Joan M. Maling Sentence Stress in Old English*

1. Most metrical theories of Germanic alliterative verse hold that the line is com-
posed of two half-lines containing a specified number of “primary stresses™, of which
certain ones alliterate. Alliteration is seen to be based at least in part on linguistic, as
opposed to purely metrical, stress; in fact, alliterative verse is our only source of in-
formation about word stress in the old Germanic languages. The purpose of this
paper is to examine the problem of sentence stress in Old English through a study of
the alliteration in Beowulf, and to propose a framework within which the observed
phenomena may be explained. My concern will not be any one metrical theory, but
rather the problems arising within any such theory, for as Keyser (1968, 337, fn. 5)
has observed, . .. it is necessary to assume with every theory postulated to date that
stress subordination operates in Old English.” However speculative conclusions
about stress subordination must be when based on the patterns of alliteration alone,
those patterns are too consistent to be ignored by any metrical theory of alliterative
verse. The alliterative patterns seem to be predictable from the syntax, rather than
merely from the fact of alliteration itself. The relation between syntactic construction
and alliterative pattern can best be expressed by assuming a cyclical rule of stress
assignment ordered after all of the syntactic transformations on each transformational
cycle, with the single exception of the verb-movement transformation(s). The ordering
hypothesis concerning stress assignment presented in Bresnan (to appear) cannot be
maintained in its strongest form.
The metrical theory which will be assumed here is that proposed by Halle and
Keyser (1971). It consists of abstract rules specifying the meter together with a set
. of correspondence rules which relate abstract metrical patterns to realizations of those
- patterns, and which furthermore distinguish metrical lines from unmetrical lines.
. This paper, therefore, is concerned with the correspondence rules. The rules contained
in their theory are reproduced here:

(1) a. Abstract Metrical Pattern Rules
(1) A verse is composed of a first and a second half-line.
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(ii) The first half-line is composed of either XX or X. mod IN OLD ENGLISH
i) The second half-line is com osed of either XW or X. odern stress rules, but :
(1) P Old English, rcgul;ritiesa‘l,\s,g.linores the often observed regularities of alli .
ich suggest that sentential stress may > O é.ltlillteratlon in
provide an added

b. Correspondence Rules di 3
mension . .
and further rationality to the requirements of
ol meter,

(i) Each X corresponds to 2 single S [pri
half-line may correspond to an § and a W in either order.
(ii) Syllables in S positions alliterate; syllables in W positions do not
alliterate.

c. Conditions
(i) No half-line is shorter than 2 syllables.
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all transformations affecting word order internal to the NP and S, with the exception
of verb-movement transformation(s). Because of the metrical requirements, and be-
cause the parts of the sentence, e.g. subject and predicate, may be separated by
several, parenthetical lines of poetry, we must consider the relative degrees of stress
as defined over the string of words contained in the half-line, rather than stress as
defined over the sentence as a whole. This is justified since the phrase(s) contained in
the half-line are parts of sentences, and since the same internal stress relations should
hold whether the phrase is in isolation or actually part of a sentence. Once the relative
degrees of stress have been determined, it is the word(s) bearing the highest degree(s)
of stress which may alliterate. Presumably it is the option of the poet to alliterate
either the most or the two most highly stressed words in the first half-line ; by my count,
the poet chooses to alliterate two words rather than just one approximately 70%, of
the time.?

The following discussion owes much to Max Rieger (1876), whose study of the
alliterative patterns of Beowulf and other Germanic verse I have made use of freely.
3. The most frequent as well as the most consistent alliterative patterns in Beowulf are
those of the noun phrase. The following examples show that it is the cOMPOUND RULE
which applies to the NP, and furthermore that it must apply after any transformation

1
affecting word order internal to the NP,? just as in Modern English: my father’s house

1 1 1
but the house of my father, political body but body politic. In the examples from Beowulf

than its nominal complements (similarly for the prepositional phrase, where the preposition is less stressed than
its nominal object, whether it precedes or follows). Heusler’s stress hierarchy of categories better captures the
thread of these developments, in that in some sense it seems to be true of Germanic languages that the verb is
definitely subordinated, regardless of its position within the S, whereas the relative stress of adjective and noun
with the NP is more arbitrary, i.e. language-specific.
2 In obtaining this figure, I did not count lines containing only one major formative, e.g. I did not count
cither endeszta ‘guard’ Beo. 241a or mid scipherge ‘with naval forces’ Beo. 243a. Where there was a question whether
a given string was a compound or a noun phrase, I followed Klaeber’s (1922) division into words.

In the Appendix which follows this article the readers will find a detailed (though not exhaustive) listing
of the syntactic types discussed here and below and the alliterative patterns which they illustrate.

3 Where two adjectives modify the same noun, the preferred order in prose and poetry is Adj; + N 4 Adjs,
but whatever the order, both adjectives usually coalliterate, as in heard swyrd hilted ‘hard, hilted sword’ (Beo.

. 2987). The only example cited by Rieger where both adjectives precede the noun comes from the Heliand:

helag himilisk barn (Hel. 440). One would like to treat this case in the same way as any other conjoined nodes. A
first guess is that perhaps members of conjuncts are assigned equal stress, but this does not seem to be true of
conjoined nouns. If two nouns are joined by and, or, nor, as well as, etc., then the first noun necessarily alliterates,
while the second noun only optionally alliterates, For example: siddan ic hond and rond ‘since I hand and round
(could heave)’ (Beo. 656); deges ond nihtes ‘by day and night’ (Beo. 2269). This suggests that conjoined nouns
be treated like any other NP, and that phrases with conjoined adjectives be derived as follows:

[[A + AIN]
1 11 Word-level phonology
1 2 COMPOUND RULE

*p

3 2 COMPOUND RULE
t this results in the wrong stress contour. To get the correct alliteration we need a 123 or a 112 stress contour,
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given below, the alliterating letter(s) are in heavy type; the word order of the transla-
tions follows that of the original as closely as possible.

(4) a. sunu Beédnstanes (Beo. 524a)
‘son of Beanstan’
b. Wedra pedden
‘of Weders prince’
¢. heal®rna m&st
‘of hallbuildings greatest’
d. pedden Hrodgar
‘King Hrothgar’
e. pedden m&rne
‘king glorious’
f. mZrum peddne
‘glorious king’
g. sipes werig
‘of journey weary’
numbers are treated like adjectives (Rieger 1876, 20).
If the half-line contains three nouns, at most two are allowed to alliterate. Here
it is the internal structure of the NP which determines the alliteration in a manner
consistent with cyclical application of the stress rule; it is always the more highly
stressed word(s) which may alliterate. The meter allows the poet to alliterate either

one or two words in the first half-line; b
words approximately 73% of the time in t
arise are illustrated below.

(5) [[Ad) Nlne N]xe

(Beo. 30372)
(Beo. 78a)
(Beo. 417a)
(Beo. 3532)
(Beo. 3453)

(Beo. 579a)

Without exception, cardinal

y my count, the poet chooses to alliterate two
he case of the NP, The cases which typically

Word-level phonology

1 1 I
1 2 COMPOUND RULE
1 3 2 COMPOUND RULE
ex.: [[twelf wintra] tid] (Beo. 147a)
‘twelve winters’ time’
[[fif nihta] fyrst] (Beo. 5452)

‘five nights’ time’

Quite arbitrarily, 1 ghall assume that the conjoined adjectives may be treated like a single adjective, both receiv-

ing the same degree of stress.
[[A + AIN]
1 11
1 1 2
Then a postcyclic rule of CONJUNCT-SPLITTING Will apply to postpose the second adjective (after stress assignment).
This is not an elegant solution, to be sure, but whatever solution is adopted, CONJUNCT-SPLITTING must be a

posteyclic rule. Note the similar behavior of conjoined objects discussed in footnote 6.
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E
E (6) [N [N Adj]AP]NP
£ I I
‘ : ; Word-level phonology
% COMPOUND RULE
: 1 2
3 COMPOUND RULE

ex.: [maga [mane fih]]
‘man of crime guilty’
[sweord [swite fah]]
‘sword with blood stained’
also: 1038a, 1332a, 1364a, 1369a, etc.

(Beo. 978a)

(Beo. 1286a)

Where there se i i
puere there s¢ E:::attc; be- no motivated internal structure,* we would expect only the
o o afliter wo,r g;\;el;lita stress cqntour of 122, What usually happens, how};ver
o two wor erate, whlch.suggests that we posit a (probably metri ,
ng the first two words in such a noun phrase, or perha;s t(}elm:ial)t
, e firs

two or more equal stres: i
. Mo ses, to alliterate., This migh ]
kind, shifting a stress contour 122 to 112 gt be & reacjustment rule of some

(7) a. [Adj N Genitive]yp
ex.: swiltol sang scopes
‘clear song of the scope’
l:lp)eorht béacen Godes
‘bright beacon ’
b. [Adj Gen N]yp of God
ex.: wlanc Wedera léod
‘proud man of Weders’
atol yda geswing
‘terrible swirl of waves’
fager foldan bearm
‘fair bosom of earth’
¢. [Gen Adj N]yp
ex.: Eofores anne dom
‘doom of Eofor alone’

(Beo. goa)

(Beo. 570a)

(Beo. 341a)
(Beo. 848a)

(Beo. 1137a)

(Beo. 2964a)

- Note that in (7c), dnnei i
, s not in the genitive i
o that In g case, and thus (7c¢) is of a diff
e 1( 2)(5) .eIg:‘li (1 }i76:1§ 1) found no examples of a 125 contour for a sfzzzfj:zuc;u}:e
; ght add, however, that there are only a couple of lines of ty:e t(5()3

* For sequences such i
. 0 as those given in (7) bel

a .bracketmg cannot handle the paral{Zl) cas: iy

eting. If anything, 7
assignment of stress,
stress assignment.

eyser (1968, 339) suggests a struct j
; ure [Adj + [N
it should e [[Gen] A Nlye 22 TAG) [Gon] Ko miactie motivation b
t seel e rvant inter
ms more natural to assume that there is no reli;vant inter::lnsl::uz(l);:}:da? ?}tl af e
e time
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with double alliteration. The clearest example cited by Rieger is [[1eofes mannes] lic]
¢dear man’s body’ (Beo. 2080a) ; however, in Klaeber (1922), lic appears in the second

half-line, not the first.

3.1. We now turn t0 stress assignment at the Jevel of the VP and S. If the subject of
the sentence is pronominal or implicit in the verb, the application of the COMPOUND
ruLE on the S-cycle will be vacuous, since after it has applied to the VP, there is but

a single 1 stress. The COMPOUND RULE must cycle on the VP in order to subordinate
the stress of the verb with respect to its nominal objects and/or complements.® Pro-
nominal elements are assumed to have an unspecified degree of stress, 7.

(Beo. 3124b)

(8) [sum [on handa bar]yels
I Word-level phonology

n I
I 2 COMPOUND RULE
——
n 1 2

[
‘one carried in his hand’

5 Note that if we allow the COMPOUND RULE to cycle on the node V for compound tenses as well as com-
pound lexical items, then it will be unnecessary to prohibit Auxiliaries and the copula be from ever having
1 stress, If the COMPOUND RULE is allowed to apply to the base sequence [V + Auxly, the Aux will automatically
be weakly stressed, whatever its final position in the sentence, The same holds true of the modals, which also tend

to be unstressed:
[bidan woldely (Beo. 14942)
1 1
1 2
‘he would await’
[gé [nd [gangan motan]vlvels (Beo. 3952)
n n 1 1
1 2
S
R
Syntax

nii g€ motan gangan
nn 2 1
‘now ye may g0’
where have is a main verb and not an &
[pro [[pet hyt haxfde]s cwzBlvels
1

uxiliary, it does alliterate:

1In the following sentence,
(Beo. 2158a)
1
1 2
o cwzd pxt hyt hefde Syntax
2 1

‘he said that he had it’

by its complements:
for the auxiliary uses
ion. (See, however, the apparent exceptions ¢l

The same is true of be when not accompanied
(Beo. 3180a). These two examples suggest that
application of the stress rules, and not by convent

below.)

cwadon pat he were ‘they said that he was’
of be and have, stress should be lowered by
ited in footnote 6

|
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(9) [ic [1yt hafo]ye]s (Beo. 2150b)

n 1 1
L o Word-level phonology
COMPOUND RULE
n 1 2

‘T have little’

(10) [+ Pro [[seofon niht]yp swuncon]ypls (Beo. 517a)

n I I
I ! I Word-level phonology
COMPOUND RULE
I
3 2 COMPOUND RULE
o
‘ Syntax

‘toiled seven nights’

In the same man v
ner a 132 stress contour is derived for lines 2313a, 711b, gggb
2 2 b

2610b, 266gb. In the second half-li
> . If-1
vowel to alliterate. alf-lines, of course, the meter allows only the 1 stressed

(11) [ic [Gode panc secgelypls (Beo. 1997b)

n
: I I Word-level phonology
2 2 COMPOUND RULE
Gode ic panc secge Syntax

1 n 2 2

‘to God I thanks say’
hen the subject is nominal, the stress rules work in the same way

(12) [draca [mor8re swealt]yply (Beo. 892b)

I X A
I Word-level phonology
I 2 COMPOUND RULE
X
2 3 COMPOUND RULE

‘the dragon died of murder’

i 3.2. Although the verb

| usually occurs last in th i

e estion in the verb phrase, it may be

e a}_)ins on Ol;:l ditllllztsznten.ce, mosf often to S-initial position. 'I"he ﬁni);e vef‘tl;etp Os'ed ltlo
| pomains subor itSCObFo :ts I;i)n'ﬁnal objects, just as in modern German theyxr:tl:(;; .
. jects whether it follows i i o
) o precedes them (caheraise). them (as in the introduced subordinate

L
I
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(13) [ic [elpéodige ne seah]ypls
n I I
1 2

ne seah ic elpgodige

2 1
-
M 3
‘I saw not foreign ones

1
(14) i ore °
1 2

e

g Da com of more
2 I

“Then he came from the m

Analogously one would expect:

(15) [+Pro [[blodig wel]xe by
1 1
1 2

I 3

—_—

o byred blodig wel

2 I 3

3
‘(he will) bear off the bloody corpse

In the same way, 213 contours arc derived for

(16) a.

‘sleeps in death sorely
c. [bzdde [byre geonge]

‘she emboldened young boys’

8 1 counted 150 half-lines

the verb alliterates with the first noun in 28 (lsmes;s (B
nouns alliterate: 102a, 2642, 518a, 611a, 7502, s

24412, 24723-
# ,Only six seem to me to be re

bear less than 2 stress in a sentencti;.For exampConjunct ®
other cases, the object was 2
Lo e aa e and feast (Beo. 24312). 1 ﬁlnd the sam

3 2 s
bought cotton and velvet’.

symbel *he gave me treasure an

2 3 1 e
‘1 bought cotton velveteen’ with ‘1
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[+ Pro [Pa of mdre cdm]vels

[bar [on bearm scipes]eplve 20,
‘he bore into the bosom of the ship

b. [swefed [sare wund]ap]ve

of the form V [N Nxe. Of the forty-four such 1

al exceptions. In seven cases, the verb was ai

(Beo. 336b) |
Word-level phonology %
COMPOUND RULE

Syntax

(Beo. 7102)
Word-level phonology
COMPOUND RULE

Syntax

oor’

red]yels (Beo. 448a)
I Word-level phonology

COMPOUND RULE
2 COMPOUND RULE

Syntax

the following:®
(Beo. 896a)

(Beo. 2746a)

wounded’
(Beo. 2018a)

NP] VP

ines where two words alli}tleratc,
ining lines, the two

ndix, Sec. 3.2). In the 16 remaining )
(Bee ;‘;ﬁf 1167a, 12102, 1228a, 17872, 21052, 22553, 24313,

n auxiliary, which would always

z i d Grendel)’ (Beo.
: ; st “the grim ghost was (calle el)’

et grtl}'::';mt}%:n an Adj + N sequence:e.g. gea:f mé sinc ond
e distinction in modern English: compare
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3.2.1. There are a few exceptional cases which have always troubled prosodists; namely,
those half-lines where the finite verb alone alliterates, taking precedence over a noun
or adjective in the same half-line. The verb never carries the alliteration alone if it
follows all other formatives in the half-line, just as we would expect; the exceptional
cases are limited to some thirty lines where the verb precedes its subject or object.
If the compouNDp RULE is ordered after all syntactic transformations, as assumed
above, then different contours will be derived for these two kinds of exceptions. We
have already seen that a 21 contour is derived for a verb + object sequence; for a

verb + subject sequence, a 12 contour would be derived as follows (provided, of
course, that the verb has no nominal object) :

(17) [N [V]vels
I I Word-level phonology
V N Syntax
I 1
COMPOUND RULE

Whether this derivation is correct, and hence an improvement over other theories of
stress subordination, depends on the general alliterative pattern of the sequence

Vv
—Aux

verb and its subject alliterate; in 41 cases, it is the subject alone which alliterates; in
10 cases, the finite verb alone alliterates. Thus it is clear that these 10 lines are in
fact exceptional, and that the derivation in (17%) is incorrect. We must conclude that
there is one transformation which must apply after the coMPOUND RULE, namely that
transformation which moves the verb to sentence-initial position,” Those lines in
which an initial finite verb alliterates alone remain exceptions.

Assuming that verb-movement transformation(s) apply after the compounp
RULE, we can correctly derive the following kinds of sentences:

] + Subject. By my count, there are 83 such half-lines. In 32 cases, both the

(18) [Wealhpéow [ford €ode]ypls (Beo. 612b)
I Word-level phonology
12 COMPOUND RULE
1 2 3 COMPOUND RULE
Eode Wealhpéow ford VERB-MOVEMENT

‘Wealhtheow went forth’

7 This rule ordering could be achieved in two ways. Under the hypothesis that stress assignment is the last
rule to apply on any given cycle, one is forced to conclude that vERB-MOVEMENT is postcyclic. Alternatively,
we can give up this hypothesis, in which case, both sTREss AssIGNMENT and VERB-MOVEMENT could be cyclic rules,
but with the coMpounn RULE ordered before vERB-MOVEMENT on the S-cycle. However, it would then be mere
coincidence that the coMpoUND RULE is ordered last on the NP-cycle.
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(19) [ellen [ferh wrzc]vels
I I I
I 2

ferh ellen wrac
I 1 2
1 2 3

: b
‘strength drove out life
(20) [weras [win druncon]yels
I I I
I 2
S
win weras druncon
1 1 2
12 3

[ —

druncon win weras
3 1 2

‘men drank wine’

Sentences with copula + predicate are derive

(21) [§pa [hro wZron]lyels
I I I
I 2
S
Hréo ypa w&ron
11 2
1 2 3
S
Hréo w&ron ypa
I 3 2 ,
‘rough were the waves

4. Tosummarize, let us consider all possib

JOAN M. MALING

(Beo. 2706b)
Word-level phonology
COMPOUND RULE
Syntax
COMPOUND RULE
(Beo. 12332)
Word-level phonology
COMPOUND RULE
Syntax

COMPOUND RULE

VERB-MOVEMENT

(Beo. 548b)
Word-level phonology
COMPOUND RULE
Syntax

COMPOUND RULE

VERB-MOVEMENT

what stress contours will be derived by applying the COMPOUND

all transformations on €ac

bje:

bserves that the sentence type subj

" Fourquet (o o - “Beowulf was famous’ (Beo. 18a).
tour such as derived above should requ
where the meter prefers that the more

alliteration, e.g. Béowulf wes br
therefore be 231, since a 132 conto
Furthermore, in the second half-line,

all such sentences begin with the predicate adjective. I don’t

Sec. 3.5

h cycle except verb-movement rules.

d in the same way.®

le orders of the major formatives and review
ruLE cyclically, after
It is assumed that all

ct + copula + pred. adj. requires double
He concludes that the stress contour must
ire only that the initial word alliterate,
heavily stressed word come ﬁr§t,
know how to handle this observation. See Appendix,
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formatives are [ —pronominal] and that the half-line may contain any number of
minor formatives, since these do not affect sentence stress.

(22) base orders derived orders
a. [S[OV]]ls b. [S[VO]ls ¢ [VSO]g d. [VOS]g
I 11 I 21 2 11 2 1 1
12 1 32 3 12 31 2
1 23
e. [OVS]g f. [OSV]g
I 21 I 12
1 32 1 23
g [S[Vls h. [V S]s
11
I 1 21
i [[OVl]wels j. [V Olvels
I 1
1 2 2 1

The rule for alliteration may be stated as follows: in any half-line, a word bearing
1 stress must alliterate; in initial half-lines, a word bearing 2 stress may also alliterate,
and will do so approximately 709, of the time. Words.bearing less than 2 stress never
alliterate.

There are g exceptions to (22h), and fifteen or twenty exceptions to (22j). Most
of the lines of Beowulf present no problem within this framework. In short, the analysis
proposed here shows that the study of alliteration need not be limited to phonology,
for alliteration is in no way merely a random metrical phenomenon.

Appendix

1. Noun phrase. I counted 2169 half-lines containing simple noun phrases: 759 second
half-lines and 375 first half-lines with only the initial noun or adjective alliterating,
and 1035 first half-lines where both words alliterate. There were no exceptions to
this pattern. Examples are so numerous that I will not list any here.

There are 34 half-lines containing three nouns or adjectives: goa, 147a, 330a,
341a, 4003, 5452, 570a, 848a, go8b, 978a, g85a, 1038a, 1137a, 1168a, 1286a, 1332a,
1364a, 1369a, 1420a, 1594a, 1627a, 1870b, 1906a, 1932a, 2025b, 2138a, 2178a,
2513a, 25272, 2687a, 27744, 29642, 2987a. In all the first half-lines except 985a stidra
negla gehwylc ‘each of strong nails’, two words coalliterate according to alliterative
patterns which are amply discussed and illustrated in Sec. 3.0 of this paper.
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2. Verb phrase and sentence containing two major constituer.lts. _
2.1. Subject + Verb, There are 16 half-lines with double alliteration:

brimclifu blican

‘sea-cliffs shine’

;23;212 heapordf hebbe ‘brave-in-battle one has’ ,
4192 selfe ofersawon ‘they themsel\{es wa,tched
4492 eted angenga ‘alone-goer w1}l efxt
7112 Grendel gongan ‘Grendell walking ,
767a Dryhtsele dynede ‘Splendid hall resour,lded
1121a bengeato burston ‘wound—gashes,burst
1376a roderas réotad ‘heav;ns weep -

¥ n galan ‘war-horn soun
igii %}uéz}tl; rgoﬁgan ‘[warlike ones] of the ’Gcats going’
18142 wigend w&ron ‘warriors were [ea,ger]
19412 idese t5 efnanne ‘[for] a lady to do,
20312 bongar biiged ‘deadly spear rests’ ,
25492 déop gedygan ‘hollow ‘pass’age survive
2758a gold glitinian ‘gold glitter ,
2886a lufen alicgean ‘comfort cease

In addition, there are 296 half-lines where only the subject noun
348, 360, 371, 405, 456, 499, 529;
1356, 1383, 1473, 1608, 1651, 1687, 1817,
2724, 2862, 3048, 3071, 3076, 3133.
pe with double allitera-

40 are first half-lines: 26a, 286a,
925, 957, 1215, 1236, 1250, 1320

1970, 1999, 2312,
2.2. Verb + subject.

tion:

2369, 2425, 2510, 2629, '
I counted g2 first half-lines of this ty

‘the strong one suffered’

1312 polode drydswyd ‘ ! :
g11a lixte se 1éoma the light gleamed ,
g25a Setton s@mépe ‘sea-weary ones set

8a &ode ellenrdf ,
??),ggz Aras pa se rica ‘Then the powerful one arose
4112 secgad sZlidend ‘seafarers say’

688a

7032
712a

7232

and also 762, 818, 839, 1114, 1125, 1161, 1164, 1506, 1518, 1570,
1799,1807,1909,2329,2545,2593,262?,275633142-
If only one word in this sequence 15 to alliterate,

Hylde hine pa heapodéor
scridan sceadugenga
mynte se manscada
onbrzd pa bealohydig

‘brave one went’

‘shadow-goer stalking’
‘the evil-doer intended’

alliterates, of which
631, 662, 730, 822,

“Then battle-brave one bent himself’

‘the hostile one swung open’
1616, 1667, 1749,

then it is usually the subject.
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In the list below I omit the numerous examples where the verb is either an auxiliary
or a modal.

455b

G&d i wyrd swa hio scel!

‘Fate goes ever as it must !’

459b  Gesloh pin feder

536b w&ron bégen pa git

675a Gesprec pa sc goda
1168b Sprac 83 ides Scyldinga
13972 Ahléop 33 se gomela
14742 Gepenc ni, sc m&ra
1709b Ne weard Heremdd swi
1804a wa&ron &pelingas
1963a Gewit him 03 se hearda
2569a Gewit 62 byrnende
2949a Gewit him 84 se goda
2977a Lét se hearda
gosla ponne was pxt yrfe

‘Thy father achieved’

‘both were then yet’

‘Then the good one spoke’
‘Then lady of Scyldings spoke’
‘Then the old one leapt up’
‘Remember now, glorious [son]’
‘Heremod became not so’
‘Athelings were [eager]’

‘Then the brave one departed’
“Then the burning one departed’
“Then the good one departed’
‘the brave one let’

‘then was the heritage [powerful]’

In addition, there are ten exceptional half-lines where only the verb and not the
subject alliterates. Compare line 758a below with line 675a above.

gob Sazgde sE pe ciipe
758a  Gemunde pa se goda
1137b fundode wrecca
1265b panon wdoc fela
1327b ponne hniton fépan
1441b Gyrede hine Beowulf
16ggb swigedon ealle
1872b hruron him t€aras
2544b ponne hnitan fédan
2980b 83 gebéah cyning
2

‘he spoke who knew how’
‘Then the good one recalled’
‘adventurer was eager to go’
‘Thence many sprang’

‘when troops clashed together’
‘Beowulf geared himself’

‘All became silent’

‘tears fell from him’

‘when troops clashed together’
‘then the king bowed’

Rieger claims that half-lines such as 1265b and 169gb are not true exceptions, since
eal and fela are pronouns; it should be noted however, that both ¢al and fela can and
do alliterate (cf. 1738b, gg2b).

2.3. [N (N) Vl]yp. N is a cover symbol here for the object of prepositions, as well as
the accusative, dative, and genitive objects of the verb. I found 139 half-lines where the
verb coalliterates with the initial noun, and 1126 half-lines where the initial noun
alone alliterates, of which 87 are first half-lines, and 1039 are second half-lines. Almost

one-third of the second half-lines are of this type. Examples are so numerous, that I
will list only a few lines here:

11a gomban gyldan
30a Ppenden wordum weéold

‘to pay tribute’
‘while he ruled with words’
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‘to adorn folkstead’

‘suffered distress’

‘sought soundwood (i.e. ship)’
‘they fastened seawood (i.e. ship)’

76a folcstede fretwan

87a Prage ge polode
2082 sundwudu sdhte
226a s&wudu s&ldon

2.4. [V Nlyp. I found 218 half-lines of this type where the verb coalliterates with a
following noun; 126 half-lines where the following noun alone alliterates, of which 75
were first half-lines.

‘he terrified earls’

‘he waxed (flourished) under the clouds’
‘sleeping after banquet’

‘send to Hygelac’

‘Art thou the Beowulf (who . ..)’

“Then came from the moor’

‘he saw in the building’

“Then he remembered the property’

‘It doesn’t seem proper to me’

6a egsode eorlas
8a wéox under wolcnum
11ga  swefan after symble
452a Onsend Higelace
s06a Eart pu sé Béowulf
7102 Da com of more
728a Geseah hé in recede
2606a Gemunde 383 03 are
2653a Ne pynced mé gerysne

There are about twenty exceptions to this pattern; Rieger reduces the number of
significant exceptions to ten by discounting those lines with fela or eal as object, by
noting the imperative verbs usually carry more stress than nonimperatives, and in a
few lines, by arguing for different textual emendations. Listed below are the maximum
number of exceptions; note that only three are first half-lines.

‘partake after that night’

‘but he seized suddenly’

‘seized then by the shoulder’
‘guarded for a while’

‘and unseal [thy] mind? [ + Imperative]
‘he slit eagerly’

‘he quickly teok’

‘he held him fast’

‘I wished the more’

‘dwelt with Finn’

‘it suffered before many’

‘it protected life’

‘I think [it] likely’

‘Enjoy all well’ [ + Imperative]
‘he held long’

736a dicgean ofer pa niht
740a  ac hé geféng hrade
15372 Geféng pa be eaxle
105b weardode hwile
489b ond ons&l meoto
741b  slat unwearnum
748b  hé onféng hrape
788b Heold hine faste
g6ob Upe ic swipor
1128b wunode mid Finne
1525b 8olode Zr fela
1548b pat gebearh feore
1845b Wen ic talige
2162b Briic ealles well!
2344b héolde lange
2511b  Ic gen&dde fela ‘T engaged in many [battles]’
2578b bat unswidor ‘it bit less strongly’
2656b Ic wat geare ‘I know well’
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2663b 1&st eall tela!
2717b  seah on enta geweorc
2738b né mé swor fela ‘swore not many [oaths]’

2863b seah on unléofe ‘
he gazed ,
289gb szgde ofer ealle oy dg t(Z)Caul,lpon unloved ones

‘perform all properly’ i
‘ Y’ [+ Imperat
he gazed on the work of giantS’ el

. Verb ini
3 phrase and sentence containing three or more major constituents

3.1. [N N]xzV. There are two first half-li 1 i
Y eratior o dhe merem: rst half-lines of this construction, both with double

5172 seofon niht swuncon

‘seven nights toiled’
23132 beorht hofu barnan nights toiled

‘bright houses to burn’

In additi i i
e i{tlf)n tht.:re were meete.en second half-lines where only the initial noun is allowed
participate in the alliteration. The NP may be either subject or object of the verb

651b Werod eall aras
711b  Godes yrre bar

767b
823b} Denum eallum weard

‘band all arose’
‘he bore God’s anger’

€
To all Danes came’

999b  hrof dna genas
1278b sunu d€od wrecan
1417b Denum eallum wes
1424b Fépa eal geszt
1904b Dena land ofgeaf
2017b  flet eall geondhwearf
2080b lic eall forswealg
2156b sume worde hét

2246b) ..
QGng} féa worda cwzd

‘roof alone survived’

‘to avenge son’s death’

‘It was to all Danes’

‘troops all sat up’

‘gave up land of the Danes’
‘passed about all the hall’

‘all the body he swallowed’

‘by certain word he commanded’

‘few words he said’

2469b  Godes léoht gecéas
(?)2669b wyrm yrre cwom
2691b heals ealne ymbefeng
2699b mioBor hwéne slh
2836b 1§t manna 83ah

‘he chose the light of God’
‘angry serpent came’

‘he encircled all the neck’
‘struck somewhat lower down’
‘few of the men thrived’

ﬁ.:és YV}EN N]xe- I counted 44 first half-lines with double alliteration, and 89 half-
ere only the first noun alliterates, of which 5 are first half-lin,es Again, the

4212 ydde eotena cyn
423a wrzc Wedera nid
448a byred blodig wel

5—L.I.

‘I destroyed kin of ettins’
:I avenged persecution of the Wedens’
(he will) bear off the bloody corpse’
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496a scencte Scir wered
625a grétte Geata léod
8g6a bar on bearm scipes
11502 @twiton wéana dzl
11632 gan under gyldnum béage
12742 gehn&gde helle gast
(?)12902 hafen handa fest
13122 €ode eorla sum
1384a Ne sorga, snotor guma!
1452a worhte wZpna smid
14852 geséon sunu Hradles
15392 bregd pa beadwe heard
17242 awWrac wintrum frod
1837a gepinged péodnes bearn
18542 licad leng swa wél
1goga dréfan déop water
20i8a b&dde byre geongc
9277a warad wintrum frod
2284a onboren béaga hord
23672 oferswam 82 sioleda bigong
2422a s€cean sawle hord
2705a forwrat Wedra helm
27462 swefed sare wund
gI15a weaxan wonna leg
gi23a &ode eahta sum

Of those half-lines where the verb does not
verb is neither an auxiliary nor a modal:

81b ne wiston hie Drihten God
359b ciipe he dugude peaw
376b sohte holdne wine
(?)539a Hezfdon swurd nacod

702b Com on wanre niht
764b  wiste his fingra geweald
918b Eode scealc monig
g26b geseah st€apne hrof

10353'} {Hfht} 82 eorla hléo

21g0a) |Heét

1201b gecéas &cne r&d

1600a Da com non dages

180gb sazgde him pas Ieanes panc

‘poured out clear sweet-drink’

‘she greeted man of Geats’

‘he bore into the bosom of the ship’
‘blamed for deal of woes’

‘going under golden crown’
‘subdued ghost of hell’

‘heaved by hand fast’

‘One of the earls went’

‘§orrow not, wise man?
‘weapons smith worked’

‘see the son of Hrethel’

‘then brave-of-battle one flung’
‘told wise one in winters’

‘son of king determines to go’
‘pleases, the longer the better’
‘stirring up deep water’

‘she emboldened young boys’
‘wise one in winters guards’
‘treasure of rings lessened’

‘then swam over expanse of seas’
‘to seek treasure of soul’
“Protector of Weders cut through’
‘sleeps in death sorely wounded’
‘black flame flourish’

‘he went, one of eight’

coalliterate, I list here the ones where the

‘they knew not Lord God’

‘he knew retainer-host’s custom’
‘he sought trusty friend’

‘we had swords naked’

‘Clame on wan night’

‘he knew the power of his fingers’
‘many a man went’

‘he saw steep roof’

“Then protector of earls commanded’

‘he chose eternal help’
“Then ninth hour of the day came’
‘he said thanks to him for the loan’

AR
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1814b &ode weord Denum
1918b p¥y l&s hym yda drym
24012  Gewit pa twelfa sum

‘one dear to the Danes went’
‘lest it the force of the waves’
‘One of the twelve departed then’
§e3e f$ 1(\3I iorfa ’il‘it of the lines where the two nouns alliterate
.3 nf. There are about 2 i , i
structure, including simple modal5v2fk?sm vsllzihoiafésa;e?rljfsﬁict?;eOf\:’;ryLng RAS
subject of the infinitive, it is the noun which alliterates ' eiher oblect or
48b 1éton holm beran
291b Gewitap ford beran
1336b wolde hyre m&g wrecan
1808b heht his sweord niman
3o14b pa sceal brond fretan
3132b 1&ton weég niman

‘let the ship bear off”

‘Depart forth to bear’

‘she wished to avenge her kinsman’

:he commanded [him] to take his sword’
then fire must consume’

‘let wave take’

4. S i i j
3.4. SOV, I found two half-lines with subject and object coalliterating (although in

one of them the verb is missing), and i
’ half. . . . .
S here;g) nd 59 half-lines with only the subject alliterating.

210a Fyrst ford gewit
11652 @ghwylc 68rum trjwe
18b bl&d wide sprang
55b feder ellor hwearf
go1b flota stille bad
1520b hond sweng ne oft€éah
156gb secg weorce gefeh
1570b 1Eoht inne st6d
2593b hreder £3me wéoll
260ogb hond rond geféng
2966b swit &drum sprong

‘time departed forth’

‘each to the other true’
‘renown sprang wide’
‘father elsewhere turned’
‘ship waited still’

‘hand withheld not a blow’
‘man rejoiced in work’
‘light stood forth within’
‘breast welled in breathing’
‘hand seized round’

‘blood spurted from veins’

3.5. SVO and OVS. Not includin ici
' VS. N g copula + participle sequences (which
require double alliteration: 26o2a Wiglaf wes haten ‘He was called \(VV\i/gll:f ’)dc;hz(r);

are by my count fourteen SVO first half-li i
: alf-lines, all
with double alliteration (cf. footnote 7): e all with forms of the copula, and 21

18a Béowulf wes bréme
320a str&t was stinfih
612a word w&ron wynsume
7552 Hyge weaes him hinfis
761a eoten was Gtweard
1230a Ppegnas syndon gepwere
13022 Hréam weard in Heorote

‘Beowulf was famous’

‘road was paved’

‘words were joyous’

‘his mind was bent on escape’
‘giant was moving out’
‘thanes are well disposed’
‘clamor was in Heorot’
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‘blade was iron’

14502 €cg wWas iren . ‘ ’
Izgga sweord was swatig ‘sword was %;)cr;/
17852 Geat was gledmod Ge:at was g i
19252 Bold was betlic ‘Building was splen 1,
2214a Weorod was on wynneé ‘company was J,oyous
i ‘blade was 1ron
&s iren . ,
Z;Z}iz %Cf v:vms on ofoste ‘messenger was in haste
i follow-
With respect to Fourquet’s observation, the relevant second half-lines are the fo
i
ing: |
548b hréo wzron pa ‘rough were the }:;vaves
76gb  Yrre w&ron bégen “zlijngrg .wz“es (:);e,
éad i here ead 15 ,
I3283}{)) I]?Ieéicrll I:V:aE S1(zmge ‘Humiliated he was long
2 ! 3 : b
309§,b Cwico was pa géna Quick he was then yet
as well as ’
210b  flota was on ydum “Shlp vs{asbont,the waves
256b  ofost is sélest ‘haste hls {;i -
28gob DEad bid sélla Death 1s

and perhaps

343b Beéowulf is min nama ‘Beowulf is my name

. . . on, but

Whether ‘Beowulf’ or ‘min nama’ is the subject of 343b 1s o,pen to d;SC\AtsiilgnNOte
GE and 28gob appear to be counterexamples to Fourquet s, ge}xll‘er}? c1lzanot éxhibit

21550 lines like 467b 0a wes Heregdr Jiad ‘then was Heregar dead” which do

a .

inversion of subject and predicate. -

; 6. VSO. There are 24 such half-lines by my count, allb

forms of the copula:

ut two (612b, 1162b) with

“The time was great’

o Sé(z h;Nvirlirrln tlgeslw?é ‘that strife was too strong’

o VV\?;SP; gHrc')égér, hal! ‘Be thou, Hrothgar, hale‘.”
;tg;?) da was i{eregir déad “Then Heorogar “;azoilt(;?d
612b Fode Wealhp&ow ford ‘Wealhtheowt;llver; - for

boh ne geh“'/a:per' o o ‘fliihwzzslsFti?elaewith him’
1?8?2 xgé“f;shlllr;fgﬁ:nmld “Then the hall was redden:d;h’
1 122b pa cwdm Wealhpeow ford “Then came Wealhtheow for

b, 2372b,
and also 1192a, 1250b, 1266b, 1282b, 1575b, 1616, 1742b, 1876b, 23090, 237

2506b, 2684b, 3007b, 3085D, 3105b.
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3.7. VOS. I found only four examples of this order:

g80a Da was swigra secg
12332 druncon win weras
1903b Gewit him on naca
2910b Na ys 1éodum wén

‘Then the man was a little quicter’
‘men drank wine’

‘the ship departed onward’

‘Now is expectation with the peoples’

3.8. OSV. I found only two examples of this sequence:
2119b sunu déad fornam ‘death took off son’
2706b ferh ellen wrac ‘strength drove out life’
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