

2. A thesisisrestrictive. A good thesis deals with restricted bite-sized issues, issues that
would otherwise require a lifetime of writing. Just as you need to narrow the subject of a
thesis statement, so you will need to narrow the assertion about the subject. When you
restrict the scope of your assertions in the thesis your writing will be more focused. The
length of your paper will determine how restricted your thesis will be.

% Poor: there are many advantages to having professional sports teams in
Houston.

% Better: Having professional sports teams in Houston has political, socid
and economic advantages.

3. A thesisis unified and expresses one major idea bout items subject. A good thesis may

sometimes include a secondary idea only if it is strictly subordinated to the major one. It is
wise to write your thesis before you begin an outline and definitely before you begin writing

http://www.hcces.cc.tx.us/system/library/TipSheets/Thesis.html 6/7/200 1




Developing Thesis Statements Page 2 of 2

your paper.

% Poor: My difficulties in English literature are unbelievable, but | am
doing very well in algebra

% Better: | am getting better grades in algebra than in English literature,
because | seem more comfortable with exact concepts like numbers and
formulas.

A thesis statement is the standard for your paper. Where you place a thesis statement
depends on your goals, your audience, the purpose of your essay or research paper, and how
you intend to organize it. The most common position for the thesis statement isin the
opening paragraph, but other locations in the paper can work and the thesis may even be
implied. However, just remember to write athesis statement as one of the first steps towards
completion of your paper. It should focus the paper as well as be restrictive and specific
enough to give the instructor a clear idea of the subject and direction of your paper.

A thesis statement is not:

% A promise or statement of purpose.

% A topic or subject by itself.

% A question.

% A few words added to title but not forming a complete sentence.

http://www.hces.cc.tx.us/system/library/TipSheets/Thesis.html 6/7/2001




Formulating Thesis Statements Pagelof 3

The Thesis

@ An essay is a nonfiction composition on a single subject and with a central idea or thesis.

@ A thesis is the central, controlling idea of an essay, to which all assertions and details relate.
Your essay should be focused on a central idea, to which all the essay’s paragraphs, all its general
statements and specific information, relate. The thesis will not usually leap fully formed into your
head. Even when you begin with an idea you want to communicate, you will need to refine that idea to
fit the realities of the paper you write. A good thesis statement will neither state a fact (Mrs.
Mallard dies soon after hearing that her husband has died) nor overgeneralize (The story iS an insult
to women).

© THE THESIS: A good way to develop your thesis is to frame it in a thesis sentence.
The thesis statement gives you a vehicle for expressing your thesis at an early stage,
and eventually it or (more likely) a revised version may be placed in the introduction of
your final essay as a signal to your readers.

A good way to think about the thesis statement or sentence is to think of WHAT +
WHAT ABOUT IT where “WHAT” is the topic/subject you are writing about and the
“WHAT ABOUT IT” is the assertion or claim that you are making in your paper. For
example, you are writing about the death penalty and your essay advances the argument
that the death penalty should be legal in all states: WHAT = the death penalty; WHAT
ABOUT IT = should be legalized in every state in the nation. THESIS SENTENCE =
The death penalty should be legalized by virtue of federal order in every state in the
nation.

® OTHER EXAMPLES:

TOPIC + WHAT ABOUT IT
Federal aid to should be made available to any student who qualif ies
+ academically if the United States hopes to win the

college students .
technological race.

should be tightly controlled in this region to reduce its
Strip-mining + pollution of water resources, its permanent destruction of the
land, and its devastating effect on people’s lives.

The dynamics of is usually such that the boundaries between parent and child
single-parent + often disappear so that the two interact as siblings or as a
families married couple.

s The functions of the thesis statement are:
® to narrow the topic to a single idea that you want readers to gain from your essay
@ to name the topic and assert something about it, conveying your purpose, your opinion,
and your attitude
@ often to provide a concise preview of how you will arrange your ideas in the essay (as in
example #3 above.)
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@ To draft a thesis sentence, ask these questions:
® What central idea emerges from the work | have done so far?
® How can | frame that idea as an assertion about my topic?
® How can | convey my purpose and attitude in that assertion?

& Checklist for revising the thesis sentence:
@ Does it make an assertion about your topic?
@ Does it convey your purpose, your opinion, and your attitude?
osit limited to an assertion of only one idea?
® Is the assertion specific?
® Is the sentence unified in that the parts relate to each other?

@ Examples — Here are some examples of thesis sentences revised to meet the checklist
requirements:

® THESIS 1. Television, newspapers, and magazines present contrasting views of the
United States. (A position).
REVISION I The media image of the United States is unrealistic, and people are
depicted as being either in ethnic conflict or blissful all the time.
FINAL THESIS: Judging from the unrealistic images projected by the media, the
United States is a nation of either constant ethnic conflict or of untroubled
homogeneity.

® THESIS 1: Wearing fur is immoral. (A position)
REVISION I: The wearing of fur for fashion should be banned, and protesters should
demonstrate.
FINAL THESIS: To effectively bring about a ban of wearing fur for fashion, anti-fur
protesters should target the designers, the manufacturers, and the wears of fashion
fur garments.

® THFSIS 1: Gays and lesbians should be able to marry. (A position)
REVISION I: A couple’s right to marry should be not be restricted based on sexual
preference.
REVISION Z2: Every couple who wishes to commit to each other in marriage should have
the right to do so, regardless of sexual preference.
FINAL THESIS: Everyone, gay and straight, will benefit from extending the basic
human right of marriage to all couple, regardless of sexual preference.

# Exercise: Looping Toward a Thesis: This is a freewriting exercise that will help you to
arrive at a thesis once you have decided on a topic and have done some research.

H1-— Quickly reread your notes and glance at your most important sources. Now clear off
your desk. Begin a ten-minute freewrite in which you narrate how your thinking about this
topic has developed since you began. What did you think when you started? Then what did you
discover? Then what? What did you think then? Write fast for ten minutes.

#2 — Skip a few lines and freewrite for another ten minutes. This time focus on specific
stories, anecdotes, people, case studies, observations, statistics, etc., that really stick with
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you when you reflect on what you've learned so far from your reading and interviews. Write
with as much detail as you can.

#3 — Freewrite for another ten minutes, this time as a dialogue about your topic with
someone you know. Begin with the question most commonly asked about your topic. Write this
dialogue like a play, with you and your imagined partner each playing a part in the conversation.

Sustain it for the full ten minutes,

#4 — Finally, spend 5 minutes composing a one- or two-sentence answer to this question about
your topic: So what?
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How To Write a Thess Statement

What is a Thesis Statement?

Almost al of us-even if we don’'t do it consciously--look early in an essay for a one- or two-sentence
condensation of the argument or analysis that is to follow. We refer to that condensation as athesis
statement.

Why Should Your Essay Contain A Thesis Statement?

% to test your ideas by distilling them into a sentence or two
% 10 better organize and develop your argument
% to provide your reader with a*guide” to your argument

In general, your thesis statement will accomplish these goals if you think of the thesis as the answer to
the question your paper explores.

How Can You Write Good Thesis Statement?

Here are some helpful hints to get you started. Y ou can either scroll down or select alink to a specific
topic.

How to Generate a Thesis if the Topic is Assigned,
How to Generate a Thesis if the Topic is Not Assigned.
How to Tell a Strong Thesis Statement from a Weak One.

How to Generate a Thesis Statement if the Topic is Assigned.

Almost all assignments, no matter how complicated, can be reduced to a single question. Your first step,
then, is to distill the assignment into a specific question. For example, if your assignment is “Write a
report to the local school board explaining the potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade
class,” turn the request into a question like “What are the potentia benefits of using computersin a
fourth-grade class?" After you' ve chosen the question your essay will ‘answer, compose one or two
compl ete sentences answering that question.

Q: “What are the potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class?’
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A: “The potential benefits of using computers in afourth-grade class are.. . . .

OR
A: "Using computers in a fourth-grade class promises to improve.. . . ."

The answer to the question is the thesis statement for the essay.

How to Generate a Thesis Statement if the Topic is Not Assigned.

Even if your assignment doesn’t ask a specific question, your thesis statement still needs to answer a
question about the issue you' d like to explore. Tn this situation, your job isto figure out what question
you'd like to write about.

A good thesis statement will usually include the following four attributes:

% take on a subject upon which reasonable people could disagree

% deal with a subject that can be adequately treated given the nature of the assignment
% express one main idea

% assert your conclusions about a subject

Let’s see how to generate a thesis statement for a social policy paper,
Brainstorm the topic.

Let's say that your class focuses upon the problems posed by drug addiction. You find that you are
interested in the problems of crack babies, babies born to mothers addicted to crack cocaine.

Y ou start out with athesis statement like this:
Crack babies.

This fragment isn’t athesis statement, Instead, it smply indicates a general subject. Furthermore, your
reader doesn’t know what you want to say about crack kids.

Narrow the topic

Y our readings about the topic, however, have led you to the conclusion that not only do these babies
have a difficult time surviving premature births and withdrawa symptoms, but their lives will be even
harder as they grow up because they are likely to be raised in an environment of poverty and neglect.
Y ou think that there should be programs to help these children.

Y ou change your thesis to look like this:

Programs for crack kids.
This fragment not only announces your subject, but it focuses on one main idea: programs. Furthermore,
it raises a subject upon which reasonable people could disagree, because while most people might agree

that something needs to be done for these children, not everyone would agree on what should be done or
who should do it. Y ou should note that this fragment is not a thesis statement because your reader
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doesn’t know your conclusions on the topic.

Take a position on the topic.
After reflecting on the topic alittle while longer, you decide that what you really want to say about this
topic isthat in addition to programs for crack babies, the government should develop programs to help
crack children cope and compete.
vou Fevise your thesis to look like this:

More attention should be paid to the environment crack kids grow up in.

This statement asserts your position, but the terms more attention and the environment are vague.

Use specific language.
Y ou decide to explain what you mean about “the environment,” so you write:

Experts estimate that half of crack babies will grow up in home environments lacking
rich cognitive and emotional stimulation.

This statement is specific, but it isn't athesis. It merely reports a statistic instead of making an assertion.

Make an assertiorn based on clearly stated support.
Y ou finally revise your thesis statement one more time to look like this:

- Because half of all crack babies are likely to grow up in homes lacking good cognitive
and emotional stimulation, the federal government should finance programs to
supplement parental care for crack kids.

Notice how the thesis answers the question, “Why should anything be done for crack kids, and who
should do it?” When you started thinking about the paper, you may not have had a specific question in

mind, but as ..became more involved in the topic, your ideas became more specific. Your thesis
changed to reflect your new insights.

How to Tell a Strong Thesis Sentence from a Weak One.

1. A strong thesis takes some sort of stand.

Remember that your thesis needs to show your conclusions about a subject. For example, if you are
writing a paper for a class on fitness, you might be asked to choose a popular weight-loss product to
evaluate. Here are two thesis statements:

There are some negative and positive aspects to the Banana Herb Tea Supplement.

Thisisaweak thesis. Firgt, it fails to take a stand. Second, the phrase “negative and positive’ aspects’
are vague.

Because Banana Herb Tea Supplement promotes rapid weight loss that results in the
loss of muscle and lean body mass, it poses a potential danger to customers.
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Thisis astrong thesis because it takes a stand.

2. A strong thesis justifies discussion.

Y our thesis should indicate the point of the discussion. If your assignment is to write a paper on kinship
systems, using your own family as an example, you might come up with ether of these two thesis
statements:

My family is an extended family.

Thisisawesak thesis because it states an observation. Y our reader won't be able to tell the point of the
statement, and will probably stop reading.

While most American families would view consanguineal marriage as a threat to the
nuclear family structure, many Iranian families, like my own, believe that these
marriages help reinforce kinship tiesin an extended family.

Thisis astrong thesis because it shows how your experience contradicts a widely-accepted view. A
good strategy for creating a strong thesis is to show that the topic is controversial. Readers will be
interested in reading the rest of the essay to see how you support your point.

3. A strong thesis expresses one main idea.

Readers need to be able to see that your paper has one main point. If your thesis expresses more than
one idea, then you might confuse your readers about the subject of your paper. For example:

Companies need to exploit the marketing potential of the Internet, and web pages can
provide both advertising and customer support.

Thisis aweak thesis statement because the reader can’t decide whether the paper is about marketing on
the Internet or web pages. To revise the thes's, the relationship between the two ideas needs to become
more clear. One way to revise the thesis would be to write:
Because the Internet is filled with tremendous marketing potential, companies should
exploit this potential by using web pages that offer both advertising and customer
support.
Thisis a strong thesis because it shows that the two ideas are related. Hint: a great many clear and
engaging thesis statements contain words like “because,” “since,” “so,” “athough,” “unless,” and
“however."
4. A strong thesis statement is specific.

A thesis statement should show exactly what your paper will be about, and will help you keep your
paper to a manageable topic. For example, if you write a paper on hunger, you might say:

World hunger has many causes and effects.
Thisis aweak thesis statement for two major reasons. First, “world hunger” can’t be discussed

thoroughly in five or ten pages. Second, “many causes and effects’ is vague. Y ou should be able to
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identify specific causes and effects. A revised thesis might look like this:

Hunger persistsin Appalachia because jobs are scarce and farming in the infertile soil
israrely profitable.

Thisisastrong thesis because it narrows the subject to a more specific and manageable topic and it also
identifies the specific causes for the existence of hunger,
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