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The Nightmare Sentence

According to Flower, the following cause weak sentences:

1. Too many nouns, but not enough verbs .
2 .  Lots.of h e a v y ,  Latinate noun2 that could  b e  v e r b s .

3. Us ing  weak  linking verbs instead  of active v e r b s .

2
Not  using posft$ve expressfans  Y.us~g nega’dve.
A listlike syntax.in which you just  l is t  your  ideas

rithout imposing any o r d e r at rhyme or reason to t h e m
and  confuse  the  reader  rho has to figure aut,what
y o u  were trying to say which is noI n i ce .

Follorin  Florer’s  g u i d e l i n e s , a n d  anythingZlsc L!t you think
h i n d e r s  a s en t ences  e f f ec t i venes s ,  t r y  t o  rritc the worst
sentence you can. f r y  to violate  a l l  o f  f l o w e r ’ s  s u g g e s t i o n s
fa r  e f f ec t iveness ,  ff you can, in one  miserable  sentence .

!

.
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The Dash- -

The typed dash--consists of two uns?aced hyphens. It is the
most dramatic and versatile of punctuation marks, though it
loses these qualities if overused and carelessly substituted
for the comma, colon or period.

1. Use dashes to set off apgositives (noun that
restates a noun preceding it) that contain commas. Be
sure to use the dash on both sides of the phrase.
+ In my hometown the basic needs of people--food,
clothing and shelter
Boston.

--are less expensive than in

2. Use the dash to introduce a summarizing clause.
* Honor, integrity, value--these are the marks of a
true human being.

3. When emphasis is needed, use a dash to introduce a
word, phrase or clause.
* He gave me my reward --a hundred dollar bill.

4. Use the dash to show a sudden shift, break, or turn
in thought or structure.
* I thought--but do you care to hear?

5. Use the dash to set off a parenthetical statement.
* My suggestion--please garden me--is that you leave at
once.



The Colon

The colon has three chief USES, and acts as a more formal
mark than the comma or the dash.

1. To introduce a list or series of examples.
*He paid all his bills: rent, telfzphone, gas and
electric.

2. To introducs an amplification cf x%at preczdes the
colon.
*Ha valued his album ccllection: limited edition
Beatle's Classics.

3. To introduce a quotation.
*This alienating position has been an outgrowth of his

intellect: "The superior...."

The colon falls outside the quotation mark if you are using
it after a quote, and it isn't part cf the quote.

The Semicolon

Typographically, the semicolon is part comma and part
period; it functions as a weak period or a strong comma. It
can never function as a colon.

Strong Comma: separates series of phrases or clauses
with internal commas.

*She took three classes: French, -which she hated;
UHUM, which was boring; FWS, which she adored.

Weak Period: joins independent statements that th2
xer wishes to bring together more closely than a
period allows.
*I'm not quite sure what I want; maybe I'm just
overwhelmed.



br

Coizma Spiices all? E~m?n-On S-22t2nc2s- -
Comma sslices result vhEn corn13 is rrtistalcei’lly  placed

betveen two independent  classes that are not joined by
coor<inating  conjunctions. i5 the cozna is omitted, the
error is calied a run-on sentence.

Comma Splice: In th2 second picture the man leans on
the woman's body, he is obviously in pain.

Run-on : In the second picture the man leans on the
woman ' s body he is obviously in pain.

There are five ways to correct these grobless. I'll
demonstrate with the followin-y grammatical monstrosity: The
wife is not pleased, in fact, she is embarrassed.

1. Use a period. Write two sentences.
*The wife is not pleased. In fact, she is embarrassed.

2. Use a semi-colon; this way, you separate the
.thoughts.
*The wife is not pleasaci; in fact, she is embarrassed.

3. Use a comma and coordinating conjunction.
*The wife is not pleased, and in fact, she is
embarrassed.

4. Make one of the clauses independent. Use a
subordinating conjunction such as after, although,
since, though, unless, when, where8 vhiie, etc.
*Because the wife is not gleased, she is, in fact,
embarrassed.

5. Reduce one‘of the independent clauses to a phrase1
or even a single word.
*Displeased, the wife is, in fact, embarrassed.



SENTENCES

The subject-verb-object sentence construction, while direct,
can be redundant and distracting in long papers. Varying
your sentence structure will enhance vhat you are saying by

you say it. Here are a fev examples of
variant sentence constructions, which your should become
familiar with and try to incorporate into your ovn writing.

1. Compound sentences separated by a semi-colon--remember
that each side of the semi-colon must be a complete clause.

* Professor, your wig is crooked; perhaps you should
straighten it.

2; Compound sentences with colon aud explanation following.

f The red f@Fq8 on her paper was more than just a letter:
it signaled that she had to repeat the course.

3. Compound sentences with semi-colon lrhere the second verb
is missing and replaced by a comma.

* Mother chose to shop; I, to dine.

4. Introducing appositives at the beginning of the sentence,
and setting them off with a dash.

* Talent, charm,
loved in him.

5. Compound sentences
off by two dashes.

grace--those were the qualities I

with internal series of objects set

* The real education in college--personal, emotional,
SgiritUal--does not come out of books.

6. Sentences beginning with the present -ing or past -ed
participle followed by a comma.

* Having.once  gotten sick, he chose never to dine there
again.
* Scared silly, Paul left New York.

7. Sentences beginning with independent clauses introduced
by a prepositional phrase.

+ By taking the initiative himself, Col. North changed
the course of American politics.

/
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THE SEMICOLON

Think of the semicolon as a strong comma or a weak period. It should not be
substituted for the colon as an introductory mark.

USE THE SEMICOLON BETWEEN TWO IIDEPEYDEXT CLAUSES NOT CONNECTED BY A COORDINATISG
CONJUNCTION.(and, but, or, nor, for, yet, so)

The semester was long and difficult, but the vacation was pleasant.
The semester was long and difficult; the vacation was pleasant.

If the clauses are long or contain internal punctuation, use the semicolon, even
if these clauses are joined by a conjunction:

His course was long, difficult, and expensive; but John made effort after
effort, trial after trial.

It is this largess that accounts for the presence within the city's walls
of a considerable section of the population; for the residents of Manhattan
are to a large extent strangers who have pulled up stakes somewhere and come
to tom, seeking sanctuary or fulfillment or some greater or lesser grail.

-~.B.wKte
USE THE SEXICOLON BE'I%-EEN  COORDINATE CLAUSES WHEN CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS ARE USED.
Some coordinate adverbs: therefore, however, hence, accordingly, furthermore,
nevertheless, consequently, thus, then, yet, for instance, for example...

College is difficult; .therfore you must study.
Gordon is absentminded: he is,'in fact, the most absentminded person I know.
I speak Korean; my ihildren, however, cannot.
Today, I arose early; nevertheless, I accomplished very little.
Our lane is very bumpy: hence, cars approach our house very slowly.

J
/

USE

1.
2.

3 .
4.
5.
6.
7.
a.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

THE SEMICOLON TO GROUP ITEMS IN A SERIES. (But not to introduce a list.)
The members of the committee are Ms. Wallace,chairperson; Mr. Jones, secretary;
and Mrs. Reynolds, treasurer.

SEMICOLON TRIAL

He began his business letter: Dear Sir; ( >
His work was done; therefore, he returned home. (1.
He bought the following: a saw, a hammer, and nails. ( >
Jim,an athlete, loved sports; Fran, a musician, loved opera.
I love baseball, I hate to attend lectures. .I ,'
She knocked at my door: I hurried about, tidying up, then opened it.( )
He ordered the following; a hamburger, chips, and coffee. ( )
He was tired, therefore he went to bed. ( 1
She often hesitated: for instance,when.the  job:opened up, .she Waite< )
three weeks to apply.
He met me on the street: he didn't speak.
Study hard; ask questions; do your best.

( >

Sometimes we wonder: what are his intehtions?
0

Thoughmany people say they don't believe Friday the 13th is
unlucky; they are still extra cautious on that day.

I;

He worked on the farm; she got a job in the city.
Friends; please listen to my advice.

( >

The excitement of the political campaign having died dor;n; we
( >

once again returned to our regular daily routines.
( >

The assignment was odd; because I'd never had to do such work before.( )



THE HYPHEX

The hyphen is a mark of separation used only between parts of words. It is
not the same as the dash. Here is how the hyphen is gained and lost as our language
develops: first, when two words are associated, they are written separately: 'class room;
secondly, as they grow to be more of a unit in common usage, they are hyphenated:
class-room; finally, they are written as one word: classroom. Rules are not adequate
to regulate this change, and your dictionary is the best authority 'when you are in
doubt. The modern dictionary now uses an elevated dot between syllables, reserving
the hyphen for compound words: syl*lab*i*ca*tion; mi.ued-up.

>USE A HYPHEN TO SEPARATE THE PARTS OF COMPOUND WORDS.
examples: son-in-law; go-between; ex-president; self-indictment.

>A COMPOUND ADJECTIVE BEFORE A NOUN IS HYPHENATED.IF IT FOLLOWS, IT IS NOT: -
A well-dressed gentleman entered the room. . . -
The gentleman was well dressed.

-1y modifiers to the .wdrds'they'modify:Note:Do not use a hyphen to connect
A slowly moving truck.fied.up  traffic. . . : ..'... ...I - '-Y- m-. . . '. . . . ..-..

/ >COMpOUND NUMBERS FROM TWENTY-ONE TO NINETY-NINE AND FRACTIONS ARE HYPHENATED:
There are twenty-two.sophomores in my class.

I
'.L,.

He played two-thirds of the game. . . '_.
.

>AVOID CARELESS SYLLABICATION. If a long word must be divided, place the hyphen
at the syllable break indicated by your dictionary.Never divide a word of
one syllable. Avoid dividing proper names. Avoid two or more hyphens per word.
Words containing double consonants easily divide between them:em-bar'rass;

.
: .

. :..
HYPHEN TRIAL

Write R if right; W, if wrong. ,

1. I love my motherinlaw.
2. A slowly-revolving clock sits atop the CITCO sign. .. '.' l.( )

3.
4.

Long-playing records 'came into general production in 1948. 2-c >
Thirtysix members form the community orchestra.

3,( )

5. This so-called cough syrup is four-fifths alcohol. 5 !
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
1.5.
16.

He works a forty-hour week. -'*\ /
We were all impressed by her well-considered presentation.
Zola's first readers were scandalized by his slice of life
He was foolish enough to pay eighty five dollars for his sneakers.g*( )
The woman was well known for her oratory.
Would you like to hear another of my half-baked ideas? 1o.c >

11. ( >An ever rising tide of opposition was evidenced by sacks of protest letters.(  )
One quarter of the class signed up for the debate on U.S. aid to Latin
America.
My father is a jack of all trades; 13.( >

I can't say he has yet mastered any.( >
The semester had hardly-started when I came down with mono. 15. ( )
My diet is healthy and I get plenty of exercise; I really don't think it's fO-
lly to be concerned with one's health. 16. ( >
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THE DASR

d The typed dash-consists of two unspaced hyphens. It is the most dramatic and
versatile of punctuation marks, though it loses these qualities if overused or
carelessly substituted for the comma, colon, or period.

>USE DASHES TO SET OFF APPOSITIVES (noun that restatesa noun preceeding  it) THAT
CONTAINS COMMAS. Be sure to use the dash on both sides of the phrase.
-*Inmyharetownthe  basicneedsof  people-focd,dothing,and  shelter-arelesscostlythaninLos.Pngel~.
%qualitiesMonet@nted4ght,  richshadows,deepcolo rsdere abundant around the rivers and
gardensheusedas subjects.

> USE THE DASH TO INTRODUCE A SUMMARIZING CLAUSE.Usually a series preceeds suchclauses.
*or, integrity, valor-theseare themarks  of a trueb being.
*~ety,eucit~t,parties,sForts,hardMTk---3UtheseareaFartofyourfr~y~.

mN EiiHASIS.IS DESIRED, USE A DASH TO INTRODUCE A WORD, PHRASE, OR CLAUSE.
*He gave me my award-a hundred dollar bill.

>NOTE THAT THE DASHfTHE COLON: Both are &arks of-introduction...The-colon;:howbver;::::
conveys a sense of formality and control, explicitly forcasting what is to follow; the
dash is considerably more informal.
)(sheclc6ed~eyesandreclinedinherchair~ acasamlobservermightmistakefor  sleepor boredan.
"canprter~~nnrstlevn~~basicterms:bits,bytes,andc~~.
>USE THE DASH TO SHOW A SUDDEN SgFT, BREAK, OR TURN IN THOUGHT OR STRUCTURE.
*I thought-but do you care to hear?
*Should we-dare we-do this very thing?
>USE THB DASH TO SBT OF?? A PARENTHETI CAL STATEMBNT. (For this purpose, the comma is
weaker and the aprenthis is*stronger than the dash;)

3'
*My suggestion- please .pardon me-is that you leave at once.

-DASHTRI.AL--
Write R for right, W for wrong.
1. The Senator stood ready-for a price, to remedy any grievances. ( 1.
2, I'll give-let's see-a dollar for that cause. ( >
3. English, math, and Latin, these caused his downfall. 3*( >
4. My aunt-a woman of great charm, intelligence, 4.( 1and patience-hasalways been dear to r
5. That students use computers as instructional tools-for information retrieval-makes

good sense. Herding them-sheeplike-into computer technology does not. ( )
6.0ur next job is; to build a garage. ( >
7. She has one need greater than another-attention. ( >
8. We will go; I promise you; without delay. 8.C > 9.C >
9. A wheel of cheese, a few gallons of cheap red wine, and thou-what more could I want?
10.1 have my doubts that the election-test of American will, nerve, and heart, will

decisively settle the issue. ( >
ll.Because he didn't pay attention to her

2.-- she finally lost her temper.
--he couldn't get his eyes off the football--

( >
12.Depression, phobia, hallucinations,these disorder%ften  require quick trestsent.(  )

-%-
13.0nly two things are of any use when you're really down and out-friends and money.( )

J
14.You know my son-grinning, awkward, and always hungry. ( >
1j.Narcissus looked into a lake--so the story goes --and fell in love wit:1 his

own hairy reflection. ( >

--
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THE COIQG--Senaratine

Close punctuation ( using many commas and other marks) tends to be the usual practice
in formal writing, but in informal writing, onen punctuation (fewer commas and other
marks) tends to prevail. An error may arise when the comma is used as a mark of sep-
aration instead of the semicolon or the period. This error is known as the comma splice.
The comma splice usually results from using a comma between two independent clauses
not joined by a coordinating conjunction such as and, but, 05 nor. _- - _
>AVOID THE COMMA SPLICE:

Use the period, semicolon, or coordinating conjunctions(and, &, or, nor, etc.)
to correct he splice. Wrong: I can't go, I have to work.

Right: I can't go. I have to work.
Wrong: I anxiously awaited the plane, it was very-late.
Right: I anxiously awaited the plane; it was very late.
COtiS TO SET OFF TRANSITIONS, CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS (however, nonetheless,thus, etc.
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION.
*As a matter of facLAmerican football was invented by a wimp rugby player.
*I don't care to participate; nonetheleskI'11 do it if no one else will.

>USE
AND

. . ..-- me fish I caught-must have weighed a hundred pounduive or take an.ounce or two- - - - - - - - _ _ _

s

: >USE COMMAS BETWEEN COORDINATE ADJECTIVES THAT COME BEFORE A NOUN,c
Coordinate adjectives stand in equal relation to the noun they modify.

She is an old, faithful servant.
Look at his clear, twinkling eyes.

You can identify such adjectives by inserting "and" in place of the comma'(clear
and twinkling eyes). If this substitution is not awkward, you know the comma is
correctly placed. Small, living room, for example, is an obvious mistake.

-T>USE A COMMA AFTER A LONG INTRODUCTOR? PHRASE OR DEPENDENT CLAUSE-
Short phrase: Right: On Tuesday he came home. '
Long phrase: Right: By working long hours aft&r school, sheuiadetuition money.

>USE A COMMA TO,SEPARATE LONG INDEPENDENT CLAUSES JOINED BY THE USUAL CONJUNCTIONS.
Wrong: I came yesterday morning for my father asked me to see him.

-

Right: I came yesterday morning;: for my fsther asked me to see him.
Right: I came early in the week, but I did not stay.

>USE A COMMA TO PREVENT A'MISREADING,
Wrong: Inside the cat was sleeping peacefully.

> USE A COMMA TO SEPARATE WORDS, PHRASES, OR CLAUSES IN A SERIES. . .
The problem is this: Shall:-we say a,b and c; or a,b, and c? For the sake of clarity
and stlye, use the comma before and:

Confusing: She ate honey, bzd and miIk.(two foods or three?).
_ __,_ __ ..Slear : She -at_e honey, bread p and elk -._ _ ___ -_ _.

SEPARATING COMMA-TRIAL
1. After a long and tiring introduction he spoke on the issue. ( >
2. Alongthe~~earrangedglasscubiclesand  pmrtitionsrand~themiddleof  thercxm ()
3. OnWednesdayhewenttoseehis%lalyst. ( >
4. Ihe bell rang, shewentto thedoor. ( >

Z:
7.
8.
0
ii
11.
12.
13.
14,
L5.

C&ryfor&ampleccntains~rescdiunthanurst  peoplewculdim@ne.  ( >
Myboss,inarl urmsudly gccdmood, gaveme the day off. ( )
?he~,unusuallydelicious,cake~tedinmy~th.()
IfyoucockJackywilldothedishes.()
We enjoy reading poetry, cra&ng stupid jokes and pottery collecting. ( )
Afifzr .shcoting  my ieadher looked for his rabbit. ( )
Ilookedfranticallyformybro~in~airport,finallyIf~~~( )
henevw theeaiher threatens to mm, I stay bane. ( )
Evenafterstaying~pallnighttDst3dyIfailedthebig@cam.(  )
~a~offact,tco~scurdycan~~harmone'spe~o~eonemm.(  >
Se is a vq l&d w=; however she's been tier a lot of stress and is irritable lately. ( ).
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THE COMMA-Enclosing
We may use the comma, dash, and parentheses to indicate enclosing: the comma indicates
the least pause; the parentheses the most formal and the greatest; and the dash,
informal in its effect, lies between the two.

>USE THE COMMA TO ENCLOSE NONRESTRICTIVE PHRASES AND CLAUSES.
To test whether a phrase or clause is nonrestricive,  try leaving it out of the
sentence. If the meaning of the sent-e is ctanged,  the an&ted phrase or clause is restrictive
and necessary for the meaning. Restricive clauses are not enclosed by commas.

Nonrestrictive: This runner, breathing easily, won the race.
Restrictive: The runner who was breathing easily won the race.
Nonrestrictive:
Restrictive: The

Treasure Island, which tells of pirates, is interesting.
book which tells of pirates is interesting.

We oppose any attempts to increase taxes which would harm the recovery and reverse
<the trend to restoring control of the economy to individual Americans,

ZOMPARE:
We oppose any attempts to increase taxes,
(th

which would harm the recovery and reverse
e trend to restoring control of the economy to individual. Americans.

>WHICH and THAT: The relative pronoun which is usually reserved for nonrestrictive
clauses, the ones requiring commas.("My  brother's car, which I'd never before
ridden in, turned out to be a bomb,") That is used
the,ones requiring no commas. ("The caxat scared

only for restictive clauses.
-

>USE COMMAS TO ENCLOSE WORDS.:PHRASES. OR CLAUSES LOOSELY

me the most was my brother's")

The following are exa&les of various kinds:
Mild exclamation: She is, well, rather busy.
Yes and no: Yes, she is.my sister,

INSERTEDINTO  SENTENCES.

The appositive: Harry Lewis, Sarah's brother, is my roomate.
Omission of words understood: Mary writes fiction: John, poetry.
Dates: On Sunday, July 4, 1865, my great grandfather was born.
Absolute phrases: The test completed, we went home. Having arrived;1 slept.
Direct address: It is, Mrs. Robinson, a great pleasure to have met you.

>USE COMMAS TO SET OFF TRANSITIONS, CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS,  AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION.
As a matter of fact, 1'11 be sad to fi6ish the work:
Beckett, for example, seems a dour old man but is really quite funny.
The major benefit of flexitime to working parents, however, is the opportunity

to spend more time with their children.
His intention was kind; nonetheless, his manner was unconscionably blunt. -

COMMA TRIAL
l.The woman,

Write R for correct, W for wrong.
whom you recommended, proved to be especially competent. ( )

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Having exhausted all our supplies we proceeded ;o eat our shoes.
He is as you know, a poor loser.( )

( )

He killed the goose, that laid the golden egg.( )
Some feel that Shakespeare's tragedy King Lear is a greater play than Hamlet.(  )
I passed up the dessert, made with strawberries, in favor of the chocolate torte.( )
Mr. Mundy was born on August 10, 1856 in Arkansas.( >
I discovered Geezo, my pet alligator, in the toilet bowl this morning.( )
That blue shirt, that I never really liked, has a hole in it the size of yor fist-(--s.

-3
lO.If you take too many courses which are difficult, you'
ll.Evolution so far as we know doesn't work this way.( )
12.Having  bathed the lady returned to her hotel. ( )
13.0ne can never be sure whom one's friends are; nonethel
14.His father, who spoke very highly of you has invited y
lS.Although they would have liked to see your graduation,

11 have a very tough seaester.(

ess you've no 13(
ou to dinner.(

re son for parinc
5

they had to leave. ( >
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THE COLON

The colon is usually a mark of introduction, and is more formal than the dash or
the comma. It signals the reader to watch for what follows, illustrative or explan-
atory material that has been prepared for by words preceeding the colon.
USE THE COLON TO INTRODUCE.
Introduce 1ists:Heordered the following items: dental floss, toothpicks, a saw,

and a wheel chair.
Introduce a word, phrase, or clause where emphasis is desired: His aim in life is

simple: girls. This is what she wants: success.
Introduce a second statement which explains the first: We know why he did it: he's craz
Introduce a business letter: Dear Sir:/To Whom It May Concern:
Introduce a formal question: The question is: Will people vote for this issue?

Do NOT PLACE A COLON BETWEEN A PREPOSITION AND ITS OBJECT.OR  A VERB AND ITS OBJECT
OR?@@LEKENT.

Wrong: I am fond of: music, sports, and alcohol.
Right: I am fond of music, sports, and alcohol.
Wrong: He:likes:to watch: old movies, children's cartoons, ,and any sports show.
Wrong: She enjoys such activities as: swimming, dancing, and playing soccer.

[Use no mark after_as.] We do, though, use a colon after "as follows:"
Right: She enjoys such activities as swimming, dancing, and playing soccer.
Wrong: His main c0ncern.i.s:  wine, women, and song.
Right: His main concern is wine, women, and song.

DO NOT USE THE COLON A.FTER.INTRODUCTORY  WORDS SUCH AS namely, for instance, AND
for examnle UNLESS WHAT FOLLOWS IS A COMPLETE STATEMENT.

.-

COLON TRIAL

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.
-_ 16.

17.

There are many kinds, such as: flat, tall, round, and square.
He began his business letter thus: Dear Sir:
You need only two things to succeed: intelligence and perseverence. ( )
He went to: Paris, Vienna, Naples, Berlin, and Dublin.
Don't get me wrong: I'm not going to leave my future to- Fate. (.I

The doctor did several tests on me: I waited nervously. l-i
I hate: fingernails on blackboards, dentists' drills, and exams. ( )
The facts can lead us to only one conclusion: we're putting more cancer-
causing chemicals into our bodies and they're doing their work superbly.(  )
My three favorite %& are chocolate, chocolate, and more chocolate.( )
Shakespeare showed the qualities of a Renaissance man, such as humanism
and a deep interest in Greek and Roman literature.
There's only one thing will kill me: cigarettes. :;
Two lethal strains of influenza have hit the U.S.:Asian flu and swine
flu. ( >
I like music that: soothes my nerves, has a funky bassline, and doesn't
sound like Musak. ( >
The relationship between leisure and income is as follows: the quality
of play depends on the quantity of pay. ( >
The judge called me to the front of the court; I rose from my seat and
meekly approached the bench. ( >
Give me: plenty of men, decent equipment, and I'll build the best
damn subway system you've ever seen. ( >
Many factors influence the quality of a student's work; for example:
time spent studying, natural ability, and level of interest. ( >

---
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. CORRECTING VARIOUS SENTENCE PROBLEM: AN EXERCISE .
.

1. Change from passive to active voice and revise for conciseness:

Nora, on the other hand, was seen to-receive a great -deal more affection
from her parents.

2; ‘I
.1 :.. - : ‘: . . . .- ,- .

- P r u n e  the ,$eadwocd; &bordinate to ‘m&e oae c&p ,sent+&: . . ‘I.-. _ ._
;,: _:- -‘,. ., ‘.*._‘. ‘., ., .I . _

It is idtetegting to note that  t h e r e  is. ai *&reas&g number oi.studkts
appIying tq. 1~ school and there is a decreasing demand for Sawyers on
the job market. .  . 0. . .

3. ‘Revise for concreteness: .- :. -. . . : .- . : I

An important thing to remember is that a ,child ‘8 reactions to experiences
are relative .to his *age. Although a child’s problema may seem trivial,
they are importaat to him.

. ‘..-_
4. Invert for emphasis:

. . L.. ; . . ,. _ *- ,., . . ,...--s V.
The need for world government is’&‘o&ng increasingly imiotrant.

” *

5. Improve paralleism:

Confidence is built oaly through praise and encouragement, not by
telling the child what he is doing wrong all the time.

6. Correct the redundancy:

When I reflect back oa my childhood and my many summers playing baseball,
many vivid memories come to mind.

7. Correct the redundancy and prune the deadwood:

There are aeveral desirable benefits which result from a chfld’s
particfpation in team sports.

8. Revise to correct parallelism aad pretentious wordiness:

Through the usuage a,.F the brain the child will learn the functions of
remembering, being alert and concentration. These functions are the
primary requirements to success in echo01 and at work.

9. Deadwood :

Do I want my child to have an attitude of almost totaL greed and
self -centeredness?

10. Revise to avoid passive voice; imbed for conciseness:

Today parents ihefter their children; death is not discussed and killing
is not discouraged. Children are not thought to be ready to understand
the abstract thought of death and killing. Wrong.

-%-
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i. PrecrcatiJn

a>

b)

The p,oun a n d  veck o f  ever7 ser,Ct~~ce shou’id be as specLfic  and
active as  pcsSi5l.e. (TSe verj ts b e stiould be replaced by an
active verb wherever possible.)
?oor: one of the most l>portar;t reasons for suppcrting the

ucion is s table ezp loj=ent .
3ette.r :Kor!=erT;ho  want s tr’cle aflol,zvment sSculd izF,rl t,ie uni,s:;l.___ ,

Nouns and verbs should show two tSinps: + is doL-?g the action
and what the action is.
Poor:TSe availabilitv  cf tize is an izportant factor in the

project choice.
Better: In choosing a project, we should reaxber that we have

only t-ii0 weds.

c) The noun and verb should make sezse together.
Poor: .su-ast that more reading educationa--

Better:

Parental endeavors
is advisable.
Parents tSink that
reading in schools

more emphasis should be placed on
.

TT--. ?arall*l+sn: ";corBss parallel words,----a . phrases, clauses, senttcces,
and ideas in parallel for=.

a) Poor: People 220-l as though they aze insignificant and they
have, no face.

Better: PeopLe feel insignificant and fac.eless.

b) Poor: With the abolitioa of authority and when tSe individual
is isolated, liberty becones a universal fetish.

Better: With the abolition of authority and the isolation of
the individual, liberty becomes a universal fetish.

C) W h a t  w e  s a y  and t h e  tCli*cs  Ke do szmebw see= ctLt o f  j o i n t .- ---=
Better: What we say and what we do smehow seen out cf joint.

d) Poor: The danger of the past was that ten became S~ZV~S. In
the ftlt;lre here i s  dan;er b e c a u s e  “en rcey becme r~bocs.

Bat -ST-. Tha Anncar 0: t-A.0 m-et was that zen became slaves.w--wa. - - - -  -“‘c’ - - - - -  .“’
Tb- danoer of b '- 1 2.. &.,-aa -a L-r- -----w is tSacsen nay jecme rzbocs.

-*
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for which they are both qualified. The pay should be
the sane for the saejDbs. TSeze should be the sake
0000riunitFes f3i aPm'JVIIIO,Clt.Udi

Better: Iekn in favor of equi1 4conOcic *-loit- 7- '="'a z2r women: the
iFght to CmDets Wits Zen far jobs, t h e  right ta eqC21
pay for -e q u a l  work, a,rd rhe riht t.3 eccal 9DDOit’ZlFtLPS1 s
for employment.

TTT---. ZmhasFs

a) Gain emphasis by placing important words at the beginning or
end of a sentence, especially at the end.
?OOi: Total deaz'ness is worse than total blindness, however,

in many ways.
Beiter: Total deafness, however, is in many trays worse than

total blindness.

b) Gain emphasis by,azranging  ideas in order or' clisrax.
Poor: These 'reiliees fear death, poverty, and illness.

c

Better: These retirees fear poverty, illness, and death.

c) Gain emphasis by occassionally  inverting the regular word
order of a Sentence.
?oor:' Fields or' wild flowers were all around us.
Better: AL1 around US were fields of wild flowers.

d) Gain emphasis by csing 'balanced sentence cxstzLcEiJns (?aralleIis=).
?OOi  Z This book Lsolaied and zagzified ~,ie cgly fea:ures

of Texas, unlike the usual tales highlighting only t,Le
beauties or' tS:i~ state.

Better: The usual tales of Texas highlinht the jeauiies of this
State; this book istilates and &gnifics its ugly features.

IV. Subordination Use subordination to coazbine a related series of
ShOri 2 choppy sentences inc~ a longer, PSZP, fluid
sentence.

a> POOi: We botrght a sturdy old farmhouse. I always wanted a
3s tic counrry lie. TSe house was a rile gut of.t~wn.

Becztr: Because 1 always wanted a ruscic couatzy Size, we bou+t
a sturdy old r'a~~ou~e a ZFIO out or' toL=.
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._ ..- zsDandir;g S~,~~SZCQS Avoid ~.sFz~ S~ZZ~, v2g*.2e sentences in 5.e h3qes.
that chp, reader will und,,a-stand what you mean.
(The foL14zwLng  sentences E be used eqhatically,
clsually after tSe 2~11 ceaning has been esplained. >

4 PO .Ji : zis -cc; “,dPCc&*-- -. is .rndeFtns ible.
Better: The CocszesSn8n's atzitude tocard war is indefensible

because he. sees WSi as merely a poiltical.maneuver and
Fails to CDnsidei tk hucan stlffering involved.

b) Poi : The cain problen is Cie economy.
Bat. ST*,,:,--'The main problem the presidest. f2ees 2re rising uneqlo-went

and inflation rates.

VI. Revise sentences to avoid:

. .I

a) Nouniness (and the modifier noun proli?eration  increase phenomenon).
?oor: ?ezsonality analysis is the determination of function . .

dOFacts 2nd the utilization of their CUT~S.w-w :
Beiier: ?

b) pr2DOS ition piling ...
Poor: English teachers agree that personal oxnezship and use

of a good die tionary is a prime necessity Far O_VPiy.
student in obtaining the maximum results from the study
of English.

Better: Ezglish teachers agree that. siudenis should own and cse
a good dictionary.

C) US~~OSS eqletives. ~.

TOOi: ?3r 'tn3.S e of you who wish more heat, ~SP_ZP_ IS 2 ~P,ZCZZ

switch on the dsshboard. . .
Bet:==: of you wani more he2t, t-zn rhe Seater swltcn on rse

. * ' 4-e.S2S,‘1Dvc;Q.

d) Passive voice.
?oor: The moon w2s howled at by my wolf.
Better:  Zy w=rlf howled at the moon.


