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Education

2001 B. A. Linguistics and Mathematics, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Thesis: Attentional & informational structure of Russian: interaction of reference, coherence, and word order.

2006 M. A. Mathematics, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Thesis: Entropy as relevance: maximizing entropy and minimizing loss.

2006 Ph.D. Linguistics, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Thesis: Semantics and pragmatics of arbitrariness.

Appointments

2013-Present Associate Professor of Language and Linguistics
Department of Computer Science, Brandeis University

2009 - 2013 Assistant Professor of Language and Linguistics
Department of Computer Science, Brandeis University

2006 - 2009 Assistant Professor of Language and Linguistics
Department of Anthropology, Brandeis University

Spring 2010 - Visiting Scholar
Summer 2010 Department of Linguistics, New York University

Scholarship

current
work

Dubinina, Irina Y. & Sophia A. Malamud (revisions submitted). Emergent communicative
norm in a contact language: indirect requests in Heritage Russian.

Ettinger, Allyson & Sophia A. Malamud. 2015. Mandarin utterance-final particle ba in the
conversational scoreboard. In Proceedings of Sinn und Bedeutung 2014,

2014 Malamud, Sophia A. & Tamina C. Stephenson. 2014. Three ways to avoid commitments:
Declarative force modifiers in the conversational scoreboard. Journal of Semantics 1–37.
doi: 10.1093/jos/ffu002. URL http://jos.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2014/

03/17/jos.ffu002.abstract

http://www.brandeis.edu/programs/linguistics/
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/MILa
http://www.brandeis.edu
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud
http://jos.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2014/03/17/jos.ffu002.abstract
http://jos.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2014/03/17/jos.ffu002.abstract
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Malamud, Sophia A. 2014b. Dynamics of conversation and the emergence of illocutionary
force. Invited keynote talk at Sinn und Bedeutung 2014. Universität Göttingen, Ger-
many. URL http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/MILa/sub-slides-final-web.

pdf. Video available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jSq23savfI

Malamud, Sophia A. 2014a. Dynamics of conversation. Computer Science department
colloquium, Williams College, November 2014, Williamstown, MA

Malamud, Sophia A. 2014c. Dynamics of conversation and the emergence of illocution-
ary force, with modification. Linguistics and Cognitive Science department colloquium,
Brown University, October 2014, Providence, RI

2013 Malamud, Sophia A. 2013. (In)definiteness-driven typology of arbitrary items. Lingua 126.
1–31. URL http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2012.11.003

Ettinger, Allyson & Sophia A. Malamud. 2013. Mandarin utterance-final particle ba in
the conversational scoreboard. In The extended abstracts of the annual meeting of the Linguis-
tic Society of America, Boston, MA (January). and the ICL session on the semantics- pragmat-
ics interface, Geneva, Switzerland (July)., URL http://www.linguisticsociety.org/files/

mandarinutterance-finalparticleba.pdf

2012 Malamud, Sophia A. 2012a. Impersonal indexicals: ‘one’, ‘you’, ‘man’, and ‘du’. Journal
of Comparative Germanic Linguistics 15(1). 1 – 48. doi: DOI10.1007/s10828-012-9047-6. URL
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/malamud-JCGL-web-draft.pdf

Malamud, Sophia A. 2012b. The meaning of plural definites: A decision-theoretic ap-
proach. Semantics and Pragmatics 5(3). 1–58. doi: 10.3765/sp.5.3

Beck, Jana, Sophia A. Malamud & Iryna Osadcha. 2012. A semantics for the particle
AN in and outside conditionals in Classical Greek. Journal of Greek Linguistics 12(1). 51

– 83. doi: 10.1163/156658412X649986. URL http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/

pub-3-greek.pdf

Ettinger, Allyson & Sophia A. Malamud. 2012. Mandarin utterance-final particle ba in the
conversational scoreboard. Talk at NYU Semantics Group, November 2012, New York,
NY

2011 Malamud, Sophia A. 2011. Heritage languages and their speakers. Invited talk at Williams
College, April 2011, Williamstown, MA

Malamud, Sophia A., James Pustejovsky, Irina Dubinina & Anna Rumshisky. 2011. To-
wards an annotated corpus of Heritage Russian: Meaning and grammar. Panel discussion
at the annual meeting of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic and Eastern European
Languages, January 2011, Los Angeles, CA

2010 Malamud, Sophia A. 2010a. Features of impersonal pronouns: lexical and compositional
semantics. Invited talk at NYU Linguistics Syntax Brown Bag, March 2010, New York
University, New York, NY

Malamud, Sophia A. & Iryna Osadcha. 2010. Towards a formal semantics for modal
particle AN in Ancient Greek. Workshop on Ancient Greek and Semantic Theory, December
2010, Nijmegen, the Netherlands

http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/MILa/sub-slides-final-web.pdf
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/MILa/sub-slides-final-web.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2012.11.003
http://www.linguisticsociety.org/files/mandarin utterance-final particle ba.pdf
http://www.linguisticsociety.org/files/mandarin utterance-final particle ba.pdf
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/malamud-JCGL-web-draft.pdf
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/pub-3-greek.pdf
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/pub-3-greek.pdf
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Dubinina, Irina Y. & Sophia A. Malamud. 2010. Emergent communicative norm in a
contact language: indirect requests in Heritage Russian. New Ways of Analyzing Variation
39, November 2010,San Antonio, TX

Malamud, Sophia A. & Tamina C. Stephenson. 2010. Modifying conversational moves:
the case of rising declaratives. Workshop on Prosody, Syntax, and Information Structure 4,
September 2010, Delaware

Malamud, Sophia A. 2010c. Specificity as referential anchoring in Russian: shifting speak-
ers and hamblin sets. Specificity from different points of view, September 2010, Stuttgart,
Germany

Malamud, Sophia A. 2010b. Impersonal pronouns and pronominal paradigms. Thirty-
fourth Penn Linguistics Colloquium, March 2010, Philadelphia, PA

2008 Malamud, Sophia A. 2008. Comments on Angelika Kratzer’s ‘Bound variable pronouns
and agreement’. Workshop on Markedness and Underspecification in the Morphology and Se-
mantics of Agreement, March 2008, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA

2007 Malamud, Sophia A. 2007b. Plural noun phrases and decision theory. Presented by Mari-
bel Romero at the Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute Workshop “Conversational
games and strategic inference”, July 2007, Stanford, CA

Malamud, Sophia A. 2007a. Definiteness, negation, and conjunctions crosslinguistically: A
decision theoretic approach. Games and Decisions in Pragmatics (GDP III), November 2007,
Berlin, Germany

2006 Malamud, Sophia A. 2006c. (Non)-maximality and distributivity: a Decision Theory ap-
proach. In Proceedings of semantics and linguistic theory 16 in tokyo, japan, URL http:

//research.nii.ac.jp/salt16/proceedings/malamud_salt16.pdf

Malamud, Sophia A. 2006b. Impersonal pronouns: where monsters might dwell (but
do they?). Invited talk at Topics in Semantics: seminar on pronouns (Angelika Kratzer).
March 2006, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA

Malamud, Sophia A. 2006a. Impersonal indexicals: MAN, SI, and YOU. Generative Lin-
guistics in the Old World 29 (GLOW 29), April 2006, Barcelona, Spain

Malamud, Sophia A. 2006d. You and monsters. Linguistic Society of America Annual Meet-
ing, January 2006, Albuquerque, NM

2005 Malamud, Sophia A. 2005. Arbitrary monsters: ‘you’ and ‘one’. Linguistic Society of America
Summer Institute Workshop “Context and Content – Topics in Formal Pragmatics”, July
2005, Boston, MA

2004 Malamud, Sophia A. 2004a. Arbitrariness: a definite account. In G. Garding & M. Tsu-
jimura. (eds.), Wccfl 23 proceedings, Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Press. URL http://

people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/malamud-wccfl23.pdf

Malamud, Sophia A. 2004b. A definite approach to arbitrariness. Twenty-Eighth Penn
Linguistics Colloquium, February 2004, Philadelphia, PA

http://research.nii.ac.jp/salt16/proceedings/malamud_salt16.pdf
http://research.nii.ac.jp/salt16/proceedings/malamud_salt16.pdf
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/malamud-wccfl23.pdf
http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/malamud-wccfl23.pdf
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2001 Malamud, Sophia A. 2001a. Centering in Russian. In Elsi Kaiser (ed.), Penn working
papers in linguistics, vol. 7.2: Current Work in Linguistics, Philadelphia, PA: University of
Pennsylvania. URL http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/malamud_pwpl-draft.pdf

Malamud, Sophia A. 2001b. Centring in Russian. Poster presentation at the International
Workshop on Reference and Coherence, January 2001, Utrecht, the Netherlands

Malamud, Sophia A. 2001c. Null subjects and entity-tracking in Russian. 4th European
Conference on Formal Description of Slavic Languages (FDSL), November 2001, Potsdam, Ger-
many

2000 Malamud, Sophia A. 2000. Centring and scrambling: towards a pragmatic motivation
for Russian word order. In S. Franks, T.H. King & M. Yadroff. (eds.), The ninth annual
workshop on formal approaches to slavic linguistics: the indiana meeting., Ann Arbor: Michigan
Slavic Publications

Graduate Advising

Ph.D. Dissertation Yoon-kyoung Joh âĂŞ University of Pennsylvania Ph.D. 2008

Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Mokpo National University, Korea

Committee member Jessica Moszkowicz âĂŞ Brandeis University Ph.D. 2011

M.A. Thesis Sophie Kushkuley âĂŞ Brandeis Computational Linguistics M.A. 2012

Courses Taught at Brandeis University

LING 100: Introduction to Linguistics.
Material includes notions of grammar; written versus spoken (and signed) language; the structure of
sounds, words, sentences, and meanings; language in culture and society; language change over time;
language acquisition and processing; comparison with nonhuman communication systems.

LING 130a: Formal Semantics: Truth, Meaning, and Language.
Including mathematical tools used in semantics, and topics such as lexical semantics, notions of en-
tailment, ambiguity and polysemy, possible-world semantics, reference, Generalised Quantifier theory,
dynamic frameworks, donkey-anaphora, modality and conditionals.

LING 140a: Discourse and Pragmatics: Architecture of Conversation.
Overview of topics in linguistic pragmatics, including assertion, implicature and presupposition, ref-
erence, coherence, relevance, deixis, and speaker-hearer interaction

LING 160b: Mathematical Methods in Linguistics.
An introduction to fundamental mathematical concepts needed for advanced work in linguistics and
computational linguistics. Topics include: set theory, theory of relations, fundamentals of logic, lattices,
and Boolean algebra, combinatorics and graph theory, basics of probability and statistics, and elements
of decision and game theory.

LING 173a: Psycholinguistics
An introduction to modern psycholinguistics, with an emphasis on sentence comprehension and pro-
duction. Questions concerning species-specificity and the neurological organization of language are
included for consideration.

http://people.brandeis.edu/~smalamud/malamud_pwpl-draft.pdf


Sophia A. Malamud 5

LING 197a: Language Acquisition and Development.
Foundational course on first language acquisition, exploring the issues of innateness, modularity, and
learnability, and looking at the classic and cutting-edge papers in language acquisition research

LING 190a: Topics in Linguistics: the Heritage Language Experience.
Seminar course on the sociolinguistics, psychology, and speech patterns of adults who incompletely
acquired their first language, because of a switch to another, dominant, language


