
FWS Section 8
Ms. Mint2
9/10/87

Choice and Convention in Writing: What Can We
Chanqe, and What Are We Stuck With?

Thematic focus and Ideas: subjec t , mode of discourse (narration,
desc r ip t ion , argul,:ent, p e r s u a s i o n ,  e t c )
themat ic  design for  generat ing and/or
organiz ing ideas; in t eg ra t ion  o f
details and examples from observation,
r ead ing ,  e t c .

Rhetorical Aims and Attitudes: have specific readers or audience
in mind and their expectations
regarciing the subject and the writer;
mainta in  a  consis tent  point  of  view,
tone ,  and s ty le .

Genre or Type of Writinq Project: Determine the kind of writing
required  for  the  subject ,  c i rcumstances
and audience  (fol. instance, a simple
personal  note  versus  a  sonnet ) .

Structural Format and Coherence: Use t rans i t ional  devices ,
paragraphing, subsections,  subheads,
typeface, o the r  r e ade r -ba sed  s t r uc tu r a l
devices, composition components, and
manuscript conventions.

Syntax: Mainta in  logical  word order ,  grammatical  s t ructure ,
coordinat ion, subordinat ion,  and
e f f ec t i ve  c lo su re  o f  s en t ences .

Dict ion: Choose words that convey meaning and style accurately
and  e f fec t ive ly .

Standard Written English: Use the dialect and conventions of
s tandard  wr i t ten  d iscourse  as
distinguished from idiom or the
i r r egu la r  pa t t e rns  o f  speech .

Spellinq and Punctuation: Usa standard orthography and
conventional graphic devices of
mechanics and punctuation.

Copyinq and Proofreadinq: Use legible handwriting or accurate
typ ing ,  t he  moto r  sk i l l s  o f  wr i t t en
composition, and proofread the  f inal
draf t  or  copy for  er rors .

Adapted from work of Professors Nold (Stanford) and Bracy (Beaver)
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Prewri t ing Exercise : Gather ing Deta i ls  for  Descr ip t ion

These gages are intended to nelp you generate a collection of
specific details to use in your description Gaper, and to give
mas te ry  of several  d i f ferent , YOU

ideas. S o m e  of the strategies
powerful techniques for generating

description paper, some may not
wil l  prove hel,oful for ycur
- but malte a  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  a t

trying each one. The important point is to have these methods in
your re?etoire, and to ce able to use them when nelpful.

Refer to Flower cna$ter G as necessary in comaletiny this
e x e r c i s e . You may want to tilink of each approach in terms of a
question (restate it to yourself in question form), as r-de began to
do in class on Tuesday.
nhich you find helpful.

If you do, please jot down any questions

This exercise should be handed in with your description  pa?er
on Tuesday, 9/22.



1) Bra ins to rm on  your  top ic : w r i t e  w i t h o u t  stopping for five to
ten minutes.



Imagine a dialogue with a potential reader on your topic. Begin
by giving your reader a nutshell summary of your topic. \r il a t
questions would your reader ask? How would you answer them?



3) Playing A r i s t o t l e

a> Define the essentia.ls  of your topic for the reader w h o
knoinls nothing.

b )  Compare  and  con t r a s t  you r  topic w i t h  r e l e v a n t  o t h e r
things (This will be an important strategy for description; see,
for instance, the Agee piece on Uuster  Kea ton ) .

c> Give some causes and effects of your topic.

d) Give some evidence to suqgort your topic.

86



4) Tagmemics - Playing Physicist

a) Describe your togic as a particle - as a thing in itself.

time.
b) Descride  you r  t op i c  a s  a  wave - as a thing changing over

cl Describe your topic as a part of a field - as a thing in
a context.



88

5) Analogies: tfhat's it Like?
a> Give a personal analogy - imagine you are the topic o r

solution.

b) Give a direct analogy - compare the togic to something
c o n c r e t e  ( s e e  F‘loner t o  d i s ce rn  hove t h i s  d i f f e r s  f rom Ar i s to t l e ’ s
compare  and con t r a s t ) .

c> Give a symbolic analogy - compare your topic to an
’ a b s t r a c t i o n .

d) fantasy Analogy...



PUS S e c t i o n  8
Ms. Mint2
9129187

Prewritinq Strateqies: Dialoque  with the Reader

Examples :

Reader : Hs he  nice? Would you have pity for him I)r scorn
him? What is his appearance? How did he get that way?
How does he f ind enough food in garbge carrs? Yhat
does he ffnd? C\oes he have any f r i ends?

A n s w e r s :  V e r y  n i c e ,  c a r i n g  p e r s o n .
Have  pity for him because he’s  a h u m a n  being and nobody
should live that way. Doesn’t know how he got that way
j u s t  u n f o r t u n a t e . Doesn@t  find e n o u g h  focd and is v e r y
hungry all.  the time. Hopefu l ly  f ind  a  gogd meal s o m e -
Iwhere. He  f inds  the  l e f tove r s  and  ga rbage  o f  t he  _
fo r tunate  people,  crusts of bread.  Doesn’t  h a v e  m a n y
f r i e n d s ,  i t  Is’ a  v e r y  lonely  l i f e . (Julie  s. 1

Isy g r a n d m o t h e r  s e r v e s  e v e r y o n e  f i r s t  s h e lears the t a b l e  ( D o e s
everyone w a i t ? ) Everyone starts e a t i n g . 7Does she get time to ea t? )
She has t ime to e a t . S h e  usua l ly  w a i t s  wntfl most o f  t h e  f a m i l y
is setfsfied.  befora she gets her own @late...(fs  she f a t ?  c h u b b y ? )
Grandmotherly! She has an apron around her wais t  - usually a dish-
towel - (She  sounds  g randmothe r ly ! )  Yeah  - she is. She eats a
s m a l l  port ion of  everything she madei (Can you clarify that?) a s p o o n  .
ful of cooked v e g e t a b l e s , chicken or neat that was cooked in  the
s o u p . . . Usually  the dishes &re piled up - maybe  s o m e  o f  the  o l d e r
g r a n d c h i l d r e n  will o f f e r  t o  he lp  (Does  s h e  h a v e  to.do  thfs all hesclf
or do you help her?) Usual ly  help r e fu sed . (DC parents push you?)
N o . . . (Ruth E.)

(Yho  d id  she  ea t  w i th? )  She  a t e  w i th  abou t  t e n  f r i e n d s .  (Did h e r
eat ing bother anyone else?) Yes, but I was the only one w h o
could say mythIn&.. (ElLsa)
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Prewritinq S t r a t e q i e s : Oeflnitfon

Questions which definition answers:

- What  are  the  essent ia l  e lements  of the  topic?
How would you describe it to someone who has never

ieard o f  f t ?
- Why is it a  v a l i d  t o p i c ?

Examples:

Randy is at Leaal Seafoods,  located i n  Bos ton ,  w h i c h  is an
e l egan t ,  c a sua l , modera t e ly  prcced res taurant . He sel f ishly  orders
abruptly and loudly to the waiter who is trying to take the order
from a couple sitting three tables ‘ a w a y . Ten minutes later a plate
of 20 shrimps a n d  two bowls of thick, rich, tomato red sauce appears
before  him,  wfth a liter.o? whole milk accompanying i t . The eating
utensils lay untouched on’a white linen napkin which also lays
untouched on the table. He hurriedly eaJs  without stopping to chew
one shrimp more than twice. ( J u l i e  H.)

Khalid is at 8 dumpy cafe in the desert  town of Gaber - o n e
that he picked o u t . He yells to the timid wcriter  to  come take
his  order  quickly, a s  w e  ure in a hurry. The spot less  table  i s  a
t o rnado  site after we leave with the majority of the mess on
Khalid’s s i d e . He eats  very  quickly  and ta lks  .wbth food in his
mouth the whole t i m e .  ( C a r r i e )
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Prewritine Strateqics: Comparison and Contrast

Questions:
- Yhat o t h e r  t h i n g s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  y o u r  t o p i c ?

- What would you say are the opposites to your topic?
- How would you categorize your topfc - What like things

would you class with it?

Examples:

O the r  peop l e  eat with a cer ta in  pol i teness ,  but  ha  ea ts
to live and its is shown at the table when  he  ea ts . (Ron)

Total ly  unrela ted to  anything except  poss ibly  the  Three
stoogss. ( J o n a t h a n )

The attanticn shs pays tc t h e  functicn cf’eetinn  i s
comparable  to  a person eating while they are as I eep. This  1s
unless she is in some type of discussion with a second party,
then  he r  en t i r e  a t t e n t i o n  t u r n s  to  tha t  p e r s o n ,  w a t c h i n g  that
person  as  a footbal l  f a n  w a t h c e s  the  last minute of a c l o s e
game. (Janie)

.
Randy chews shrimp like a cow chews grass: unlike, an elega!t
French ar is tocra t  w h o  del ica te ly  savors  each bi te  of s u p e r :
c u i s i n e . ..The bits of shrimp spear out of his mouth in tiny
whfte b i ts  mixed with saliva as  the  white  pus  squeezes  out o f
a pimple in globs. ( J u l i e  H.)



.

Presrritinq  S t r a t e q i e s : Cause and Effect

Questions:
-,Dees  anything direct ly  cause  the  topic  under  discuss ion? How?
- Does it have a n y  specif ic  e f f e c t s ?  H o w ?

Examples:

She often t i m e s  spills her f o o d  b e c a u s e  ahe is so intent u p o n
what  she is  th inking of  that  she forgets  w h a t  s h e  i s  a c t u a l l y
doing at the t i m e .  (Jamid

The green s l i m y  snot at the tip of his nose caused him t o
w i p e  h i s  h a n d  a c r o s s  h i s  lip to remove the  s t r ingy  ba l l s ,
a n d  capture  them in his  f inger  t ips  which then re turn to
h i s  l a p  f o r  a c l e a n i n g .  ( J u l i e )

P rewr i t i nq  S t r a t ao i e s : Evidence

Questions:
- Idhat do I know a b o u t  t h e  t o p i c ?
- What evidence, expe r i ence  va l ida t e s  8y dlaias? (E i the r
personal experieya  or second hand knowledge)

Example:

f find thet  when Ita around people  l ike  D o n n y  that I a m
totally r epu l s ed . It  seems as  though he is p a r t  of a  to ta l ly
d i f f e r e n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n . But like a foreigner I am fasc inated
by such habits. (Ruth L.)



.

P r e w r i t i n a  Strtteqies,  fasjmemics: S e e  Toofc as a P a r t i c l e

Questions:
- . Yhat specific processes are involved in the topic?
- How do they function?

,

Examples:

She  i s  Q b u b b l y ,  yet intel l igent  gir l .  S h e  is v e r y  o u t g o i n g
yet  s h e  i s  a  heavy thinker . she focuses her  interest on o n e
th ing  at a time. She  i s  ou tgo ing ,  cons ide ra t e ,  c r i t i c a l ,
and sometimes has trouble expressing herself. Physically, s h e
is a shor t  brown-haired gi r l  wi th  large brown eyes- (Jamie)

E a c h  s t r a n d  o f  s p a g h e t t i  As aaten d i f fe ren t ly  b y  K h a l i d .  S o m e
ars inhaled quickly rhile some are slopped in by his h a n d s .
(Carrie) * .

Every bite of’shrimp.enterr  his mouth rhole and quickly nova
f r o m  the right side to the left a n d  then.quickly  d o w n  h i s
throat  with some whole  milk  t ra i l ing c lose  behind.  His  hands
appear dry and c r a c k e d  with bits of black mater ia l  under  the
t ip s  o f  t h e  f i n g e r n a i l s . ( J u l i e  H.)

S e a  Tooic as a Yave

Questions:
- HOr does the topic change given t iara?
- How has the topic changed from a past point? Yhy?

Examples:

Shereen  will d o  the  s a m e  thing in collsQe  and fn work  a f t e r
c o l l e g e  t o o .  (Elisa)

This guy wil l  eventually be exposed to fas t  f o o d  - because  i f
we spend enough ‘time together he is g a i n

I!
to memorize two ah1

b e e f  pattfcs in both f a s t  f o o d  c h a i n s . Debbie K. >

Shyness .--has different degmes,.  depending on h o w  raany f r iends
o n e  has or one could just be shy in a n e w  c r o w d ,  o r  r i th  g i r l s
or boys, one could be camera shy, however  it all has to d o
with self -conf idence and self-esteem. Ware 1

7
From t h e  b e g i n n i n g  h e  s t a r t e d  o u t  f i n e  u n t i l  h e  o r d e r e d  ths
pizza. Then he became savage .
calmly. (Ruth L.)

8ut in the and he walked a w a y

R a n d y  s t a r t s  o f f  with  a pfztd fu l l  o f  20  sh r imp ,  2  bowls  o f
thick, red sauce, and a l i ter of w h a l e  m i l k . As the shrimp,
s a u c e  a n d  m i l k  d i s a p p e a r , g u z z l e  a f t e r  guzzle and  smck a f t e r

A.i.d - sbrd3xk..  - m 1.bfiP  HI

-



Taqmemicr: f e e  toc:c i n  a  f i e l d

Q u e s t i o n s : ’

-. uhat c o n t e x t s  a r e .  aoproprfate  fo r  t h i s  t op ic?
t e l l  u s  abou t  ths t o p i c ?

What do they

- H o w  d o e s  t h i s  tonic fit into “the b i g  p i c t u r e ” ?

Examples:

C o n t e x t  o f  thz bl.;l  c i t y . there is a l o t  o f  happ ines s ,  bu t
t h e r e  i s  a 1~2 0” unhappfncss  as  t h e  m a n  r e p r e s e n t s .  (Julie S.)

Surrounding :otlJles  and families  turn around and stare at the
interest ing  lore individual rho endlessly feeds himself and
~110~s  food tQ cover his face and hands as ff they were o n l y
tools and n:;,t.3art  of himself.  P e o p l e  w o n d e r  why th is
ind iv idua l  .Ls fncapablt of r e a c h i n g  for  his napkin  or.even of
using his wtmrsf~s . ..Evsry  few m i n u t e s  the,roman  s i t t i n g  d i r e c t l y
b e s i d e  hla al the n e x t  t a b l e  rill fbel a p a r t i c l e  h i t t i n g

_

he r  lip ar c*Ihek that came direct ly  f rom Randy’s  mouth. .  .
( J u l i e  HI

fn the restt.;:rant  everyone is staring at Khalid  because of  his
rude rasnneV5 Yhan  h e  b e l c h e s  it is l i ke  a f o g  horn o n  a s i l e n t

. ocean. Al .  af the cus tomer s  a r e  a p p a l l e d  a n d  vofcc there
dlsapprovr,!  In w h i s p e r s . U h e n  h e  drops his fork 8: s ingle  s t rand
of pasta ‘lies across t h e  floor and lands ‘on the shoe of a
nearby p:tron. The red goop forever to leave a bloody stain
on the IH~I’S s h o e . (Carrie)

S h y n e s s  !A a p e r sona l  cha rac t e r i s t i c  t ha t  oni has  fn t e r m s  of
dealing, +fth t h i n g s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  One c o u l d  f e e l
comforMi3le  and introverted,  or shy,  or.a bul ly  type person,
o r  a ‘allower, e t c . Shyness is being uncomfortable and there-
foreref’raining  to associate.with  th ings  a round  them. Wsrc)

Shris am o f  t h o s e  m u l t i - t a l e n t e d  p e r s o n s ,  r h o  can excel
fn academics, .athletics,  and a s a human being in society. A
p<rson rho would.  just  as soon spfPl  food on her  new shir t  than
gnore the  person  w i th  shorn  she  15; spe@king in order  to raake
.urt  s h e  d o e s n ’ t  d o  j u s t  t h a t , (Jamie)



I 9. s-
Prewritino  Strateqfes: Analoqies.

Personal AnaPoqy
.

.Quest ions:

How do I personally relate to this topic? Yhat is it’s
Lqnificance  t o  6e?

- How would it feel  to be thij topic?

Examples:

I don2 talk rith people for a l ong  tilae unless  1’0
interested,  that is bacuasa 1’~ timers. fhat  is why I p a y
such close attantion  to them. It’s a bit funny rhen 1 spill
something, and. I. usually don’t do irraperable daaage...Some-
times I get caught up in thought, and not such else matters.
(Jfamis)  -

c

Ofrect Analosy

Questions:

- Uhat concrete i&g8 or process  does my topic  make me
t h i n k  o f ?
- blhat metaphor  or ~1~11s  would  bestrepresent  my topic?

.
Examples:. .

Danny is l ike a lemon  becaitse on the outUde  it is pret ty
and yellor (a subtle color), but on the inside it 1s sour.
(Ruth L)

Shyness is like a tape player playing friandly  rusic that
is Just shut off with the prass of a button .  (Marc)

.



Svsbtillc  Analoov

Questions: ’ .

- What  a b s t r a c t  laa$a  of p r o c e s s  b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  my t o p i c ?
- What abstract sim!le or metaphor represents my topic?

.

Examplas:

It is like a mar.  A ulctary. T h e y  d e s t r u c t  e v e r y t h i n g ,
sparing nothi~‘ig/  hog:, l J*eys wanting aore and protecting
w h a t  t h e y  ham. (Rutt L.)

With her body and clr:th!.ny  as hsr canvas, and chance as her
inspiration, the is Lfk6 an a r t i s t .  ( J o n a t h a n )

.

l .

*.
.

m
Q u e s t i o n s :  *.- .

- What r&ld fantasy best represents  ay topic to’ae?.-
E x a m p l e s :

Jon should be ‘f&cad to ‘go to a ccmv’ant%z  20 years. ( L a r r y )

S h e  is 50 clbsa to being perfect  i t  rould  be great if Just .
this once a!?e could spil l  things all  over herself  a n d  n o t
look like htr usual perfect self. (Jonathan) ’

It is like l.savfng  your body there to aat as a.  mindless
being, and letting your mind go wherever  it rants to
:;~i;~t;ng  into another place of only thought not physical being.

.

.
. :

1



1. Subject matter-- choose an area of interest 4

Now, note as many catayories of this subject as possible

2. Trial Topic-- select a topic out of your notes above

1. Is this to;?ic likely to sustain my interest
throughout the xrriting project?
why?

2. Is it appropriate to my writing audience?
How?

3. Can it lead to a thesis of the expected type?
How?

4. Does it involve enough corql exity for dwslopm2nt at
assay length?
Where?

5. Do I have.enou$l  supporting material to vork with?

3. Further definition of topic
wi?O?

What?

When?

Where?

Why?

How?
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I CEClii;,IZI:GS  AlQ Ci;IDIXS ._

.Adapted from Questions of 5ctoric and L'sam, by Kenneth Kock~ell. .Little,
_ ;Brbwn 'and Conpany 1971, pp. 23-29. 3.' '._ ',-.- . - :.! :_ : ;L.. Papers 'can begin'witk, either a specific instance or a generality. Either
way, the lead paragraph must'(l) attract the.reader's attention, (2) make the
subject of the paper plain and (3) suggest the writer's approach to the prob-
lem at hand. The first sentence Could pull the reader into the dialo&% :
Sometines the best way to begin a paper does not become apparent until the
writer has warmed up his topic by composing several
drafts rarely conta$n.effective  openers.. . . : ,"' .I.

- -.
hundred vords. First

.',,--. .- .__ - .-.._

A simple declarative sentence plunging into the
always effective. . . -. ,,

I

f Ii&t will'.upset the
the aircraft industry.

. . ,.m-.
. .

Paper on the
.

. . .

Supersonic
.. 'ecoaom;: of

The search for the origin of words
canbe fun.s.:,. . . .!*'. . .. .J ; : . J- .. . ; f: -, ', ,: 1, ; . ;,. . , .. . .:.-

:
; .‘.

aircraft'industry states a.
thesis at once and sets the steye for
furtier commentary.. . ,-_

middle of the s&ject is

The forbidding:  topic"of etmlon is-.-. _...
made palatable, i -;'. . - . .', . .

:. ,. --..  ':.L.. : 1 ,.':'* '2. *.; '.i- _- ,:.
.,; ,.I i' '7 : -' .

- a;-:" 1.,....I. . :- -.-, " .
i?ote that this beginning, thoueh quite

b .&sfei to' co~~&~~~ryEv&t~  C . : (.' '1
A.,-' . . .i . . : :,  *In the past, fer;-vnths,,, public

,,.. ,healtiY experts,,?~arking clds$ly~ y;sgecific, also signals a general topic:
. wit:l'teti, of s&it-ary engineers, ..public healt5 -procedures. :. ..!
. . .have '&covered!.an*alhrming  $nCi- . .

dence'of yellov.fever  ilong the
lower regions of tSe Central ':-
Lmerican coect.

-: /. . .
.-,-._  . . ‘A.- . . . . _’ 1.. , i’:-,---_ ---.--.-:  -__. ---;- *.

- '. c., Begin with"i'Qucstion . . 2..
:- .

-*v .* The difference betweed*&: effective 'and.~ineffective..ope&g.~question-.r _ . ..' * ,; -.+inges:,bn len@i tid, ,speciffcity.
_ :9 Ii. _. _ .. ; p)Jp, . . 1 . ,. : v. _ , .; - . - . .

. v ., JJhat were t!~c major ckaracteqistics  of- _,+ Ea.& you ,ever 'd&n .tb Touganoxfe?
'. \&at 1 life in a medieval monstery? ... . . . . . aboirt .tiie.'-sorprity‘ efr+?: -

Ilave you found God? .,. : .' 'Is. &era a special reason for:vieFLng

d.

L

Vilat's wrong with today's young? the conduct .of today's.young people with
Is the progressive, accelerating alarm?
ingenious person at fault? i?o, Vhat is a poem? .-,-; - : .,..%:., '.Fe is hot. -.Ilov can a rinority person..ori a c&us

. . such as this ac:lieve a share of equality
. - .

Begin with a Quotation .
For Close without retentive memories, there are'numerous  handbooks of
apliorisma; proverbs and witticisms, many of wilich can effectively arouse
the reader's interest. ' .: '% : . .

.  .
Good mnners

Death

-.
.

A gentle& 4s j person C&O never insult:
,anyone unintentionally. CZTCI!?.‘
l:en fear deat!l as little 'children fear
to go into the da&. SIT! FIXTCIS CXC!XT



e. Opzn Ktll a '~ie~~spanct Lead
Pnswct he questions ko? Ihiat? IP,:en? i.k~re? and ‘i;o~i? in the lead sentence.- - -
Going so guards qainst wandcrirg too far nrrty from the topic.

-

f.

Robert Flint, 13, of 116 l&bard Alt:lough you will not be writing- news
Street, a student at iknicipal . :.ii?czs, the specificity of such a for-
Junior College(7rho),  died(~7ha.t) XI;? can be advantageous in an expository
last night about 8303 P.:i.(iIhen ) paper as well; much information is con-
near the intersection of Vine t veyed concisely. :

and Route 40(~1!1ere) when his car
.

skidded and overturned on slick . . -: - ':..: . . : .
. :

pavement(how)  . ,' '

Use hctive Voice .
iIo blanket rule c&i be 4.aid down forbidding passive verbs in opening
sentences. In some objective trriting, a passive verb conveys the right
'nuance of scientific accuracy. If therd-,&s roan for choice; use an active
verb. It carries greater force and emphasis.

P.AsSIVE ACTIVE '
Her; levels of sophistication are The teaching of ;ligh s&o01 fnp~bas
not7 found in tllc: teaching of achieved nev levels of soptristiration.
high school Englislr. .,

,A-- ‘-

‘&

h.

\L* -
l -2-

.

-

,. '
Avoid Over-reliance on tile Title
The title of the pcpcr cannot substitute for a clear statement of subject
in the opening sentence or paragraph. Examine t!le two sentences below that,
begin a tha called "The Parking Problem at Xidwest University"... . . I. -, '. . . . . . ..- -_ -. ...- ._. . . . 8 ._: . - .
'&is. is a hi0 archlcm, bust last Traffic L'a.m
"4 drt T r.7

--” c------- - - -  - - - - -  -~
!ajor problem at !!idwest  . . .

.A&**- - ..'as' forced td park my car University; @here stdat .affluence and'--'
. . . -$ncreased &roll%ent have'combined to

.I .- _ . -

produce more-auto&bFles than parkinp.
spaces. ..I.. _

Avoid Vame Bey.innings
P@Ol?

.karkotics'o.ffers  mny kinds of ... 'The problem of,narcotgcs  among &dents
problems,. The problems are dif- :h& be& grossly exaCgerated,by  JouTz:.~,
ficult to solve.' Life can be hard atis-ts, since the addicts as a group.- *_ . -"-ii t4e"v&zperiince of cveryonc are limited largely to the unstable ana.; _
shot7s. .'The problem we face :and rejected. Pew'students choose the drq

h&r ve'sOlve ‘then are the way in way as a solution to i;ife's problems
which the world sees us. :: :

.I .
- 3

. :.
- :.-.- +. -Combine BeainniriR &vices :.

. . -. :..  .
An introduction may include, for example, a first scnie'nce consistin?

I 'of a striking quotation, a second sentence offering a t!wsis, a third
sentence of furnishing baclcground  material, and a fourth sentence em-'
playing an anecdote.

"All the c.7orlJ's a stage," says Quote from Skakespeare arouses interest
Jaques, the melancholy figure of and also implies purpose of paper. 2nd
Shahespeare's As You Like It. Cnd
he might aisb have added, so is

sentence gives enough background informa-
tion to bring the problem into focus and

tile Globe Playilousc, the site of also offers a statement of purpose: to
.Slla!.aspeare'~s dramatic triumpIis, skew tile link *be!xecn tile theater of the



I _ , U

a little imitation of the lforld. play'nouse and the theater of the vorld.
C recent discovery of a forgotten Third sentence adds fdrtller clarifyin?
boo!: on Llizabethen memory cevices inforr.ation.
reinforces the belief that  Jaques Fourth sentence naves toward the anec-
was employing more Clan a cere
metaphor in his comparison bc-

dotal citation of tile activity of London
underworld characters.

trJeen tne r?orld and the stage.
quite possibly the gulls and
gallants, culled from the paces
of Tom l)ck:<errs  The Gull's Iiand-
book, a guidebook to London low
life, found inside the Globe play-
house a deliberate replica of
the larger world of mar..

The closing paragraph of an essay can servo various Turposes: to
summarize, to synthesize,  to restate, and to evaluate. TSe imp0rtaacg of --. _
the ending is in direct proportion to the length of the paper. F. short
essay of tvo or tilree hundred words does not need the same elaborate
termination as a lengthy essay of several tllousand words. Ideally the
good ending r.Jill  suggest itself; however:, in the event of the lack of
ideas, there are stock gambits to bc employed.

f"
L

a. Fnd Htil a Spry

And so the forces.shaFing  the Tudor dynasty remained throu&out the
sixteenth century rooted deeply in religious,  economic, and political
issues. The establisiment of a national dlurcil insured the trir@l of
English values over'those of the :Icditerranean:  The incre*ed tempo of
trade brought ne, wealth to the riddle classes who supported the crown
agaiust landowners; and the increased poF7er of the city merchants in turn
insured a reservoir of sentiment frientily  to the queen, herself tSe descen-
dant of a commoner..

---iEnd by Using a.Singlc Striking Statement

C. End with a !?aming t!ote

There seer?3 little question ti1z.t the United States ilas learned of tariff
problems only by trial and error, at great pain and loss to herself.

T;ie problem of scatinc priorities at i'idwest University bas!<etball games
still threatens faculty-student relationshins.

A warning note indicating that the close is near vfould include such phrases
as: finally, in conclusion, t;ie solution t.;en, as has teen seen, to re-
capitulate, lastly, and to review the issue., :'ake sure ;i'OT to use t?esc
indicators haphazardly; tile naterial t;iey precede must be conclusive in
nature.

‘-
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I. Some of the following would make acceptable theses and some would not
because they lack restriction, unity or clarity. Find those that are
it acceptable and explain why you reject them. Renrite the theses you
reject.

1.

2.

3.

4.

In the following essay I would l&e to tell you about VISTA.

-Quaker education is essentially a religious education.

U.S. i.nvolvement  in Indochina has had unfortunate results.

This essay will deal with the difference in salaries betweezl
teachers and professional athletes.

5.

6.

Our accomplishments inthe space program are out of this world.

The popular conception of-a-schizophrenic as .a person with a
"split personaUty"A.sInaccurate.

. . ,:

7.

a4

9.

10.

Compared with other languages, English has a relatively simple
grammar, but its spelling is complex and confusing.

Hawaii has a great future.

Student writing would be considerably improved if more attention
were paid to restricting theses.

The use of drugs has increased significantly in the last ten years.
Some drugs, such as LSD, are admittedly dangerous, but there is
considerable disagreement about marijuana.

11. The use of drugs has increased significantly in the last ten years.

71. You have begun r3;ldi.q 'essays ic Qecker by now and should have formed a few
ideas for your first theme. Fmd a thesis for one of them that you think
you could develop adequately in about three pages. This may involve some
prevwriting. Write down this thesis on a separate piece of paper and do
not put your name on it. Be sure the thesis is restricted, unified and
clear.

- ---.
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Introductions .

.

Aiii cowcLUsIo~Is

.-
___.  a *.-

‘ I . attract reader's atteion by rclatiq topic to current event or
controversy
--cenzorship: tkc local controversy over ?eer, Throat

2. start with a statement making, the reader take a new look at a fa+liat
situation
--We have all occasionally received parkin:: ticl;ets and cursed tlla
poUceman vho gave xhem to us, but how pany of us have stonFed to
consider what would happen if no.Fsre parting tickets were given?

3. limit subject by prsceedinr from a general situation to a soecific
L.lstance
--Today's American housewife has to put up wit!1 an inflation rate of
9X on food. 30 geoprapidcal  area in the United States has escaped

. &is alarming inflation of prices on everJthin,n from applco to
zucchini. But one of the hardest bit arcas FZ Urbana, IL.

. .
4. use initial quotation as Preynote  for rest of paper

'Lillian G. Perry, a Xamard administrator,--\ has noted.,that tie student
vile “. . . . . . . . .I’

~0’3..a. Don't abuse this forr by quotin,.0 material that is not &ucial

I' to t!le paper
\. ,\zr . ---J:--drs=atize an'

4ae out of
or assaulted

or by quoting from dictionaries.

issue wit3 strikidg facts or statistics .,
.every eight residents of Campaign-CrSana  will be robbed
t'iis year.

6. heighten tke point with a striking contrast
-2lack AzericP-s can expect to live rouc1;lly 51.3 fewer years than
vhik kmericans.

7. clarify a key ten2 by ari initial defizition
--h.gentlemn  is one who never iztentionally  hurfs another person and
kose company one finds as coufortable as an elk easy chair. Llysses
S. Grant was no gentleman..*.

6. establish your qudlificaticms  for dealing uiti? a subject by usin? a
biograp'nical or gersonal  connent
-titer thirq-PFne years of teaching rhetoric, I have cope to the
conclusion t5at the part of tile se,ester spent on pararrtph.coherence
is the luost reTlarding for ‘Jctll student an2 teacker.

3. assume the attack by denying a currently accepted assumption
--For the last tvo years, two hundred million k=ericans have wearily
followed the antics of politicians  in IJashinVon, '3.C. ITost viewers
now cynically declare tirat the Anerican dmam has been shattered.
ikvertheless, recent events in !J--~liintJtoa  do not in fact support this
conclusion. F.atYer, the Hatereate fiasco indicates a hiph level of

./' 'morality in our government.
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1 3 . vaze up the apat;xtic reader Witi 2 xrcll-penrasec,  controversial  qucs*;ion  . _a
-IS it the concerned ciffzen’s right to asjjcsbate a President whose --”
policies arc leading tile couatry to VAat the citizen believes to be
destruction?
CAUTIC~~: Lvoid questions that zre coo obvious, too obscure, too
exaggerated, or too biased.

Conclusiors. (Authors and pqe numbers refer to The Jorton Reader.)

1. Ikmorable restatement of ‘the central idea (Kemedy, 433)

2. final anecdote that rkinforces central. idea without explicit reltatrmnt .
(Perry, 249) . :

3. careful estimate of the significance of the conclusions reaked in the
paw

. &Y

4. forecast or mrning based 40. facts cievelopcd in the paper (rich, 35s)

5. an essential conditioa  for future progress (Bellow, 423)

I0. a suggestion for corrective action (Yang, 674)
QLkmai: This action mst develop logically from your paoer and not
be too swae?k~g or unreasonable. '

7. a return frozthe Specific  to the gzzeral, relating the findings of
r to a gmeral trend or idea (lioffer, 830-331)

-,: 2
t;?e pa’;e

Comnon Errors

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

noncommittal platitude
-lW.s problem deserves the serious attention of every right-thixking
i2XriCHI.

refounded optimistic prediction
-3ut every cloud has a silver lining. (See also no. 5 below)

But the future looks briet.

undeveloped panacea
----T;le  restoration of proper discipline in tiie nation‘s schools will
n&e juveLfle delinquemy a thing of the past.

conclusion- that raises problems that weaken or distract from the
point of tie paper
-Gf course, a small car has obvious disadvantages for a f&ly with
mmerous children or for the travels in need of luggage space.

cli &es
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.:ssi I;r;men:s. On2 of your most crucial tazk5 ft.411 be to organi: thr
rml ts of your analysis and evoltiatlon  into a persuasive,
ilwly -structured, coherent argument. HER are some suggestions: .
* Early fn the pcper (in the introduction?) briefig (2-3 sentences at most)
3X2 the argument of th e szay yx’re evaluatlg.  Than assert your otin
$*lalustive thesis s\atemont, forwarding not just your assessment of the
esss~~,  but the fea!ures of it yo!~ propose to analyze and evaluate.
* T!?2 body of your paprr #II amplify and sugport your thesis by analyzing
and e*;aluating those specific features and strategies. The two most likely
means of organliing  the body .%em these: I) Analyze all the features; then
evsluate them all. 21 Analyze and eva.!uate each feature one by one. i7y
guess is that the second strategy might be easiest and clearest, since
analysis end evaluation often Intermingle. In addition, the first strategy
might tend toward chcppiness.
* This essq, like ail essays, will be most impactful  If it includes a ’
striking conclusi@n.

Since this essignement  is more open-ended  and difficult !insofar as it
asks you to engage in 3n3ipts -- a sophisticated intellectual activity!
than 9x12 of thz othxs, 1 suspect i? ?-fill require long immersixi  and
frequent ri-immersion  in the writing cycle. I
prewriting  and rewriting of thi.: pq~er.

encounge extensive

to a tlng spoor,fu~ of it esfd2 a ~lateicl  of sqwwij or eve!~.xticn!.
* The goal cl this assfgnm2’nt  IS for ycu to t;laiyze and e’-ra?ua!; anoth2r
authcr’s argument -- not for lJO!J to quarrsl with the author’s opinions.
‘;/cCr p&q k’;‘$ ;;:;t be a vehl~le cf yo’ilr c$:fllon-; on U-x :ep!cs discussed
in the essay. Your essay ~?ould be a vehicle of your (amply suxwted!
cxclxions regard3g the cohc;ence of th? argumefit  the aCw m&s, and

the eppropt’istanesS end effectiveness of tree stf6tegiS tha W:nor tiSZ*s tG
fa-ward his cl&x. Think cl the essay less as dn agpaai  ta you  Titan 8s a
specl,nxn of erguments!ivs  wiring thri. Ii is your job to assess.  E:~gaga
ycurself in the essdy’s cofitrnt  only in tha spirit cf analyzing and
e!laluating ft 8s a component of an srgument.

.
:-r.-. < .
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THESI 5.
farn~iEti~q  tifX2 thE$ task; Hi!? i& cjGu io t@r ihesiz.  bnpo~t! cn

gvsluatfve thesis statpment -- a statement of whether on balance the. a
ergument succeeds Of foil s, end a brief statement of why. If the essay .
iGlTib~%S  strengths and %&wsses, feel free to address both in your
essay. Hwwr, dq decide whctZl er the argument would skvay its intended
6udiencs, and convey tha! dscision in you; thesis statement. Co Its
strengths outiveigh its waaknw&s? Do its weaknessess invalidate its
StfWtgthS?

i do not expect ycu to analyze end evaluate every aspect of the argument
YOIJ ore wo&ing with; that wouId require many more than 4 pages. Feel
free to limit your scope to sew-al ol the srgunecit’s features: most
logica?ly, fhcse that you perceive to constitute its major strengths and
weaknesses. For Instance, you might choose to address the argument’s
thesis, its widenca, Its ressoning, and its attention to opposing
viewpoints. Or, you might ena:yze end evaiuste its appeals to emotlcn,Jts
wthwiol fmagw u= vd tone, and its figurative or connotattve language.

No matter *hot feetures.of th2 wgumeni you 66dress, be sure to analyze
them in dstaf:  and in depth. Perhaps the most debilitstfng  pitfall
threeiening  ths path to succ~ss,ful analysis end eveketion is skimpy,
Ir,cGiTlpkk znalysis. Writers s Sy, The author’s use of alWon 1s
af3ectfW end iea~ it at that. @o not Iwe 8 at that. Discuss in specific
and psinstaking detsil Mx a& &‘!y thz allusi.ox  ore effec We. .And do not
leave It at that, Disc!~ss In spxlfic  and psfnstokfng dctsll how and whu
the Ckctive d’tl!rs!ons  contribute to tRa SUCCESS  or failure of the essay. ’

.
- _.-_-. -..



I /,. - .

l .I- ” - Analysjs/i:‘alud!lonl 7u II1

:3tp: Z-4 pcges (750- 1000 wrds) i
- -

@Cisnce: He, 8n English instructor interestsd jn bcth content (what you .
3zy shut the ezsb y you’re WOtiing  \ri th and the evidence you use to
wppcrt your claims) and form (the whole ~SQQY,  title, paragraphs,
,xntences, f&.!.
F'unm~,:  Yo e1J3hIaie  the emg: to assert whether on.balance the qument
will succ.eed or fail with its, aud%ce, and to back up your ~.ssertion  with
u’etafleii tnsysk.

. .

~tfntW?IZING,  A%iLYi!Ii?lG,  A:@ EVALUXTlN&
Thi.2 kind al critical writing reiluiras  you to engnge in three distinct tasks
before you begin to write: Sumncry  (figuring out what the essay says)‘.

knolyrjis  (discerning how it say+
Evalwtion  ~jx!g:ng howwell it says It) ’

$tmmwy. &fore analyzing and evalua:ing can begin,  ycl; na,ed to ;tno;ll
exactly what the eS%y SSSE&.  Perhaps the most Important prelfmjnar!j
to Wtfng this pzprr is rerlding  the esscy,~caral~lly  and rqxctedly.  Set
thoroughly xquail?ted  with ths cjrgumeni,  so ths:. you know sure enwers
to these qutstioG: Whet is the subject ol the essay? What is the thesis?
Is it stated or Implied? What gre ths main pojnts of the essay?



&cording to the author, to what audience is the ad directed? Why
WaLtid it (or would it not) effectively reach that audience?
l4hat anxieties/insecurities does the ad play to? Are these
identified? ____ Do you zgr-ee?

Goes the author delineate  holrr colcr, design, typeface, lighting,
image, and contrast are used in the ad? How do these contribute
to making her central point'?

What unspoken assumptions about both the advertisement and its
audience does the author make? How do yoct know? What is the
tone of the essay? How do you know the author's attitude in
relation to the ad? Is it ejfective or overbest-ins?

HG+J  well do23 t h e introduction both begin and establish the form
a$ the eiS?y? Does it 3.rouse your interest?

What new insight does the conclusion afford or how does it tie
all the threads of the essay together?

Does t.l?e 3.ut!lor-  analyze the copy with regard to styie, content,
and desired effect? Lioes the author describe the ad?- ---_ - - - -
N2.ir.e the magazine it's from?---- Are you convinced by the
author's argument about the ad's purpose? And how it_---
achieves it? ----



Developing Thesis Statements Page 1 of 2

Library Instruction Tip Sheet

Developing Thesis Statements

Many students make the mistake of thinking that having a “subjects the same as having a
“thesis” for an essay or research paper. However, the thesis of your writing is much more
definite than the general subject.

A thesis statement is a specific declaration that summarizes the point of view you will
express in your paper. It is the basic stand you take, the opinion you express and the point
you make about your narrowed subject. It’s your controlling idea, tying together and giving
direction to al1 other elements in your paper. Your primary purpose is to persuade the reader
that your thesis is a valid one.

. What is a good thesis?

1. A thesis is specific. If your ideas are vague, there is an excellent chance that your paper
will be confusing. Although general terms can be narrowed and defined elsewhere in the
paper, a good thesis supplies a specific subject and a clear direction for your paper. The
specific facts, details and examples that you use will help to clarify the idea that you are
trying to express.

I Poor: Aerobic exercise is good for you.
x Better: Aerobic exercise may be part of a weight loss program, but t is

also the way to a healthy heart.

2. A thesis is restrictive. A good thesis deals with restricted bite-sized issues, issues that
would otherwise require a lifetime of writing. Just as you need to narrow the subject of a
thesis statement, so you will need to narrow the assertion about the subject. When you

restrict the scope of your assertions in the thesis your writing will be more focused. The
length of your paper will determine how restricted your thesis will be.

x Poor: there are many advantages to having professional sports teams in
Houston.

x Better: Having professional sports teams in Houston has political, social
and economic advantages.

3. A thesis is unified and expresses one major idea bout items subject. A good thesis may
sometimes include a secondary idea only if it is strictly subordinated to the major one. It is
wise to write your thesis before you begin an outline and definitely before you begin writing

6/7/200 1
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your paper.

%g Poor: My difficulties in English literature are unbelievable, but I am
doing very well in algebra.

%g Better: I am getting better grades in algebra than in English literature,
because I seem more comfortable with exact concepts like numbers and
formulas.

A thesis statement is the standard for your paper. Where you place a thesis statement
depends on your goals, your audience, the purpose of your essay or research paper, and how
you intend to organize it. The most common position for the thesis statement is in the
opening paragraph, but other locations in the paper can work and the thesis may even be
implied. However, just remember to write a thesis statement as one of the first steps towards
completion of your paper. It should focus the paper as well as be restrictive and specific
enough to give the instructor a clear idea of the subject and direction of your paper.

A thesis statement is not:

x A promise or statement of purpose.
x A topic or subject by itself.
x A question.
x A few words added to title but not forming a complete sentence.

http:l/www.hccs.cc.tx.us/systemllibrary/TipSheets/Thesis.html 6/7/200  1
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The Thesis
.v-.

An essay is a nonfiction composition on a single subject and with a central idea or thesis.

a A thesis is the central, controlling idea of an essay, to which all assertions and details relate.
Your essay should be focused on a central idea, to which all the essay’s paragraphs, all its general
statements and specific information, relate. The thesis will not usually leap fully formed into your
head. Even when you begin with an idea you want to communicate, you will need to refine that idea to
fit the realities of the paper you write. A good thesis statement will neither state a fact (Mrs.
Mallard dies soon after hearing that her husband has died) nor overgeneralize (The story is an insult
to women).

@ THE THESIS: A good way to develop your thesis is to frame it in a thesis sentence.
The thesis statement gives you a vehicle for expressing your thesis at an early stage,
and eventually it or (more likely) a revised version may be placed in the introduction of
your final essay as a signal to your readers.

A good way to think about the thesis statement or sentence is to think of WHAT +
WHAT ABOUT IT where “WHAT” is the topic/subject you are writing about and the
“WHAT ABOUT IT” is the assertion or claim that you are making in your paper. For
example, you are writing about the death penalty and your essay advances the argument
that the death penalty should be legal in all states: WHAT = the death penalty; WHAT
ABOUT IT = should be legalized in every state in the nation. THESIS SENTENCE =
The death penalty should be legalized by virtue of federal order in every state in the
nation.

e OTHER EXAMPLES:

TOPIC

Federal aid to
college students

+ WHAT ABOUT IT

should be made available to any student who quolif  ies
+ academically if the United States hopes to win the

technological race.

Strip-mining
should be tightly controlled in this region to reduce its

+ pollution of water resources, its permanent destruction of the
land, and its devastating effect on people’s lives.

The dynamics of is usually such that the boundaries between parent and child
single-parent + often disappear so that the two interact as siblings or as a
families married couple.

t3 The functions of the thesis statement  are:
e to narrow the topic to a single idea that you want readers to gain from your essay
8 to name the topic and assert something about it, conveying your purpose, your opinion,

and your attitude
6 often to provide a concise preview of how you will arrange your ideas in the essay (as in

example #3 above.)

http://visi.net/-joshzma/thesis.htm 61712001
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@ To draft a thesis sentence, ask these questions:
e What central idea emerges from the work I have done SO far?
e How can I frame that idea as an assertion about my topic?
@ How can I convey my purpose and attitude in that assertion?

8 Checklist for revising  the thesis sentence:
o Does it make an assertion about your topic?
8 Does it convey your purpose, your opinion, and your attitude?
e IS it limited to an assertion of only one idea?
e Is the assertion specific?
CO Is the sentence unified in that the parts relate to each other?

o Examples - Here are some examples of thesis sentences revised to meet the checklist
requirements:

8 T&‘ESI.S 1: Television, newspapers, and magazines present contrasting views of the
United States. (A position).
REV..SION  I: The media image of the United States is unrealistic, and people are
depicted as being either in ethnic conflict or blissful all the time.
FINAL V&5523 Judging from the unrealistic images projected by the media, the
United States is a nation of either constant ethnic conflict or of untroubled
homogeneity.

6 THESLS I: Wearing fur is immoral. (A position)
REVISI’ON  I: The wearing of fur for fashion should be banned, and protesters should
demonstrate.
FINAL THESL5:  To effectively bring about a ban of wearing fur for fashion, anti-fur
protesters should target the designers, the manufacturers, and the wears of fashion
fur garments.

6 THESIS  I: Gays and lesbians should be able to marry. (A position)
REVI’S~UN I: A couple’s right to marry should be not be restricted based on sexual
preference.
REVISION Z?: Every couple who wishes to commit to each other in marriage should have
the right to do so, regardless of sexual preference.
FINAL THESIS: Everyone, gay and straight, will benefit from extending the basic
human right of marriage to all couple, regardless of sexual preference.

t? Exercise: Looping Toward a Thesis: This is a freewriting exercise that will help you to
arrive at a thesis once you have decided on a topic and have done some research.

#l - Quickly reread your notes and glance at your most important sources. Now clear off
your desk. Begin a ten-minute freewrite in which you narrate how your thinking about this
topic has developed since you began. What did you think when you started? Then what did you
discover? Then what? What did you think then? Write fast for ten minutes.

#2 - Skip a few lines and freewrite for another ten minutes. This time focus on specific

stories, anecdotes, people, case studies, observations, statistics, etc., that really stick with

http://visi.net/-joshzrnalthesis.htm 6/7/2001
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you when you reflect on what you’ve learned so far from your reading and interviews. Write
with as much detail as you can.

#3 - Freewrite for another ten minutes, this time as a dialogue about your topic with
someone you know. Begin with the question most commonly asked about your topic. Write this
dialogue like a play, with you and your imagined partner each playing a part in the conversation.
Sustain it for the full ten minutes,

#4 - Finally, spend 5 minutes composing a one- or two-sentence answer to this question about
your topic: So what?

http://visi.net/-joshzmdthesis.htm 6/7/200  1



How to Write a Thesis Statement rage 1 013

How To Write a Thesis Statement

What is a Thesis Statement?

Almost all of us--even if we don’t do it consciously--look early in an essay for a one- or two-sentence
condensation of the argument or analysis that is to follow. We refer to that condensation as a thesis
statement.

Why Should Your Essay Contain A Thesis Statement?

I to test your ideas by distilling them into a sentence or two
8 to better organize and develop your argument
I to provide your reader with a “guide” to your argument

In general, your thesis statement will accomplish these goals if you think of the thesis as the answer to
the question your paper explores.

How Can You Write Good Thesis Statement?

Here are some helpful hints to get you started. You can either scroll down or select a link to a specific
topic.

How to Generate a Thesis Statement if the Topic is Assigned.

Almost all assignments, no matter how complicated, can be reduced to a single question. Your first step,
then, is to distill the assignment into a specific question. For example, if your assignment is “Write a
report to the local school board explaining the potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade
class,” turn the request into a question like “What are the potential benefits of using computers in a
fourth-grade class?” After you’ve chosen the question your essay will ‘answer, compose one or two
complete sentences answering that question.

Q: “What are the potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class?”
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A: “The potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class are . . . .”

OR

A: “I.Jsing computers in a fourth-grade class promises to improve . . . .I’

The answer to the question is the thesis statement for the essay.

How to Generate a Thesis Statement if the Topic is Not Assigned.

Even if your assignment doesn’t ask a spec.ific question, your thesis statement still needs to answer a
question about the issue you’d like to explore. Tn this situation, your job is to figure out what question
you’d like to write about.

A good thesis statement will usually include the following four attributes:

8 take on a subject upon which reasonable people could disagree
.X deal with a subject that can be adequately treated given the nature of the assignment
x express one main idea
w assert your conclusions about a subject

Let’s see how to generate a thesis statement for a social policy paper,

Brainstoornz  the topic.
Let’s say that your class focuses upon the problems posed by drug addiction. You find that you are
interested in the problems of crack babies, babies born to mothers addicted to crack cocaine.

You start out with a thesis statement like this:

Crack babies.

This fragment isn’t a thesis statement, Instead, it simply indicates a general subject. Furthermore, your
reader doesn’t know what you want to say about crack kids.

Namnv the topic
Your readings about the topic, however, have led you to the conclusion that not only do these babies
have a difficult time surviving premature births and withdrawal symptoms, but their lives will be even
harder as they grow up because they are likely to be raised in an environment of poverty and neglect.
You think that there should be programs to help these children.

You change your thesis to look like this:

Programs for crack kids.

This fragment not only aImounces your subject, but it focuses on one main idea: programs. Furthermore,
it raises a subject upon which reasonable people could disagree, because while most people might agree
that something needs to be done for these children, not everyone would agree on what should be done or
who should do it. You should note that this fragment is not a thesis statement because your reader
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doesn’t know your conclusions on the topic.

Take a position on the topic.
After reflecting on the topic a little while longer, you decide that what you really want to say about this
topic is that in addition to programs for crack babies, the government should develop programs to help
crack children cope and compete.

You revise your thesis to look like this:

More attention should be paid to the environment crack kids grow up in.

This statement asserts your position, but the terms more attention and the environment are vague.

Use specijic  language.
You decide to explain what you mean about “the environment,” so you write:

Experts estimate that half of crack babies will grow up in home environments lacking
rich cognitive and emotional stimulation.

This statement is specific, but it isn’t a thesis. It merely reports a statistic instead of making an assertion.

Make an mserriorz  based on clearly stuted  support.
You finally revise your thesis statement one more time to look like this:

- Because half of all crack babies are likely to grow up in homes lacking good cognitive
and emotional stimulation, the federal government should finance programs to
supplement parental care for crack kids.

Notice how the thesis answers the question, “Why should anything be done for crack kids, and who
should do it?” When you started thinking about the paper, you may not have had a specific question in
mind, but as you became more involved in the topic, your ideas became more specific. Your thesis
changed to reflect your new insights.

How to Tell a Strong Thesis Sentence from a Weak One.

1. A strong thesis takes some sort of stand.

Remember that your thesis needs to show your conclusions about a subject. For example, if you are
writing a paper for a class on fitness, you might be asked to choose a popular weight-loss product to
evaluate. Here are two thesis statements:

There are some negative and positive aspects to the Banana Herb Tea Supplement.

This is a weak thesis. First, it fails to take a stand. Second, the phrase “negative and positive” aspects”
are vague.

Because Banana Herb Tea Supplement promotes rapid weight loss that results in the
loss of muscle and lean body mass, it poses a potential danger to customers.
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This is a strong thesis because it takes a stand.

2. A strong thesis justifies discussion.

Your thesis should indicate the point of the discussion. If your assignment is to write a paper on kinship
systems, using your own family as an example, you might come up with either of these two thesis
statements:

My family is an extended family.

This is a weak thesis because it states an observation. Your reader won’t be able to tell the point of the
statement, and will probably stop reading.

While most American families would view consanguineal marriage as a threat to the
nuclear family structure, many Iranian families, like my own, believe that these
marriages help reinforce kinship ties in an extended family.

This is a strong thesis because it shows how your experience contradicts a widely-accepted view. A
good strategy for creating a strong thesis is to show that the topic is controversial. Readers will be
interested in reading the rest of the essay to see how you support your point.

3. A strong thesis expresses one main idea.

Readers need to be able to see that your paper has one main point. If your thesis expresses more than
one idea, then you might confuse your readers about the subject of your paper. For example:

Companies need to exploit the marketing potential of the Internet, and web pages can
provide both advertising and customer support.

This is a weak thesis statement because the reader can’t decide whether the paper is about marketing on
the Internet or web pages. To revise the thesis, the relationship between the two ideas needs to become
more clear. One way to revise the thesis would be to write:

Because the Internet is filled with tremendous marketing potential, companies should
exploit this potential by using web pages that offer both advertising and customer
support.

This is a strong thesis because it shows that the two ideas are related. Hint: a great many clear and
engaging thesis statements contain words like “because,” “since,” “so,” “although,” “unless,” and
“however. ”

4. A strong thesis statement is specific.

A thesis statement should show exactly what your paper will be about, and will help you keep your
paper to a manageable topic. For example, if you write a paper on hunger, you might say:

World hunger has many causes and effects.

This is a weak thesis statement for two major reasons. First, “world hunger” can’t be discussed
thoroughly in five or ten pages. Second, “many causes and effects” is vague. You should be able to

http://www.indiana.edul-wts/wts/thesis.html 6/7/200 1
_. ._..



How to Write a Thesis Statement I a&k  J “I J

identify specific causes and effects. A revised thesis might look like this:

Hunger persists in Appalachia because jobs are scarce and farming in the infertile soil
is rarely profitable.

This is a strong thesis because it narrows the subject to a more specific and manageable topic and it also
identifies the specific causes for the existence of hunger,
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